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DRAYTON (ABINGDON) PARISH COUNCIL
www.DraytonPC.org
Christopher Price (Clerk)
E-mail: clerk@draytonpc.org
RULES FOR THE BURIAL GROUND, CHURCH LANE, DRAYTON, ABINGDON

From April 2026
As a burial authority, Drayton Parish Council (the Council) complies with the Local Authorities Cemeteries Order (as amended) 1977 and other relevant statutory instruments with respect to its Burial Ground at Church Lane (Burial Ground). The Council strives to offer a sensitive and professional service to residents of the Parish of Drayton and their relatives.
Section 18 (1) of The Local Authorities Order 1977, which applies to all members of the public, states that no person shall:

a) wilfully create any disturbance in the cemetery.

b) commit any nuisance in the cemetery.

c) wilfully interfere with any burial taking place in a cemetery.

d) wilfully interfere with a grave or vault, any tombstone or other memorial, or any flowers or plants on any such matter.

e) play at any game or sport in a cemetery.

Enquiries. The Council has appointed its Clerk as its officer dealing with all matters relating to the Burial Ground.  All enquiries regarding the burial process should be addressed to the Clerk using the contact details set out above.

Eligibility for burial in the Burial Ground. Please note that only current residents of the Parish, or in exceptional circumstances, people with a strong link to the Parish will be eligible to be buried in the Burial Ground (these are described as residents and non-residents in these Rules). The PC will consider the exceptional circumstances on a case-by-case basis applying a consistent set of criteria.

Exclusive rights of Burial (ERB). Each burial requires the grant by the Council of an Exclusive Rights of Burial (ERB) for a period of 75 years. An ERB is a legal agreement between the Council as burial authority, and the purchaser of the ERB for a grave or cremation plot. It does not constitute a purchase of land, just the right to burial for this 75 year period of time. 

Reservations. In exceptional circumstances only, reservation of plots for future burials may be permitted at the discretion of the Council. Reservations would only be allowed for plots directly adjacent to specified existing occupied plots. The use of multi-depth plots should normally be encouraged for those wishing to be buried close to loved ones. Any reservation will comply with the 2022 Settlement Agreement, which places restrictions on the location and sequencing of burials.
Process for burial. No burial shall take place, and no memorial shall be placed or inscription added to a memorial, without the prior permission of the Clerk. The Clerk will allocate the grave spaces and cremation plots. A fully completed interment notice, the appropriate disposal certificate and payment must be sent to the Clerk 7 days before the funeral. No funerals can take place until such documentation and payment has been received by the Parish Council. Interments can only take place between sunrise and one hour before sunset for health and safety reasons.

Funeral Directors and Grave Diggers. All funeral directors and grave diggers working in the burial ground are required to have appropriate insurance, and to have undertaken a thorough risk assessment.  It is a legal requirement that all excavation work should be carried out in accordance with Regulation 12 of The Construction Regulations 1996. This applies to ashes plots and full graves. This means that all graves being dug for the interment of bodies must be excavated and shored in accordance with the results of the risk assessment (in addition to it being compulsory for any grave over 3’ in depth) and system of work designed to eliminate or significantly reduce the risks identified. All surplus earth etc. from a grave must be removed from the burial ground by the grave digger and disposed of responsibly.
Human Remains. After interment, no human remains, including ashes, can be moved or removed without prior agreement of the Parish Council.
Tributes and Planting. The Council does not permit the use of plastic (including flowers) or glass tributes due to environmental and safety concerns.
The planting of trees or shrubs on graves is not permitted because they would impede the grass cutting, but bulbs may be planted within a grave.
FEES AND CHARGES EFFECTIVE FROM 1st APRIL 2023 FIXED UNDER SECTION 15 OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES CEMETERIES ORDER (as amended) 1977, AS APPROVED BY DRAYTON PARISH COUNCIL.
The fees and charges set out in Parts 1 and 2 below depend on whether the deceased is, or immediately before their death was, (i) a resident living within the Parish of Drayton (a resident), or (ii) a non-resident with strong links to the village (non-resident).
PART 1 – INTERMENTS. For each interment this will comprise (i) the exclusive right of burial (ERB) and (ii) the interment fees, as follows:
Earthen Graves
Double depth graves are available at the Burial Ground at no extra cost. Requests for double depth graves should be notified to the Clerk before the grave is prepared.
	1.
	For the purchase of the ERB of a resident in an earthen grave
	£231.00

	2.
	For the purchase of the ERB of a non-resident in an earthen grave
	£693.00

	3.
	For the interment of a resident over 16 years of age in an earthen grave
	£110.00

	4.
	For the interment of a non-resident over 16 years of age in an earthen grave
	£330.00

	5.
	Out of hours fee
	£61.00


Cremated Remains
Cremation plots that accommodate multiple ashes (up to three caskets) are available at the Drayton Burial Ground at no extra cost. Requests for double or triple depth plots should be notified to the Parish Clerk before the plot is prepared.
	1.
	For the purchase of an ERB of a plot for the ashes of a resident
	£110.00

	2.
	For the purchase of ERB of a plot for ashes of a non-resident
	£330.00

	3.
	For the interment of cremated remains of a resident over 16 years of age in an earthen grave
	£110.00

	4.


	For the interment of cremated remains of a non-resident over 16 years of age in an earthen grave 
	£330.00


The fees indicated:
a) Do not include the digging of the grave.

b) Apply only where the interment is made between the hours of 10.00am and 5.00pm on Monday to Saturday, or where the Certificate of a Coroner or Registered Medical Practitioner states that immediate interment is necessary (in which case an additional £56.00 is payable). 
Please note also that: 
a) Burial costs comprise the charge for the ERB for a period of 75 years and the interment fee. The ERB includes memorial rights (subject to the approvals and fees required – see Part 2 below), which are also granted for a period of 75 years, and end at the same time that the ERB expires.

b) The ERB can be registered in no more than three joint names.

c) Interment fees do not apply to any person whose age at the time of death did not exceed 16 years (including a stillborn child). 

d) Ashes must be interred in a cremation plot or existing earthen grave.

e) A trained grave digger must be employed to excavate all graves and cremation plots for health and safety reasons. Each plot must be dug centrally within the respective grave space to the correct dimensions, adequately shored and properly back filled following the interment. Turf must be laid to provide a level surface suitable for mowing. 

f) Gravediggers must be instructed to lay out graves in line with existing graves.
PART 2 - MONUMENTS. The fees are as follows:
	The cost for the right to erect or place a headstone on any grave:
	£77.00

	The cost for the right to erect or place a tablet or wedge on any cremation plot:
	£77.00

	In addition to the above, kerbstones/border stones that are flat with the earth may be installed surrounding a grave:
	£77.00


The design of these elements is at your choice, but the following rules must be observed:
The Burial Ground is a low maintenance lawn-grass cemetery. The Council arranges and funds grass cutting and ensures that grass on graves which families can no longer maintain is kept clipped. Memorial installations must therefore consist only of a headstone or, in the case of cremation plots, a tablet or wedge-shaped memorial. Only one memorial (headstone or cremation tablet/stone) is allowed on a grave or cremation plot. The sizes must be limited as follows:
a) Headstones – the size must not exceed 2’6” x 2’6” (75 cm x 75 cm). The depth from the front to back of the foundation stone should not exceed 18 inches (45 cm). The memorial stone itself should not exceed 4 inches (10 cm) in thickness. For natural stone memorials, the stone itself should not exceed 11 inches in thickness.
b) Cremation Tablet or Wedge-shaped stone – this may be flat or raised (wedge-shaped) not exceeding 18” x 18”. If it is a wedge-shaped memorial, the maximum height is 4”. If it is to include a vase, the maximum dimensions of the vase must not exceed 8” (w) x 14” (h) x 6” (d).
c) Kerbstones/border stones around a burial plot – enclosing an entire footprint not exceeding 200cm x 80cm (6'7” x 2'7”). These must be set flush with the ground to allow mowing to take place, and must be secured with the minimum of mortar.  
No flower vases to be included within the kerbstone design – they must be part of the memorial that will be installed at the head of the grave. 

The grave area must not be in-filled with any permanent concrete or stone installation, but must be kept as earth. In recognition that families may not be local and able to tend graves regularly, temporary use of an overlay with a weed-proof membrane and infill with gravel or chippings is permitted but the Council reserves the right to remove these and restore the area to grass if the grave is not properly maintained.
The Council has adopted the guidance set out in the Ministry of Justice document ‘Managing the Safety of Burial Ground Memorials’, published in January 2009, a copy of which is available from the Clerk on request.
All memorials and inscriptions thereon are subject to the approval of the Council. Accordingly, a copy of every proposed inscription and a drawing showing the design and dimensions of every memorial proposed to be erected must be submitted for approval to the Clerk with the application on the prescribed form prior to installation. Please note that for any additional inscription after the original installation, no charge will be made by the Council. However, the permission of the Clerk must be obtained first.
All memorials must be erected and installed by a memorial mason currently registered with the National Association of Memorial Masons (NAMM) or the British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons (BRAMM) ensuring that memorials are fitted to the current British Standard (BS8415:18).  Memorials should comply with the current version of the NAMM Code of Working Practice, and must be suitably anchored or pinned for stability in one of the approved methods listed in Appendix 1 of that Code. 

Monuments must be marked on the reverse of the headstone with the monumental mason’s name and the grave number. 

Memorial (and grave) owners are advised to inform the Council should they change address to ensure that the Council is able to send them any communications that may be required e.g. concerning memorial safety.
Page 3 of 3

