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Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Monday 13th July 2026 at 7:00pm in the Caudwell Day Centre
Councillors Present: Richard Wade (Chair), Pervin Shahin (Vice-Chair), Patricia Athawes (Vice-Chair), Elaine Wade, Graham Webb.
Councillors Absent: Andrew Cherriman (RFO).
In Attendance: Christopher Price (Clerk), Jonathan Fowler (Programme Manager), Adrian Cooke (VWHDC).
Public: 3 members of the public were present.
Adrian Cooke has resigned from the Parish Council and the Parish Councillor Leader for the Reservoir is now vacant. Drayton is entitled to 11 Parish Councillors so there are currently 5 vacancies. The Parish Council formally thanked Adrian Cooke.
144/2026 Apologies for Absence. Andrew Cherriman. 

145/2026 Declarations of Interest, Dispensations or Use of Delegated Power. 

Delegated Power. The Clerk authorised the payment of £14.00 for the purchase of Green Mould & Algae Killer for the Steventon Road bus stop.

146/2026 Public Participation.
a) Chestnut Drive Pumping Station. Two parishioners raised concerns over the proposed Pavilion using the  pumping station at the end of Chestnut Drive. It was noted that the Parish Council will pay for it's share of the use of the pumping station.

b) Council Tax. A parishioner asked about the increase in council tax to pay for the new Sports Facility. It was noted that there will be a public consultation in the Autumn.

147/2026 Chair’s Report. 
Multi Use Games Area (MUGA). Richard Wade reported that the MUGA has been open 2 nights a week from 4:00pm to 8:00pm.
148/2026 Report from VWHDC Councillor Adrian Cooke.
a) New Land Charge System. This launched on 13th July 2026 and replaces legacy property software with a modernized digital portal linked directly with HM Land Registry.

b) Joint Local Plan. The investigation into the South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse Joint Local Plan has officially resumed following a pause related to housing targets and the duty to cooperate.

c) Housing Targets. The UK government is pursuing a mandate to build 1.5 million new homes.

d) P25/V0180/O - Land west of Little Smiths Farm, Drayton. This planning application went to appeal. Matter continued under item 153/2026 b).

e) Parish Councillor Leader for the Reservoir. This post is now vacant.

149/2026 Report from OCC Councillor. Peter Stevens was not present.

Sutton Wick Flooding. The blocked/broken drain down Sutton Wick Lane has been fixed. 
150/2026 Minutes of Previous Meetings.
a) Minutes of the previous meeting held on 8th June 2026 were approved. 

Proposed: Richard Wade

Seconded: Patricia Athawes


Resolved: Unanimous

b) Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 30th June 2026 were approved.
Proposed: Pervin Shahin

Seconded: Elaine Wade


Resolved: Unanimous

c) Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting held on 30th June 2026 were approved.

Proposed: Patricia Athawes

Seconded: Elaine Wade


Resolved: Unanimous
151/2026 Action Checklist from the Previous Meeting. See Appendix A for latest list.

- FP11. The Clerk contacted St Peters Church who own the overgrown hedge that is obstructing FP11 and the local church council is investigating. Action Completed and removed.

- Sutton Wick Lane Trees. The Clerk emailed the parishioner giving him permission to have a tree survey done. Matter continued under item 158/2026 b). Action Completed and removed.

- Way Finding. Pervin Shahin purchased and planted a replacement walnut tree. Action Completed and removed.
- Sutton Wick Lane Pond. Elaine Wade asked Paul Caudwell (local land owner) if he can help clean the pond but received no response. Action updated.

ACTION: Clerk to asked Paul Caudwell (local land owner) if he can help clean the pond.
- Allotment Access / 28 and 30 Church Lane. The Clerk asked the homeowner of 28 Church Lane to pay their half of the solicitor fees. Matter continued under item 164/2026. Action Completed and removed.
- Burial Ground. Richard Wade drafted an updated to the rules and regulations to clarify the non resident rule. Matter continued under item 159/2026. Action Completed and removed.

- Quiet Lanes. The Clerk circulated the email and added to the agenda. Matter continued under item 160/2026. Action Completed and removed.
152/2026 Finance Committee. See Appendix B.

a) Payments

i) The list of payments was approved. 

ii) The payments to be made following the meeting were approved. 

iii) The two Councillors that will authorise the on-line payments between this and the next Parish Council meeting are Patricia Athawes and Elaine Wade.

b) Bank Statements and Reconciliation. The bank statements and reconciliation was noted.

c) Disposition of Council Funds. The disposition of council funds was noted.

d) Auditing Solutions Ltd. It was noted that our internal auditor has ceased trading. Matter to be discussed at our next Finance meeting.

e) Delegated authority. This matter of business, 'to consider changing our financial regulations so that the Programme Manager can spend within an approved budget without having to wait until the next monthly Council for urgent payments' will be be discussed at our next Finance meeting.

f) Grants. This matter of business, 'to discuss grants awarded by the council, and agree the process for notification and payment of those grants' will be be discussed at our next Finance meeting.

g) Mobile Phone. It was resolved to purchase a Drayton Parish Council mobile phone from EE for use by the Clerk or other member of the Council at a monthly cost not to exceed £16 per month, £19 per month from 31st March 2027, £22 per month from 31st March 2028, £25 per month from 31st March 2029 plus an upfront cost of £8.33. All costs Ex VAT.
Proposed: Graham Webb

Seconded: Elaine Wade


Resolved: Unanimous
153/2026 Planning Committee Report See Appendix C.

a) Planning Applications. The planning applications discussed by the Planning Committee were noted. 

b) P25/V0180/O - Land west of Little Smiths Farm, Drayton. Elaine Wade attended and spoke at the appeal hearing as an interested party on 7th July 2026.
154/2026 Staffing Committee. Nothing to report.
155/2026 Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group.
a) Programme Manager's Report. See Appendix D.

b) S106 drawdown request for £55,056. It was noted that we have submitted a S106 drawdown request for £55,056 for the Perimeter Track at Walnut Meadow.

c) S106 drawdown request for £13,084.40. It was resolved to accept funds, P26/V1050/106 - Further funding towards new Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) at Walnut Meadow.
Proposed: Pervin Shahin

Seconded: Graham Webb

Resolved: Unanimous

d) Walnut Meadow Sports Facility Car Park. Jonathan Fowler requested 3 quotations for the Pavilion and Car Park Drainage Design. Out of the 2 quotations received it was resolved to approve the quotation from Hemstock Design Ltd to the sum of £1,950.00.

Proposed: Richard Wade

Seconded: Graham Webb

Resolved: Unanimous
156/2026 Public Art Working Group
a) Way Finding. Pervin Shahin purchased and planted a replacement walnut tree and there is £75.00 left over. 
157/2026 Rights of Way & Conservation Working Group. 

East Way BW1. It was noted that a tree fell across BW1 and the Clerk asked OCC to remove it.
158/2026 Sutton Wick Lane Pond.
a) Pond. Update on cleaning of Sutton Wick Pond. Matter discussed under item 151/2026.

b) Trees. The tree inspection report was noted. Matter carried over to the next meeting.
159/2026 Burial Ground. It was agreed to update the rules and regulations: 

	Eligibility for burial in the Burial Ground: Please note that only current residents of the Parish, or in exceptional circumstances, people with a strong link to the Parish will be eligible to be buried in the Burial Ground (these are referred to as residents and non-residents in these Rules). The PC will consider the exceptional circumstances on a case-by-case basis. Examples of strong links to the village include: Lived in the Village until recently but having left to move into care, Close relatives currently living in the Village, Close family members buried in the Parish burial ground.


160/2026 Oxfordshire Quiet Lanes Pilot Programme. It was agreed to submit an expression of interest for Henleys Lane / Church Lane.

ACTION: Clerk to submit an expression of interest for Henleys Lane / Church Lane.
161/2026 IT Policy. It was resolved to update the IT policy.
Proposed: Richard Wade

Seconded: Elaine Wade

Resolved: Unanimous
162/2026 Items from Parish Councillors. None.

163/2026 Date of Next Meeting. Monday 10th August 2026 in the Caudwell Day Centre.

Reserved Business. Exclusion of the Public and Press. In view of the nature of the business to be transacted any members of the public and press were excluded from the meeting (Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s.1).

164/2026 Allotment Access / 28 and 30 Church Lane. 

It was noted that the former homeowner of 28 Church Lane has changed her mind and no longer wishes to pay her half of the solicitor fees (£630.00) for the new Deed of Easement. It was agreed to take legal action if the bill is not settled in full.

ACTION: Clerk to send a letter to the former homeowner of 28 Church Lane threatening legal action if the £630.00 bill for the new Deed of Easement is not settled in full.

165/2026 MUGA. It was noted that someone needs to unlock and lock the new MUGA.

ACTION: Clerk to ask the Village Caretaker if he will unlock and lock the new MUGA.

The meeting finished at 9:38pm

Signed_______________________


Date___________________

Appendix A – Action Checklist
- Biodiversity Policy. Elaine Wade and Andrew Cherriman to edit the policy.

- HR policies. Staffing Committee to write.

- Sutton Wick Lane Pond. Clerk to asked Paul Caudwell (local land owner) if he can help clean the pond.
- Oxfordshire Quiet Lanes Pilot Programme. Clerk to submit an expressions of interest for Henleys Lane / Church Lane.

- Allotment Access / 28 and 30 Church Lane. Clerk to send a letter to the former homeowner of 28 Church Lane threatening legal action if the £630.00 bill for the new Deed of Easement is not settled in full.

- MUGA. Clerk to ask the Village Caretaker if he will unlock and lock the new MUGA.

Appendix B – Financial Management
Drayton Parish Council - Payments for approval 13 July 2026

Stopem Limited - Refundable site survey fee 
£250.00

Julian Meredith - Crazy Domains Registration 
£15.00

Starboard Systems - Scribe Monthly Fee 

£110.40

Chris Wilmott - Caretaker Invoice June 

£655.00

E-On - Electricity 




£9.45

Expenses Jon Fowler 



£126.70

Expenses Chris Price 



£65.45

The Landscape Group Oxford 


£1420.98

The Landscape Group Oxford - March Payment 
£330.78

Drayton Parish Council - Payments 1 June 26 to 30 June 26

Date 

Description 



amount

30-Jun-26 
Service Charge 


-£10.90

30-Jun-26 
Manual Credit - Handling Charge 
-£0.40

30-Jun-26 
B/P to: Jonathan Fowler 

-£585.07

30-Jun-26 
B/P to: Mr C J Price 


-£1,607.76

30-Jun-26 
B/P to: HMRC Cumbernauld 

-£1,068.53

29-Jun-26 
B/P to: Stopem 


-£50.00

22-Jun-26 
Direct Debit (CASTLE WATER LTD) -£28.86

18-Jun-26 
B/P to: TheLandscapeGroup 
-£1,628.76

18-Jun-26 
B/P to: Seton Signs 


-£286.74

18-Jun-26 
B/P to: Microshade Consult 

-£203.10

18-Jun-26 
B/P to: Scribe -Starboard 

-£1,735.20

18-Jun-26 
B/P to: OALC 



-£715.25

18-Jun-26 
B/P to: Caudwell DayCentre 

-£112.50

18-Jun-26 
B/P to: Auditing Solutions 

-£630.00

18-Jun-26 
B/P to: ChrisWilmott-Smith 

-£655.00

18-Jun-26 
B/P to: Mr C J Price 


-£88.00

18-Jun-26 
B/P to: Jonathan Fowler 

-£92.00

18-Jun-26 
B/P to: AL Vickery & Son 

-£17.50

18-Jun-26 
B/P to: TheLandscapeGroup 
-£814.38

18-Jun-26 
B/P to: Stopem 


-£250.00

18-Jun-26 
B/P to: Thames Water 

-£138.00

16-Jun-26 
Direct Debit (E.ON NEXT LTD) 
-£9.14

01-Jun-26 
Direct Debit (LLOYDS BANK PLC) 
-£3.00



Total 




-£10,730.09

Drayton Parish Council - Disposition of Funds as of 30 June 2026

Drayton Parish Council Projects Account 
£249,675.43

Drayton Parish Council Current T2 

£200,394.71

Total 





£450,070.14

Appendix C – Planning
	P25/V2033/FUL. Demolition of existing single dwelling and associated outbuildings and structures and erection of 15 dwellings together with associated access, parking, landscaping, drainage and associated works. 1 The Green Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JA.
PC: Objection: Drayton Parish Council objects on the following grounds: 1. The proposed number of houses has increased from 8 to 15. The Parish Council believes that this represents over-development of a 0.4 acre plot. 2. The road surface leading from Steventon Road to the entrance to the proposed development is in poor state with deep ruts and puddles in winter. The PC are concerned about the impact of increased traffic on this road. 3. The PC has serious concerns about the number of car journeys that a development of 15 houses will incur. The entrance to the proposed site is accessed from the narrow piece of road referred to above. There is considerable concern about the visibility for access both left and right onto the Steventon Road. The proposed development allows for 30 parking spaces plus 3 for visiting vehicles which we believe will add significantly to our already overcrowded village roads. 4. The transport plan set out in the planning application is misleading. Drayton is served by the X2 bus that leaves approximately every 20 minutes. It is misleading to include school buses and a night service bus in the overall totals to demonstrate transport links. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V0710/HH. Garage conversion, including loft conversion and minor external alteration (insertion of window), to provide additional ancillary living accommodation, including a guest bedroom, to the existing single C3 dwelling house. 21 Furrows End Drayton Abingdon OX14 4GN.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Planning Permission is Granted.

	P26/V0820/HH. 6 Lammas Land Drayton Abingdon OX14 4GG. Partial garage conversion.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Planning Permission is Granted.

	P26/V1637/HH. Application for the demolition and re-build of an existing outbuilding to form an annexe, including single storey extension and associated landscaping. The Grange 13 Gravel Lane Drayton Abingdon OX14 4HY.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V1865/HH. SIngle storey extensions to rear, and new window opening to south elevation. Gilbourns Farmhouse 155 Drayton Road Sutton Courtenay Abingdon OX14 4HA.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V1866/LB. Proposal: Single storey extensions to rear, new window opening to south elevation and associated inernal alterations. Gilbourns Farmhouse 155 Drayton Road Sutton Courtenay Abingdon

OX14 4HA.
PC: Pending. VWHDC: Pending.


Appendix D – Programme Manager Report
Walnut Meadows: The MUGAs have been opened for residents to use at no cost on Wednesdays and Fridays from 16:00 – 20:00. When I went to close the site on Friday 3rd July both MUGAs were in use (one for Tennis and one for Football) which is great to see them being used. I have been in discussion with Drayton Youth who have requested use of the MUGAs for Football training on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from October to March. Two other youth teams have also requested to use the MUGAs for their winter training. Due to multiple requests to use the MUGAs and sports pitches from October for football matches and training, it is proposed to build the full size car park but with a finish of crushed concrete which is cheaper than block paving. Building the car park early will allow us to receive income for the MUGAs and pitches whilst minimising the risk of parking on the Walnut Meadows estate roads. However, if we are going to create the car park it makes sense to install drainage (foul and surface water) for the Pavilion at the same time, to avoid digging it up later. Quotes for a drainage design have therefore been requested and will be reviewed at the July Full Council meeting. The final block paving finish for the car park will be applied once the Pavilion is constructed. The Padel group have given the go ahead for the revisions to the Pavilion site plans in order to submit a Pre-App advice request to the Vale Planning Department. The Padel proposal will delay the Pavilion build as the architect estimates he will be able to amend the plans by end of July, there is then a 5 week turnaround from the Vale to complete the Pre-App advice. We will then need to submit a full planning application, which requires a further 12 week consideration by The Vale (although may be sooner as it’s been through Pre-App). We then need to issue tender documents so it is now unlikely the Pavilion build can commence this year. The draft legal agreement between the Padel Group and the Parish Council is still under discussion. I’m still waiting for a quote from Thames Water to run a supply to the site. They have a 20 working day lead-time.

Manor Farm: The site inspection for the Manor Farm PoS took place with The Vale recommending the start of the 12 month warranty period prior to handover of the land to the Parish Council.
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