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Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on 14th September 2026 at 7:00pm in the Caudwell Day Centre
Councillors Present: Pervin Shahin (Vice-Chair), Patricia Athawes (Vice-Chair), Andrew Cherriman (RFO), Elaine Wade, Graham Webb.
Councillors Absent: Richard Wade (Chair).
In Attendance: Christopher Price (Clerk), Jonathan Fowler (Programme Manager), Adrian Cooke (VWHDC), Peter Stevens (OCC).
Public: 3 members of the public were present.

Patricia Athawes assumed the Chair.

185/2026 Apologies for Absence.  Richard Wade.

186/2026 Declarations of Interest, Dispensations or Use of Delegated Power. None.

187/2026 Public Participation.
Walnut Meadow Sports Facility. A parishioner complained about the 'Multi Use Games Areas' that are now available to book and are open for free on Saturdays and Sundays from 9am to 5pm. It was noted that the Parish Council is cognisant of the need to balance having free slots available for use by residents and generating income to fund the maintenance and upkeep of the courts. Tenders are being sought for the Sports Pavilion before there is a public consultation for the public works loan.
188/2026 Chair’s Report. Richard Wade was not present.
189/2026 Report from VWHDC Councillor Adrian Cooke.
a) Local Government Reorganisation. Adrian Cooke reported on the  government's plans to reorganise and simplify the structures of councils in England by replacing county and district councils with unitary authorities.

b) Joint Local Plan. Adrian Cooke reported on the Joint Local Plan which will guide the kinds of new housing and jobs needed and where they should go, informing planning application decisions for the districts.

190/2026 Minutes of Previous Meetings.
Minutes of the previous meeting held on 10th August 2026 were approved. 

Proposed: Andrew Cherriman

Seconded: Graham Webb

Resolved: Unanimous

191/2026 Action Checklist from the Previous Meeting. See Appendix A for latest list.

- Oxfordshire Quiet Lanes Pilot Programme. Elaine Wade reported on the implications and it was noted that we would need a public consultation. Action removed.

- Allotment Access / 28 and 30 Church Lane. Graham Webb emailed the former homeowner of 28 Church Lane and and the outstanding payment of £630.00 for the new Deed of Easement has been settled in full. Action removed.

- Grass Cutting. The Clerk reminded the grass cutter that as per the grass cutting specification, he is only to cut the grass when the grass needs cutting, and as we are having the hottest and driest year on record the grass does not need cutting until it rains. Action removed.

- Financial Regulations. The RFO has drafted an updated Financial Regulations for approval. Item removed. Matter continued under item 192/2026 d).

- FP19. The Clerk asked 'Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks' to clear the footpath but it was noted that the entrance to the footpath is still obstructed.

ACTION: Clerk to ask the village caretaker to cut and clear the entrance to FP19.
192/2026 Finance Committee. See Appendix B.

a) Payments

i) The list of payments was approved. 

ii) The payments to be made following the meeting were approved.

iii) The two Councillors that will authorise the on-line payments between this and the next Parish Council meeting are Patricia Athawes and Elaine Wade.

b) Bank Statements and Reconciliation. The bank statements and reconciliation was noted.

c) Disposition of Council Funds. The disposition of council funds was noted.

d) Financial Regulations. The updated version was approved that incorporates the investments policy and has a section on general reserves.
e) Unity Bank. It was agreed to open 2 further savings accounts at Unity Bank and the transfer of funds to these to increase the amount earned from interest.
193/2026 Planning Committee Report See Appendix C.

Planning Applications. The planning applications discussed by the Planning Committee were noted.

194/2026 Staffing Committee. 

Multi Use Games Area's. The contracts for Hanna Stokes and Glenn Woolley have been updated to open the MUGAs at 9:00am and close at 5:00pm Saturday and Sunday. And open at 6:00pm and close at 7:00pm on Mondays, until further notice.
195/2026 Report from OCC Councillor Peter Stevens.
a) Vehicle Activated Sign. The VAS along the High Street has been fixed. 

b) Traffic Calming. There was no update on the pedestrian crossings.

c) Local Government Reorganisation. This is the government's plans to reorganise and simplify the structures of councils in England by replacing county and district councils with unitary authorities.

d) Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF1) Road. This 9 mile road from the A34 at Milton to the Oxford Road (B4015) near Nuneham Courtenay is being built.
196/2026 Staffing Committee (continued). 
OALC Training Courses. It was approved for the Clerk to attend a training course.
197/2026 Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group.
a) Programme Manager's Report. See Appendix D.

b) CCTV Cameras. It was resolved to purchase 3 x 'Farm View' CCTV cameras at a cost of 

£199.00 inc VAT plus £10.00 per month data plan each, and install them at the Walnut Meadow sports facility.

Proposed: Pervin Shahin 
Seconded: Patricia Athawes


Resolved: Unanimous

c) MUGAs Terms & Conditions. It was agreed to approve the Terms & Conditions for hire of the MUGAs.

d) MUGAs Hire. Elaine Wade declared an interest. It was agreed to charge Abingdon Bridge / Damascus £10 per hour for the hire of the MUGAs.
e) Water. This item of business was deferred to the next meeting: To review the quotes received and approve the installation of a water supply to the boundary of the site at Walnut Meadow.
198/2026 Public Art Working Group. 

Walnut. It was noted that a car hit one of the Walnuts on the Village Green and the Village Caretaker has replanted it.
199/2026 Rights of Way & Conservation Working Group. 

Nothing to report.
200/2026 Sutton Wick Lane Trees. 
This item of business was deferred to the next meeting: To consider the quotations to pollarding the Willow Trees around the pond.
201/2026 Travellers use of Recreation ground by Village Hall.
It was noted that travellers illegally stayed on the football pitch next to the village hall. It was agreed to install a height barrier at the entrance to the Village Hall car park to stop caravans. The Council thanks the local residents for clearing up the site after the travellers left.

ACTION: Clerk and Programme Manager to select a height barrier.

202/2026 Village Hall Defibrillator. The defibrillator at the Village Hall is now 12 Years old and has exceeded its expected service life of 10 years. It was agreed to get a new replacement defibrillator.

ACTION: Clerk to order a new defibrillator.
203/2026 Items to be noted from Parish Councillors. None.

204/2026 Date of Next Parish Council Meeting. 12th October 2026 at 7:00pm in the Caudwell Day Centre.

The meeting finished at 8:25pm

Signed_______________________


Date___________________

Appendix A – Action Checklist
- Biodiversity Policy. Elaine Wade and Andrew Cherriman to edit the policy.

- HR policies. Staffing Committee to write.

- FP19. Clerk to ask the village caretaker to cut and clear the entrance to FP19.
- Travellers use of Recreation ground by Village Hall. Clerk and Programme Manager to select a height barrier.

- Village Hall Defibrillator. Clerk to order a new defibrillator.
Appendix B – Finance
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PAYMENTS (AWAITING AUTHORISATION) LIST

08 September 2026 (2026 - 2027)

Vouche Code Date Minute Bank PaymentRef.  Description Supplier VAT Type Net VAT
103 Expenses 05/09/2026 Unity Trust Current #0059 Staff Travel, Allowances & Exp Jon Fowler X 92.00
105 Expenses 05/09/2026 Unity Trust Current /0061 Staff Travel, Allowances & Expe Chris Price X 26.00
100 IT Infrastructure 05/09/2026 Unity Trust Current # 0056 IT Support Flotek s 19453 3891
101 Accounting & Booking Software 05/09/2026 Unity Trust Current #0057 Accounting and Booking Softw: - Starboard - Scribe s 92.00 18.40
104 Caretaker Costs 05/09/2026 Unity Trust Current #0060 Caretaker Chris Wilmott-Smith (Caret X 655.00
97 Planning & Design 05/09/2026 Unity Trust Current #0052 Planning & Design Hemstock Design s 1,950.00 390.00
98 Planning & Design 05/09/2026 Unity Trust Current #0053 Planning & Design SWA Architects s 2,835.00 567.00
106 Planning & Design 05/09/2026 Unity Trust Current # 0064 Planning & Design Vale of White Horse DC X 1,135.50
102 Caretaking 05/09/2026 Unity Trust Current / 0058 MUGA Caretaking Hanna Stokes X 292.33
108 Caretaking 05/09/2026 Unity Trust Current /0063 MUGA Caretaking Glenn Woolley X 457.56
107 Security Hardware 05/09/2026 Unity Trust Current #0062 Gate Walnut Meadows Stopem s 3,990.47 798.09
110 Sports Facilities-WM 08/09/2026 Unity Trust Current / 0066 Sports Facilities Construction Agripower Ltd S 14,225.52 2,845.10
109 Advisory Group 08/09/2026 Unity Trust Current /0065 Room Hire Caudwell Day Centre X 7.50
Total 25,953.41 4,657.50

Total

92.00
26.00
233.44
110.40
655.00
2,340.00
3,402.00
1,135.50
292.33
457.56
4,788.56
17,070.62
7.50

30,610.91
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PAYMENTS LIST

05 Septomber 2026 (2026 - 2027)

Vouche Code oate Minute Bank Payment Ret.  Description Supptier VAT Type et var
79 I Infastrucure osjos206 Unity Trst Current # 0042 T Support Moshace s s 5
81 1T Inastrucure ogos2026 Unity Trst umrent £ 0044 T Support Microshade s 19453 191
8 ITInfastrucure osjos206 Uniy Trst Currnt # 0047 T Support Moshace s 16925 B85
80 Wenste ogo2026 Unty Trst Current #0043 Webste hostng parish onine s 31500 &0
8 Ganss17 ogoa2026 Uniy Trst Curnt £ 0045 Grant Payments Ctzens Adice x 7000
77 Accountig & Booking Software 08/08/2026 Unty Trst Current £ 0040 Yearendcse - Rokas  Ritas Busness Soutons . 61800 12960
85 Playgroun Inspections ogos2026 Unity Trst urent £ 0048 Inspecions - ROSPA Safety  Paysafety Uied s 2000 an
& Grass Cuting osjos206 Uniy Trst Currnt # 0050 22_Conceed 22 Conceled s
86 Bty wht ogos2026 Unity Trst umrent £ 0049 Electicty Charges Eon v o3t 04
78 Water Charges-Wh ogoa2026 Uniy Trst Currnt £ 0041 Water Crarges st ater 3 286
83 Planing & Desgn ogo2026 Unty Trst Current £ 0046 Planning & Design Forge Engincering Desin ¢ 330000 6000
90 Grants & Donations 15/08/2026 Unity Trst Currnt £ Grant Payments The Abingdon Bidge X 400000
89 Bank Charges 3uos2026 Unity Trst Currnt £ Bank Charges Uniy Trust Bank 3 1000
92 Solries: ouo9206 Unity Trst urent £ Net Sores 2on Fowier x 108067
93 Salries ouos2026 Unity Trst Currnt £ Net Saaries s e x 153120
94 persions ouo9206 Unity Trst urent £ Pension Payment occ pensions x w2838
91 Bank Crarges oyosz026 Unity Trst Currnt £ Bank Charges Lioyds Bark 3 200
95 Coretaer Costs ouosrz026 Unty Trst Current £ Coretaker v Wimocsmith(Caret. X 65500
96  Plareing & Design o4o92026 Uniy Trst Curnt £ 0064 Paneing . Desin Voeof Whie Hose D E L850
103 Expenses os/o9/2026 Unity Trst Current £ 0059 Sl Travel, Aowances & Expr Jon Fowler x 20
105 Expenses 050972026 Unity Trst umrent £ 0061 Stoff Trave, Alowances & Expr Chis Price x %00
100 17 Infastrucure os/o9/2026 Unity Trst Current # 0056 ™ Support Fotek s 19053 891
101 Acounting & Booking Sotware 05/03/2026 Unty Trst Current #0057 Accountng and Booking Sotve Starooard -Scrve s 20 1840
104 Carstaker Costs os/092026 Uniy Trst Currnt £ 0060 Caretaker v Wimote Sith (Caret. X ess00
99 Eectnatywht os/o92026 Unty Trst Current £ 0054 Eecticty Crarges e L 1576 o
97 Plreing & Design 05097206 Unity Trst umrent £ 0052 Panning & Design Hemsock Design s 195000 000
98 plariog & Design os/o9/2026 Unity Trst urrnt # 0053 Panning 8 Design ‘WA Avchiects s 28500 se7.00
106 Panning & Design 050972026 Unity Trst umrent £ 0064 Panning & Design Ve of Whie Hose 0 X L3850
108 Carstaing os/092026 Uniy Trst urrnt #0063 UG Cretaing e Woolley x 5756
102 Caretaking os/o92026 Unty Trst Current # 0058 UG Gretaking Honna Sokes X 23
107 Secary Harduare 05092026 Uniy Trst Curnt #_0062 Gate Wainut Mesdows Stopem. s 395047 29809

Total 2672910 281587

Total
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29,544.97




Appendix C – Planning
	P25/V2033/FUL. Demolition of existing single dwelling and associated outbuildings and structures and erection of 15 dwellings together with associated access, parking, landscaping, drainage and associated works. 1 The Green Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JA.
PC: Objection: Drayton Parish Council objects on the following grounds: 1. The proposed number of houses has increased from 8 to 15. The Parish Council believes that this represents over-development of a 0.4 acre plot. 2. The road surface leading from Steventon Road to the entrance to the proposed development is in poor state with deep ruts and puddles in winter. The PC are concerned about the impact of increased traffic on this road. 3. The PC has serious concerns about the number of car journeys that a development of 15 houses will incur. The entrance to the proposed site is accessed from the narrow piece of road referred to above. There is considerable concern about the visibility for access both left and right onto the Steventon Road. The proposed development allows for 30 parking spaces plus 3 for visiting vehicles which we believe will add significantly to our already overcrowded village roads. 4. The transport plan set out in the planning application is misleading. Drayton is served by the X2 bus that leaves approximately every 20 minutes. It is misleading to include school buses and a night service bus in the overall totals to demonstrate transport links. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V1865/HH. SIngle storey extensions to rear, and new window opening to south elevation. Gilbourns Farmhouse 155 Drayton Road Sutton Courtenay Abingdon OX14 4HA.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Planning Permission is Granted.

	P26/V1866/LB. Proposal: Single storey extensions to rear, new window opening to south elevation and associated inernal alterations. Gilbourns Farmhouse 155 Drayton Road Sutton Courtenay Abingdon

OX14 4HA.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Listed Building Consent is Granted.

	P26/V2764/HH. Single storey rear extension and part garage conversion. 47 Whitehorns Way Drayton Abingdon OX14 4LH.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Planning Permission is Granted.

	P26/V3561/HH. Installation on 2no. external AC units. 2B Furlongs Drayton Abingdon OX14 4GE.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V4016/HH. Proposed single storey side extension. 36 Steventon Road Drayton Abingdon OX14 4LD.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.


Appendix D – Programme Manager Report
Walnut Meadows: Now the school summer holidays are over, the daily opening of the MUGAs from 08:00 – 20:00 for free use by residents have ceased. It is proposed to open them on weekends between 09:00 and 17:00 when there are no paid bookings. Although the MUGAs have not been marketed, we currently have paid bookings on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings.

The original drainage design for the interim car park proposed digging up the current hard standing and removing a significant quantity of spoil from the site which proved to be expensive. The drainage consultant was therefore asked to provide a revised design making use of the current hard standing area. The revised design has now been submitted and quotes have been requested for this work.

The interim parking area will include the work to implement the foul and surface drainage for the Pavilion and Padel courts but not the final block paver finish, which will be added once the Pavilion has been built.

A Pre-App advice request has been submitted to The Vale Planning Dept to gauge their views on the construction of Padel courts at Walnut Meadows.

The sports pitches have recovered well after the summer drought.

It has been agreed with the pitch contractor that the secondary drainage installation, which was postponed due to the ground being too hard, will now be completed in 2027. This is due to the fact installing the drainage now would render the pitches unplayable for 4 – 5 months.

It is proposed to remove the Heras fencing around the pitch area and erect it where the car park and Pavilion will be built. Before this can happen, some of the stockade fencing needs to be reinstated to prevent vehicles gaining access to the pitch area

The invoice for the height barrier at Walnut Meadows has been paid. An installation date is awaited.

I have been trying to obtain quotes to lay a water connection from the edge of our site to the Pavilion area as it would be logical to put the trench and pipes in before the car park is constructed. However, despite sending details to several contractors, none have responded.

Traffic Calming: OCC have advised the work to install new pedestrian crossings in Drayton is due to commence in January 2027, 6 years after we sent them our priority list.
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