Draft Minutes of the Drayton Parish, Annual Parish Meeting
held on 25th March 2024 at 7:00pm in the Caudwell Day Centre
Present: Richard Wade (Chairperson), Patricia Athawes (Vice-Chairperson), Pervin Shahin, Adrian Cooke, Elizabeth Sheppard.
Not Present: Elaine Wade, Andrew Cherriman, William Brewer.
In attendance: Christopher Price (Deputy Clerk), Jonathan Fowler (Programme Manager), Peter Stevens (OCC Councillor).
Public: 3 members of the public were present.
1/2025 Apologies for Absence. Elaine Wade, Anita James (Clerk).
2/2025 Minutes of the Previous Annual Parish Meeting. It was resolved to approve the minutes.
Proposed: Patricia Athawes 

Seconded: Pervin Shahin


Resolved: Unanimous
3/2024 Report from the Chairperson. Richard Wade.
4/2024 Committee Report.
Planning. Elaine Wade. Here is a summary of planning matters for the year:

31 applications considered by the PC: Noted 26 / Supported 1 / Responded 1 / Objection 1  (Halls Close) / Pending 2.

The Vale's decision: Permitted 16 / Listed building consent 2 / Agreed 1 / Reserved matters approval 1 / Refusal 3 / Pending 8.
5/2024 Working Group Reports.
a) Rights of Way & Conservation. Richard Wade. 
b) Public Art. Pervin Shahin.

Signage - We advertised for artists to submit proposals for signage for our footpath trails in September, and selected the most appropriate artist in October, based on appropriateness for the rural setting and value for money. A total of four artists applied. We estimated a budget of £18,000, for which we are partly reliant on funding from the Bloor Homes development, which as yet has not been agreed. Our artist , when pushed, agreed to do 12 signs for £19,740. He has been paid £500 for his work so far, from the Halls Close contribution. (My favourite, a lovely lady who came here for tea in my garden last August, all the way from Gloucestershire, would have charged over £9,000 for each sign, and we needed at least six, so we had to unfortunately let her go).

Maps showing the village trail - The artist we chose for the maps is a lady who lives in Sutton Courtney, and who has done village trail maps for both SC and Steventon. She will charge £2,000 for her artwork. We need to then provide money for printing three maps, and for three lecterns, which will be placed at various places in the village. An advert for a local carpenter has been placed in the Chronicle. Money for this has been provided from the Halls Close development: £8,200. When the funds come through from the Bloor Homes development, we will be able to arrange some workshops with the school and the Art Group.
c) Neighbourhood Development Plan. Graham Webb was not present but Jonathan Fowler (Programme Manager) gave the following report:

Land Transfer Feb 2024 of Walnut Meadows + PoS + Play Area.

Engaged architect to draw up plans.

Submitted plans to VWHDC for planning approval of MUGA, Pavilion and car-park in August.

Planning approval granted in January 2025.

Whilst waiting went through tendering process for MUGA and sports pitches.

Work on MUGA scheduled to start end April / early May.

Sports Pitches drainage and seeding to be implemented this year.

Pavilion construction 2026.

MUGA £170K.

Pitches £270K.

Pavilion estimate £2.1 million.

MUGA and Pitches can be funded from S106 and Pavilion can be partially funded however also need a PWL circa £700K.
d) Landscape Management Plan. Richard Wade. 
6/2024 Report from OCC Councillor. Peter Stevens gave a verbal report, took and answered questions.
7/2024 Report from VWHDC Councillor. Adrian Cooke.

Devolution: Following last year’s general election, the new Government have decided to impose a new local government reorganisation. District Councils are to be effectively abolished; all councils will henceforth be Unitaries – with all functions of District and County Councils together in one place.  This can help (with everything under one council, there’s less potential confusion, or risk of things slipping between the gaps), but also hinder – the larger the council, the further the democracy may be away from the people it serves. Government has indicated that they’re looking for a minimum size of “around 500,000” residents. All the District Council Leaders and County Council Leader have written to Government saying that there are realistically three options:

1 – Two Unitaries: North Oxfordshire (Cherwell, West Oxfordshire, and Oxford City) and Ridgeway Council (Vale of White Horse, South Oxfordshire, and West Berkshire).  This is the preferred option of each of the District Councils; we’ve already been working closely with South Oxfordshire (assuming we’d eventually unitarise with them, as our combined population is passing 300,000 about now) and West Berkshire are similar to both of us in many ways.  This puts Ridgeway Council around 450,000 population (and growing rapidly), and North Oxfordshire almost exactly the same size

2 - A single Unitary: the County Council absorbs all the Districts to form a super-sized Unitary.  This is the preferred option for the County Council, with a combined population of about 740,000 and rising fast.  We think it’s arguably too distant from the population as the lowest tier, but would be preferable to the third option.– 

3 – Three Unitaries: Oxford City expands and absorbs an unspecified number of wards (yet to be defined) and the outer remnants form a Northern and Southern Unitary, also including West Berkshire for the Southern Unitary.  This is the successor of Oxford City’s original “doughnut” proposal.  It’s the preferred option of Oxford City only. Combined Authorities, jamming together a bunch of Unitaries and requiring a single Mayor to be over them, is also required.  If this is required, we’re tending towards the Berkshire-Oxfordshire-Buckinghamshire model to follow the NHS boundary. One drawback is that inevitably Council Officers have been required to devote a lot of time to preparing for this reorganisation.  In effect, I’d say we’re “losing” one day per week of Officer time to this.

Planning – Housing Numbers: The Government have also imposed an uplift on all housing targets in part of their change to planning legislation.  Vale would have an increase from 633 per year to c. 940 per year. In addition, they’ve added a requirement for a 5% buffer, to increase to 20% in mid-2026. This essentially turns the 5-year requirement into a 5.25 year requirement right now, and a 6 year requirement from next. However (and it’s a BIG however): any Local Authority with an recently approved Local Plan, or one that has been submitted for examination prior to December 2024 will have their planning measured against the numbers in that Plan.  Our new Local Plan was submitted in time, so (assuming it’s approved), we’ll be held to those figures, which are noticeably lower.  We would expect to have that in place before the mid-2026 increase to the 20% buffer (effectively 6 year land supply), which should leave us safe with land supply. Until it’s accepted, however, we WILL be held to the new targets, plus 5%.  As it happens, under the new targets, we have a 5.81 year land supply – well over the 5 years required, even with the buffer.

Joint Local Plan: The Joint Local Plan (with South Oxfordshire) was approved unanimously in Council and submitted to the examiners in December 2024. This came after a lengthy and exhaustive process, in which we were given a series of requirements to meet for future development in the Vale (which were non-negotiable from Government) and we aimed to put them into the best possible outcome we could get. We also aimed for the greatest transparency and the maximum possible feedback from residents. The new Local Plan writes in greater support and safeguards around Neighbourhood Development Plans. In addition, we’ve written in the requirement for 40% affordable housing, so hopefully residents and their families can get a look in. As well as infrastructure, increased affordable housing, and stronger safeguards on NDPs, environmental protection and safeguarding have been woven in throughout.  There are areas where we’d have liked to go further, but we still have to get it approved through the Government inspection process. As mentioned above, a crucial reason for accelerating this through is that it sets the agreed housing targets before the changes from Central Government.  We got it submitted just under the wire so that the numbers in it would hold for us going forwards.

Budget: I mentioned last year that projections from 2019 showed us heading towards bankruptcy by 2024.  This did not happen; as of the Budget agreed earlier this year, we remain solvent now and in the future.  At least we will hand over a solid financial situation to whatever Unitary comes about after us.

We also maintained funding for Planning enforcement (such as the powers that we’re allowed give us, anyway) and for the Community Hub, as well as upgrades to the leisure facilities and support for homelessness. Homelessness This year, we became a registered housing provider ourselves, for the first time in nearly thirty years.  This gives us direct access to Homes England funding where appropriate to develop homes and can provide social housing directly. We had to start pretty much from scratch, with two hostels, a two-bedroom house and two three-bedroom houses and we’ve refurbished our ten-bedroom temporary housing accommodation and re-opened it. With our funding, we’re purchasing 18 properties in the Vale with help from the Local Authority Housing Fund which will be part of our housing stock in the longer term.  We’ve also leased 24 houses from the MoD’s current surplus to house families from Afghanistan who had to flee the country after openly (and in many cases at great risk) helping our forces out there (this is something close to my own heart, given my former history in the RAF). Following our requirements for affordable housing in new developments, there were 353 such completed over 2023/24 alone (253 affordable rented, 21 social rented, 79 shared ownership).  I have my personal disagreements with the definition of “affordable” (I believe it’s often not really affordable) but we need Government legislation to alter that. Last year, the Housing Team managed to prevent 343 households (including 253 children) from becoming homeless, despite increasing pressures nationally (homelessness increasing by 8% nationwide). As early intervention is crucial to see to needs before they turn into complex needs, I suspect the Community Hub has had benefits here.

Waste and Recycling Garden waste service changes (brown bins): I mentioned this last year, and now it’s coming live as of 1 April 2025.  Residents should now sign up for that new garden waste permit sticker to put on their brown bins.  This should prevent some of the confusion that occurred in the past when some people who had paid didn’t get their brown bins picked up, and others who hadn’t paid, did get their brown bins emptied (It wasn’t widely prevalent, but it did happen in some cases).

We’re copying West Oxfordshire, who successfully rolled this out a while back The new payment system is now available online at   www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/gardenwaste. Everyone’s payment year will run from 1 April to 31 March each year. Every bin needs its own permit and customers will receive a new sticker annually each time they renew. Customers now have a new online system so they can manage their account, renew their permit and change their details much more easily. This will also mean the councils can contact people quickly if there are any major disruptions to the service, such as during adverse weather (or lorry strikes). Support is available for any customer unable to pay online by contacting the council.

First Electric Food Waste Collection Vehicle: We trialled a couple of EVs for waste collection a year or so back, which didn’t pan out, but a more recent investigation specifically into a food waste collection vehicle was much more promising.  Accordingly, we’ve now purchased one – which is hopefully one of the first steps to decarbonising the entire waste vehicle fleet as the technology steps forwards.  To support it (and future further trials and purchases), two new EV charging points have been installed at the current waste depot. We’re sharing it with South Oxfordshire, and it should cover 26,000 miles per year – which will lead to a saving of more than 20 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent per year.  It’s also an improvement on the existing vehicles – the compression function means it can carry more before it fills up (saving time on needing fewer trips to the food waste reprocessing facility in Wallingford) and it has a lift to assist the bins being mechanically lifted and emptied (unlike the existing ones that work by hand), which is quicker for the crews.

Leisure Centre upgrades: We’ve received developer contributions (of £165,000) to upgrade the tennis courts at White Horse Leisure and Tennis Centre in Abingdon installing a new sand-based Artificial Turf Pitch (ATP) at four tennis courts at the centre. The new surface means the tennis courts can be used in all weather conditions throughout the year.  The old astroturf has been stored for possible repurposing (eg for outdoor classrooms, community landscaping projects for erosion control, for temporary events, or even a putting green). In addition, contractors have been appointed to install the multi-million pound major energy-saving work at both White Horse Leisure and Tennis Centre and Wantage Leisure Centre. This will involve the installation of insulation, new windows, solar panels, air source heat pumps and external wall insulation. Once completed, the measures should help reduce the council’s overall carbon emissions by more than 25 per cent. This work is expected to be completed by March 2025.  This also follows the installation of solar panels and air source heat pumps at Faringdon Leisure Centre last year. Those measures should save around 500,000kWh of energy over a year – the equivalent to the annual electricity use of 135 houses. In addition, the reception at White Horse Leisure and Tennis Centre in Abingdon is being refurbished.  Once complete there will be new flooring, reception desks and a modern automated gated entry system. On top of this, we’ve had approval to spend to replace the ageing gym equipment at the Abingdon, Wantage, and Faringdon Leisure Centres.  Much of the funding has also come through developer infrastructure contributions which were agreed before housing could be built (it’s good to see some of the promised improvements start to materialise).  Hopefully the new equipment will be installed fairly rapidly – the funding is now available. 

Thames Water Reservoir: Despite Thames Water trying to imply they’ve had the go-ahead for the reservoir, they most certainly have not.  They’ve been allowed to start work on examining a section of the soil to see if it’s even possible to hold back all that water.  This is under the “General Permitted Development Order,” which allows water companies to drill boreholes and carry out digs for surveys, as long as they put everything back again within 6 months. They did try using Barrow Road for access, despite it being a restricted byway and the heavy vehicles causing damage to it; with help from County Councillor Peter Stevens, this was blocked and Thames Water have apologised and will use access through fields from north of Drayton. Despite the Environment Agency’s advice to the Secretary of State on the Thames Water plan that they are not allowed to publish it as it stood in December, and that DEFRA consider further public scrutiny, the new Secretary of State signed off their plan regardless – ignoring our requests to talk with him on the subject.  Although this supposedly “establishes the need” for the reservoir, it does NOT approve it (regardless of whatever Thames Water are trying to imply).

Our new MP, Olly Glover, has managed to secure a meeting with the Minister of State below the Secretary of State (despite being repeatedly rebuffed) in which he’ll raise the issues. After we lobbied on having dam breaks and drawdowns “scoped back in” to Thames Water’s proposed Environmental Impact Assessment (as part of our October Full Council Meeting), we’ve since learned that the Environment Agency agreed with us.  The Planning Inspectorate’s “Scoping opinion” includes the EA’s responses, which also insist that embankment breach cannot be scoped out and must be addressed, that emergency drawdown should be in it, and recommend multiple different sizes of flows (including when the Thames is “bank full” and “more extreme events.” Reservoir Clay Compaction Trial Thames Water continue to have problems with their trial site on Hanney Road.  Much of it remains under water (not just their borrow pit, but also the intended site of the clay bank itself). It’s still arguable how little use is a 3-metre high embankment running for a few tens of metres, but it’s instructive as to how much they’ve been struggling to complete it within the year they’d allowed for it (which was supposed to include a 100% overrun for anything unexpected). They put in a planning application to extend hours of work to try to close the gap, but withdrew it earlier this month.  I have no idea what they intend now - whether they’re going to apply to lengthen the period of work, or simply abandon it and say it wasn’t needed, anyway. If Government truly believe that they could dig out and build 11,000 metres of 25-metre high clay banks within 9 years after this, they need their heads examined.
8/2024 Reports from Community Organisations.

Drayton Table Tennis. John Hyland - Secretary Drayton Table Tennis Club. We were formed in the village in 1984 as part of an idea to improve village activities. The headteacher at the village school was involved and so we began playing at the school. This continued until 2021 when we were asked to leave the school. There were no other facilities in the village which could accommodate the club and so we moved to Thameside School in Abingdon but retained the name Drayton Table Tennis Club. This has been our 'home' since then and up to the present day. We are a growing club and currently have 60 members with ages ranging from 8yrs old through to mid 70's. We are attracting all different age groups but younger people especially and with the current lack of facilities for this age demographic we see it as an important outlet for both their time and energies. We play our league games in the Didcot league and currently have 6 teams in the various leagues which makes us the largest club in this league. We have coaching each Monday evening at the school which is led by our qualified coach and supported by a different league player each week. The cost of getting your coaching badges is around £800 per person and we have 2 qualified coaches at our club which we funded. We have 12 Officers within the club which cover everything from memberships, Health and Safety, Fixtures and of course a Chair and Secretary. We play our home games on Wednesday evenings and because of the number of teams we have in the league (6), we need to use both the main hall and also the gym. This currently costs us around £110 per week and it is a tribute to the hard work of our committee and coaches that we are 100% self funding. We hope to continue growing in the future and this will involve additional costs but we will find ways to maintain this ourselves. We are VERY keen to return to the village once a suitable hall is in place and the new pavilion is exactly the sort of venue we would look to utilise. Possibly on multiple occasions each week during our season which runs from September through to May. We would hope that this will be cost effective for both the club and the pavilion. 

9 Public Participation.
Walnut Weadow Small POS Fence. A parishioner raised concern over the wooden fence Miller Homes put up that is already falling down. The Council is clarifying ownership of the fence.
The Chairperson declared the meeting closed at 8:09pm.
Signed:
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