
[image: image1.jpg]



Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Monday 10th August 2026 at 7:00pm in the Caudwell Day Centre
Councillors Present: Richard Wade (Chair), Pervin Shahin (Vice-Chair), Patricia Athawes (Vice-Chair), Andrew Cherriman (RFO), Elaine Wade, Graham Webb.
Councillors Absent: All Councillors were present.
In Attendance: Christopher Price (Clerk), Jonathan Fowler (Programme Manager), Adrian Cooke (VWHDC), Peter Stevens (OCC).
Public: 11 members of the public were present.

166/2026 Apologies for Absence.  None.

167/2026 Declarations of Interest, Dispensations or Use of Delegated Power. 

Delegated authority – Clerk authorised the appointment of 2 people to unlock and lock the MUGA at Walnut Meadow. Matter continued under item 169/2026 a). And purchased some superglue to repair the 'Rocker Snake' in the Lockway Playground.

168/2026 Public Participation.
a) Reservoir. Derek Stork (Hon Chairman, GARD), reported on the proposed White Horse Reservoir (formerly known as SESRO or the Abingdon Reservoir) which is a major planned 150-billion-litre infrastructure project by Thames Water designed to secure water for 15 million people across the South East, it is expected to be roughly the size of Gatwick Airport.

b) Sutton Wick Lane Trees. It was agreed that a parishioner should obtain some quotations to get the trees around the pond pollarded.

c) Walnut Meadow Sports Facility. A number or parishioners complained about the state of the Walnut Meadow Sports Facility. It was noted that it is not finished and still being built.
d) Chestnut Drive Pumping Station. A number or parishioners and 2 Members of the Residential Management Group Ltd (the Management Company for Walnut Meadow) discussed the use of the pumping station at the end of Chestnut Drive. It was noted that as part of the planning approval for Walnut Meadow, the Pavilion may use the pumping station at the residents' expense, as per the legal agreement that the residents signed when they purchased their homes. However, the Parish Council agreed in principle to contribute to the maintenance of the pumping station (precise details to be arranged). The pumping station will remain private, i.e. will not be publicly adopted by Thames Water.

e) Traffic Calming. OCC have delayed the implementation of the 2 pedestrian crossings to 2027. Matter continued under item 171/2026 h).

169/2026 Chair’s Report. 
a) Multi Use Games Area (MUGA). Richard Wade reported that the MUGAs are being used and 2 people have been employed to unlock the gates at 8am and lock the gates at 8pm until the end of the summer holidays. Matter continued under item 176/2026.

b) IT Policy. The IT policy must be adhered to.
170/2026 Report from VWHDC Councillor Adrian Cooke.
a) Local Government Reorganisation. Adrian Cooke reported on the  government's plans to reorganise and simplify the structures of councils in England by replacing county and district councils with unitary authorities.

b) P25/V0180/O - Land west of Little Smiths Farm, Drayton. This planning application went to appeal but no decision has been made yet.

171/2026 Report from OCC Councillor Peter Stevens.
a) Local Government Reorganisation. Peter Stevens reported on the government's plans to reorganise and simplify the structures of councils in England by replacing county and district councils with unitary authorities.

b) Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF1) Road. This 9 mile road from the A34 at Milton to the Oxford Road (B4015) near Nuneham Courtenay is being built.

c) Drayton to Sutton Courtenay Road B4016. The speed limit may be reduced to 30mph.

d) Oxfordshire Quiet Lanes Pilot Programme. Peter Stevens supports changing Henleys Lane / Church Lane into a quiet lane. Action updated. Matter continued under item 173/2026.

ACTION: Elaine Wade to check out the implications and report back to Council.

e) The Councillor Priority Fund. Peter Stevens would like ideas for his £10,000.00 budget to support local community projects and groups.

f) Reservoir. Peter Stevens will be doing a site visit.
g) Vehicle Activated Sign. The VAS along the High Street is still broken. 
h) Traffic Calming. Peter Stevens agreed to support the Parish Council to prevent OCC from using our S106 Highways allocation towards the proposed works at Hilliat Fields / Prior Drive junctions which are not within the scope of the Parish Council’s priority list.
172/2026 Minutes of Previous Meetings.
a) Minutes of the previous meeting held on 13th July 2026 were approved. 

Proposed: Graham Webb

Seconded: Patricia Athawes


Resolved: Unanimous

b) Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 21st July 2026 were approved.
Proposed: Andrew Cherriman
Seconded: Richard Wade


Resolved: Unanimous
173/2026 Action Checklist from the Previous Meeting. See Appendix A for latest list.

- Sutton Wick Lane Pond. Paul Caudwell (local landowner) said he will clean the pond in the winter. Action completed and removed.
- Oxfordshire Quiet Lanes Pilot Programme. The Clerk submitted an expression of interest for Henleys Lane / Church Lane. It was noted that we need to collect evidence of local support. Action completed and removed.
- Allotment Access / 28 and 30 Church Lane. The Clerk sent a letter to the former homeowner of 28 Church Lane threatening legal action if the £630.00 bill for the new Deed of Easement is not settled in full. Action completed and removed. Matter continued under item 184/2026.

- MUGA. The Clerk asked the Village Caretaker if he will unlock and lock the new MUGA. Action completed and removed.
174/2026 Finance Committee. See Appendix B.

a) Payments

i) The list of payments was approved. 

ii) The payments to be made following the meeting were approved except for the Grass Cutting invoice to the sum of £1,567.68, and with the addition of £4,000 to be paid to The Abingdon Bridge in line with their approved grant request.

ACTION: Clerk to remind the grass cutter that as per the grass cutting specification, he is only to cut the grass when the grass needs cutting, and as we are having the hottest and driest year on record the grass does not need cutting until it rains.

iii) The two Councillors that will authorise the on-line payments between this and the next Parish Council meeting are Patricia Athawes and Elaine Wade.

b) Bank Statements and Reconciliation. The bank statements and reconciliation was noted.

c) Disposition of Council Funds. The disposition of council funds was noted.

d) Internal Auditor. The RFO identified 4 potential new internal auditors and spoke to each of them. It was resolved to appoint Paul Russell (PATAS).
Proposed: Richard Wade

Seconded: Pervin Shahin


Resolved: Unanimous
e) Treasury & Investment Policy. It was noted that the Parish Council currently has a stand-alone treasury and investment policy which is dated 2022. Currently NALC does not publish a stand-alone model treasury and investment policy and instead incorporates into the model financial regulation a number of paragraphs. To help reduce the number of policies and reduce administrative overhead, it was resolved to retire the existing treasury and investment policy and have it incorporated into the financial regulations “Loans and Investments” section.
Proposed: Richard Wade

Seconded: Graham Webb


Resolved: Unanimous
f) Delegated authority. It was agreed to update the Financial Regulations. Much of the change is tidying up layout and language, and removal of several redundant sections such as those relating to cheques, or BACS/CHAPS payments. Other more significant changes are summarised as:
	Section
	Change

	multiple
	Clarified responsibilities between the Clerk and RFO to recognise our current split of responsibilities.

	37
	Allows the RFO to move funds between earmarked reserves and to notify the council after the fact.

	52
	Updates to the delegated authorities to facilitate authorisation of goods or services necessary for the construction of the facilities at Walnut Meadows by the Clerk, RFO, or Program Manager up to limits specified in terms of both a percentage of a budget line or an absolute financial amount. The maximum that can be authorised in this way is 10% of a pre-approved budget.

Note: The requirement for payment to be authorised by two members does not change.

For other purchases, the delegated authority of the Clerk and RFO has been added to allow authorisation to spend up to £5,000 with the approval of the Chair of the council. 

	166
	The payment section has been updated to reflect the current reality that all payments must be approved in the Unity banking system by two members.

	102
	Incorporated the requirements of the old treasury and investment policy into this section, as above in this report).

	124-126
	Clarified responsibilities with respect to the Clerk managing the insurance.

	Appendix
	Updated tender process to remove confidentiality process sections.


ACTION: RFO to draft updated Financial Regulations for approval at the next meeting.

175/2026 Planning Committee Report See Appendix C.

a) Planning Applications. The planning applications discussed by the Planning Committee were noted. 

b) P25/V0180/O - Land west of Little Smiths Farm, Drayton. The outcome of the appeal hearing on 7th July 2026 it yet to be determined.
176/2026 Staffing Committee. 

MUGA's. The appointment of Hanna Stokes and Glenn Woolley was retrospectively approved. They are both self-employed contractors to open and close the MUGAs during the school summer holiday period at the National Living Wage and both have a fixed term contract.
177/2026 Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group.
a) Programme Manager's Report. See Appendix D.

b) Walnut Meadow Sports Facility Car Park. It was noted that the car park surface will need to be permeable in order to conform with the approved planning application.
178/2026 Public Art Working Group. Nothing to report.
179/2026 Rights of Way & Conservation Working Group. 

FP19. It was noted that FP19 is blocked following work by 'Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks'.

ACTION: Clerk to ask 'Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks' to clear the footpath.
180/2026 Sutton Wick Lane Pond.
a) Pond. Update on cleaning of Sutton Wick Pond. Matter discussed under item 173/2026.

b) Trees. Matter discussed under item 168/2026 b).

181/2026 Burial Ground. It was agreed to permit the interment of a non resident due to strong links to the Village.

182/2026 Items to be noted from Parish Councillors. None.

183/2026 Date of Next Parish Council Meeting. Monday 14th September 2026 at 7:00pm in the Caudwell Day Centre.

Reserved Business. Exclusion of the Public and Press. In view of the nature of the business to be transacted any members of the public and press were excluded from the meeting (Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s.1).

184/2026 Allotment Access / 28 and 30 Church Lane. It was noted that the former homeowner of 28 Church Lane has still not paid her half of the solicitor fees (£630.00) for the new Deed of Easement.

ACTION: Graham Webb to email the former homeowner of 28 Church Lane and ask that she pays the £630.00 bill for the new Deed of Easement.

The meeting finished at 9:49pm

Signed_______________________


Date___________________

Appendix A – Action Checklist
- Biodiversity Policy. Elaine Wade and Andrew Cherriman to edit the policy.

- HR policies. Staffing Committee to write.

- Oxfordshire Quiet Lanes Pilot Programme. Elaine Wade to check out the implications and report back to Council.

- Allotment Access / 28 and 30 Church Lane. Graham Webb to email the former homeowner of 28 Church Lane and ask that she pays the £630.00 bill for the new Deed of Easement.

- Grass Cutting. Clerk to remind the grass cutter that as per the grass cutting specification, he is only to cut the grass when the grass needs cutting, and as we are having the hottest and driest year on record the grass does not need cutting until it rains.

- Financial Regulations. RFO to draft updated Financial Regulations for approval at the next meeting.

- FP19. Clerk to ask 'Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks' to clear the footpath.
Appendix B – Financial Management
Payments 1 July 26 to 31 July 26

£10.45 
Bank Charges Unity Trust Bank

£944.27 
Net Salaries xxxxxxxx

£1,374.66 
Net Salaries xxxxxxxx

£718.28 
Pension Payment OCC Pensions

£28.66 
Water Charges Castle Water

£3.00 

Bank Charges Unity Trust Bank

£655.00 
Caretaker Chris Wilmott-Smith (Caretaker

£1,420.98 
Grass Cutting The Landscape Group Oxford

£330.78 
Grass Cutting The Landscape Group Oxford

£15.00 IT 
Support Jules Meredith

£126.70 
Staff Travel, Allowances & Expenses Jonathan Fowler

£110.40 
Accounting and Booking Software Starboard - Scribe

£65.45 
Staff Travel, Allowances & Expenses Mr C Price

£9.45 

Electricity Charges EON

£785.55 
Pension Payment OCC Pensions

£3.00 

Bank Charges Unity Trust Bank

Payments for approval

Rialtas - Year end close 



£777.60

Castle Water - Paid by DD 



£28.66

Microshade VSM - IT Services 


£209.10

Parish Online Jul26-Jul27 



£378.00

Microshade VSM - IT Services 1July 

£233.44

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire 



£700.00

Forge Engineering Design Solutions 

£3,960.00

Microshade VSM - IT Services 1June 

£203.10

Playsafe Ltd - ROSPA inspection 


£252.00

EON Next Electricity Walnut Meadows 

£9.78

The Abingdon Bridge
Grant Application

£4,000.00

Appendix C – Planning
	P25/V2033/FUL. Demolition of existing single dwelling and associated outbuildings and structures and erection of 15 dwellings together with associated access, parking, landscaping, drainage and associated works. 1 The Green Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JA.
PC: Objection: Drayton Parish Council objects on the following grounds: 1. The proposed number of houses has increased from 8 to 15. The Parish Council believes that this represents over-development of a 0.4 acre plot. 2. The road surface leading from Steventon Road to the entrance to the proposed development is in poor state with deep ruts and puddles in winter. The PC are concerned about the impact of increased traffic on this road. 3. The PC has serious concerns about the number of car journeys that a development of 15 houses will incur. The entrance to the proposed site is accessed from the narrow piece of road referred to above. There is considerable concern about the visibility for access both left and right onto the Steventon Road. The proposed development allows for 30 parking spaces plus 3 for visiting vehicles which we believe will add significantly to our already overcrowded village roads. 4. The transport plan set out in the planning application is misleading. Drayton is served by the X2 bus that leaves approximately every 20 minutes. It is misleading to include school buses and a night service bus in the overall totals to demonstrate transport links. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V1637/HH. Application for the demolition and re-build of an existing outbuilding to form an annexe, including single storey extension and associated landscaping. The Grange 13 Gravel Lane Drayton Abingdon OX14 4HY.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Planning Permission is Granted.

	P26/V1865/HH. SIngle storey extensions to rear, and new window opening to south elevation. Gilbourns Farmhouse 155 Drayton Road Sutton Courtenay Abingdon OX14 4HA.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V1866/LB. Proposal: Single storey extensions to rear, new window opening to south elevation and associated inernal alterations. Gilbourns Farmhouse 155 Drayton Road Sutton Courtenay Abingdon

OX14 4HA.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	Ref: P26/V2764/HH. Single storey rear extension and part garage conversion. 47 Whitehorns Way Drayton Abingdon OX14 4LH.
PC: Pending. VWHDC: Pending.


Appendix D – Programme Manager Report
Walnut Meadows: Two contractors have been employed by the Parish Council to open the MUGAs at 08:00 every day and securely close the site at 20:00 every day until 3rd September. They share the work between them and are paid the National Living Wage. The decision to engage the contractors was taken under the Clerk’s delegated powers as we wanted to ensure the MUGAs were available for free use by residents during the summer holidays. The MUGAs are also used by Damascus / Abingdon Bridge on a Monday evening from 18:00 – 19:00. The architect has produced plans showing Padel courts at Walnut Meadows (between the MUGAs and Pavilion) in order that a Pre-App advice request can be submitted to the Vale. The Padel Group are paying for the majority of the architect fees with the PC paying a small proportion as we also wanted to extend the Office / Meeting Area and move the bike racks. The fee for the Pre-App advice will be covered by the Padel Group. The drainage design to deal with the foul waste and surface run-off from the Pavilion and car park is due to be completed 7th August. A drainage design is required as it is sensible to install drainage at the same time as the parking area is being constructed, rather than dig the area up again. A specification for construction of the parking area has been issued to 3 contractors to provide quotes however this does not include any drainage requirements as the design is not yet complete. The intention is to add the drainage requirements as an amendment to the specification once available. Structural drawings for the Pavilion have been produced. These will be required when we go to tender for the construction of the building. As a reminder, we can’t go to tender until we know the outcome of the Pre-App advice and any subsequent planning application for the Padel courts. The pitch contractor is back on site to install the secondary drainage, regrade the ditch alongside the bridleway to the North in order that surface water from the pitches flows to the North and complete the Perimeter Track. Unfortunately, the ground is too hard to install the secondary drainage which will have to wait until it has rained. A pedestrian gate has been installed in the Heras fencing near the play area. It is the intention to use this gate for access to the MUGAs rather than having to open the main site gate. The site survey for the new gate and height barrier has been completed. A date for installation is awaited. When the sports pitches are in use by the Youth teams from October, the children will require access to toilet facilities. A single portaloo (which the PC will hire) will be required for the 2026/27 season as the Pavilion will not be ready until the following year.

Traffic Calming: Final approved designs for the traffic calming measures were received from OCC highways. They include extensive work to the crossing and raised table near Manor Farm which was not on the PC’s priority list. OCC have stated the changes at Manor Farm are due to be funded from our S106 allocation.
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