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Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Monday 8th June 2026 at 7:00pm in the Caudwell Day Centre
Councillors Present: Richard Wade (Chair), Pervin Shahin (Vice-Chair), Patricia Athawes (Vice-Chair), Elaine Wade, Graham Webb.
Councillors Absent: Andrew Cherriman (RFO), Adrian Cooke (PC and VWHDC).
In Attendance: Christopher Price (Clerk), Jonathan Fowler (Programme Manager) Peter Stevens (OCC).
Public: 4 members of the public were present. 

111/2026 Apologies for Absence. Andrew Cherriman and Adrian Cooke. 

112/2026 Declarations of Interest, Dispensations or Use of Delegated Power. None.

113/2026 Public Participation.
a) Police Community Support Officer, Jen Holt C9925, introduced herself and is the new PCSO for the Drayton area. There will be 'Have You Say' sessions starting in the Village Hall soon.

b) Sports Facility Security. A parishioner raised concerns over security at the site and asked who will manage it. Matter continued under item 121/2026 e).

c) Council Tax. A parishioner said that the increase in council tax to pay for the new Sports Facility could be iniquitous.

d) Sutton Wick Pond Willow Tree. A parishioner raised concerns over one of the willow trees around the pond. It was agreed to allow him to have a tree survey done.

ACTION: Clerk to email the parishioner giving him permission to have a tree survey done.

e) Sutton Wick Flooding. A parishioner asked Peter Stevens (OCC) when the blocked/broken drain down Sutton Wick Lane would be fixed. Peter Stevens (OCC) confirmed that it is on the OCC Highways job list.

114/2026 Chair’s Report.
Traffic Calming. Richard Wade expressed discontent and frustration at the time it is taking OCC Highways to implement the traffic calming measures and said it was beyond pale.
115/2026 Report from VWHDC Councillor. Adrian Cooke was not present.

116/2026 Report from OCC Councillor. Peter Stevens.
a) Vehicle Activated Sign. The broken VAS along the High Street is still broken.

b) Sutton Wick Flooding. Matter discussed under item 113/2026 e).
c) Joint Local Plan. This is now on its second consultation.

d) Reservoir. Peter Stevens updated the Council on the reservoir. It was noted that there may be a compulsory purchase of some Parish Council land at Walnut Meadow for the 'river tunnel'.

e) HIF1 Road. Work has started on the 9 mile road from the A34 at Milton to the Oxford Road (B4015) near Nuneham Courtenay and it will take 2 years to complete.
117/2026 Minutes of Previous Meetings.
a) Minutes of the meeting held on 11th May 2026 were approved. 

Proposed: Patricia Athawes

Seconded: Pervin Shahin


Resolved: Unanimous

b) Minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 28th January 2026 were approved.
Proposed: Pervin Shahin

Seconded: Graham Webb


Resolved: Unanimous

c) Minutes of the Finance and Personnel Committee meeting held on 6th January 2026 were approved.

Proposed: Elaine Wade

Seconded: Patricia Athawes


Resolved: Unanimous
118/2026 Action Checklist from the Previous Meeting. See Appendix A for latest list.

- Village Hall Grant Application. The Clerk circulated the grant application and added it to this agenda. See item 119/2026 e). Action completed and removed.

e next finance agenda.

- FP11. The Clerk has asked the Grass Cutter for a quotation to cut the hedge but has not received a response. It was noted that hedge cutting season is from September to February. Action updated.

ACTION: Clerk to get a quotation to cut the hedge and consult St Peters Church who are the landowner.

- Sutton Wick Lane Pond. The Clerk asked Peter Stevens (OCC) for an update on the drain repair. See item 113/2026 d) and Jonathan Fowler reported that the sports pitch contractor has not yet completed the work on the ditch, but once completed the rain water run-off from Chestnut Drive will flow North towards Abingdon. Action completed and removed.

- Drayton Youth Centre Charity. Jonathan Fowler let Paul Cauldwell know how the money would be spent. Matter continued under item 119/2026 g). Action completed and removed.
- Way Finding. Jonathan Fowler sent Christopher Price the S106 forms to sign and they were submit to the VWHDC. Action completed and removed.
- Grass Cutting. The Grass cutter said that he could collect and dispose of the grass cuttings on the NE parcel of the Village Green free of charge. Action completed and removed.
119/2026 Finance Committee. See Appendix B.

a) Election of Chair. Patricia Athawes was elected Chair.

b) Payments

i) The list of payments were approved. 

ii) The payments to be made following the meeting were approved. 

iii) The two Councillors that will authorise the on-line payments between this and the next Parish Council meeting are Patricia Athawes and Elaine Wade.

c) Bank Statements and Reconciliation. The bank statements were noted, but there was no reconciliation to note.

d) Disposition of Council Funds. The disposition of council funds was noted.

e) Village Hall Grant Application. £3,000.00. It was noted that this grant application has not been included on our 2026-27 budget. It was agreed to discuss it at our next Finance meeting.

f) S106 Draw Down. It was resolved to request to drawdown S106 funding, to cover various ancillary works related to bring the MUGAs into operation. Specifically:

• A Hoggin path between the gates at either end of the MUGA courts - £6,262.09

• Lighting between the car park and MUGA courts - £1,465.00

• A trench and ducting for the lighting - £1,378.78

• A feeder pillar to house the electrical supply for the floodlights - £644.00

• Additional costs for the supply of water plus additional admin and accounting - £2,460.00

• Temporary plastic mesh to create walkway - £874.53
Proposed: Pervin Shahin

Seconded: Elaine Wade

Resolved: Unanimous
g) Drayton Youth Centre Charity Cheque for £73,345.33. It was noted that the cheque was rejected by the bank. Reason: Suspected fraudulent/ counterfeit cheque discovered within the clearing cycle and the bank charged the Council a standard charge of £6.00.

120/2026 Planning Committee Report See Appendix C.

a) Election of Chair. Graham Webb was elected Chair.
b) Planning Applications. The planning applications discussed by the Planning Committee were noted. 

c) P25/V0180/O - Land west of Little Smiths Farm, Drayton. This planning application is going to appeal on 7th July 2026. Elaine Wade has contacted the Planning Inspectorate to indicate that we will attend the appeal hearing as an interested party.

121/2026 Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group
a) Election of Chair. Graham Webb was elected Chair.
b) Programme Manager's Report. See Appendix D.

c) Plans. It was resolved to approve the quote from Stanhope Wilkinson Associates Architects to the sum of of £2835.00 to amending the Pavilion plans to extend the Office / Meeting Area and add the Padel courts. The cost of amending the plans will be paid for by the Padel group and the Parish Council will only need to pay for the remaining £900.00.
Proposed: Richard Wade

Seconded: Patricia Athawes

Resolved: Unanimous
d) Thames Water. It was resolved to approve a spend of £138.00 in order for Thames Water to re-quote for a water supply to the Walnut Meadows site.
Proposed: Richard Wade

Seconded: Graham Webb

Resolved: Unanimous
e) Height Barrier. The 3 quotes for a gate and height barrier to replace the current gate at Walnut Meadow were reviewed and it was resolved to approve the cheapest: Stopem at a cost of £4,252.96.
Proposed: Graham Webb

Seconded: Patricia Athawes

Resolved: Unanimous
122/2026 Public Art Working Group
a) Election of Chair. Pervin Shahin was elected Chair.

b) Way Finding. It was agreed that the £189.58 raised at the unveiling of the way finding map on 3rd May 2026 should be spent of a replacement walnut tree as the one planted on the Village Green is dead.

ACTION: Pervin Shahin to get quotations for a replacement walnut tree.
123/2026 Rights of Way & Conservation Working Group. 

Election of Chair. Richard Wade was elected Chair.
124/2026 Sutton Wick Lane Pond. It was noted that 3 quotations have been received to clean the pond but they range from £15k up to £20k.

ACTION: Elaine Wade to ask Paul Caudwell (local land owner) if he can help clean the pond.
125/2026 Allotment Access / 28 and 30 Church Lane. 

New Deed of Easement. It was noted that the homeowner of 30 Church Lane has paid their half of the solicitor fees for the new Deed of Easement.

ACTION: Clerk to ask the homeowner of 28 Church Lane to pay their half of the solicitor fees.
126/2026 Burial Ground.
Non Resident. It was note that we have received a request for an interment of a non resident.

Burial Ground Regulations state:

	Eligibility for burial in the Burial Ground. Please note that only current residents of the Parish, or in exceptional circumstances, people with a strong link to the Parish will be eligible to be buried in the Burial Ground (these are described as residents and non-residents in these Rules). The PC will consider the exceptional circumstances on a case-by-case basis applying a consistent set of criteria.


It was agreed to refuse the request as the deceased lived the majority of their live outside of Drayton and do not have any family members currently living in Drayton.

ACTION: Richard Wade to draft updated to the rules and regulations to clarify the non resident rule.

127/2026 Items from Parish Councillors. 
Quiet Lanes. Graham Webb expressed an interest in the 'Oxfordshire quiet lanes pilot programme' that is now open for expressions of interest.

ACTION: Clerk to circulate the email and add to next months agenda.

128/2026 Date of Next Meeting. Monday 13th July 2026 in the Caudwell Day Centre.

Reserved Business. Exclusion of the Public and Press. In view of the nature of the business to be transacted any members of the public and press were excluded from the meeting (Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s.1).

Christopher Price and Jonathan Fowler left the meeting. 
129/2026 Staffing Committee.
a) Election of Chair. Elaine Wade was elected Chair.

b) HR Policies. Item of business carried forward to the next meeting.

c) Clerk's Pay and Hours. It was agreed to increase Chris Price's hours and pay in his role as Clerk. From 12 to 17 hours per week and pay from SCP22 to SCP31 backdated to 1st May 2026.

d) Programme Manager. It was agreed to extending the employment contract for Jon Fowler until August 2027.

The meeting finished at 9:31pm

Signed_______________________


Date___________________

Appendix A – Action Checklist
- Biodiversity Policy. Elaine Wade and Andrew Cherriman to edit the policy.

- HR policies. Staffing Committee to write.

- FP11. Clerk to get a quotation to cut the hedge and consult St Peters Church who are the landowner.

- Sutton Wick Lane Pond. Clerk to email the parishioner giving him permission to have a tree survey done.

- Way Finding. Pervin Shahin to get quotations for a replacement walnut tree.
- Sutton Wick Lane Pond. Elaine Wade to ask Paul Caudwell (local land owner) if he can help clean the pond.
- Allotment Access / 28 and 30 Church Lane. Clerk to ask the homeowner of 28 Church Lane to pay their half of the solicitor fees.
- Burial Ground. Richard Wade to draft updated to the rules and regulations to clarify the non resident rule.

- Quiet Lanes. Clerk to circulate the email and add to next months agenda.
Appendix B – Financial Management
Drayton Parish Council - Payments 1 May 26 to 31 May 26

Date Description amount

31-May-26 Service Charge 






-£15.85

29-May-26 B/P to: Jonathan Fowler 





-£1,123.87

29-May-26 B/P to: Mr C J Price 





-£865.72

29-May-26 B/P to: OCC Pension Fund 




-£544.74

29-May-26 B/P to: HMRC Cumbernauld 




-£233.63

26-May-26 B/P to: Linda Benton 





-£2,000.00

26-May-26 B/P to: FODSA 






-£700.00

26-May-26 B/P to: G P Webb 





-£96.00

26-May-26 B/P to: Zurich Municipal 





-£2,883.48

26-May-26 B/P to: Oxford Oak 





-£1,510.80

26-May-26 B/P to: Jonathan Fowler 





-£201.29

26-May-26 B/P to: Agripower 





-£61,396.30

26-May-26 B/P to: Mr C J Price 





-£74.61

26-May-26 B/P to: ChrisWilmott-Smith 




-£655.00

26-May-26 B/P to: Agripower 





-£7,514.51

26-May-26 B/P to: Miss Pervin Shahin 




-£189.58

26-May-26 Direct Debit (CASTLE WATER LTD) 



-£28.66

21-May-26 Direct Debit (E.ON NEXT LTD) 




-£10.08

19-May-26 Unpaid Cheque Inwards Fee 




-£6.00

19-May-26 Unpaid Cheque - DRAYTON YOUTH CENTRE CHARITY 
-£73,345.33

01-May-26 Direct Debit (LLOYDS BANK PLC) 



-£3.00

Drayton Parish Council - Payments for approval 8 June 2026

The Landscape Group Oxford - Grass Cutting - April 


£1,628.76

Castle Water - Direct Debit 






£28.66

Thames Water - Requote Fee for Walnut Meadows 


£138.00

Seton - Signs for MUGA 






£232.00

Microshade - IT Support & Services 





£203.10

Scribe Accounts - Onboarding 





£1,735.20

OALC - Annual Subsciption 






£715.25

Caudwell Day Centre - room bookings 




£112.5

Auditing Solutions Ltd - Internal Audit 




£630.00

Scribe Accounts - Monthly Fee 





£110.40

Chris Wilmott - Caretake Services May 




£655.00

Chris Price Expenses May plus unpaid December 



£88.80

Jon Fowler Expenses May 






£92.00

Vickery - Lock and Chain for Walnut Meadows 



£17.50

E-On - Walnut Meadows Feeder Piller - By DD 



£9.14

The Landscape Group Oxford - Grass Cutting - May 


£814.38

Drayton Parish Council - Disposition of Funds as of 31 May 2026

Drayton Parish Council Projects Account 




£248,467.47

Drayton (Abingdon) Parish Council Current T2 



£137,687.47

Appendix C – Planning
	P25/V2033/FUL. Demolition of existing single dwelling and associated outbuildings and structures and erection of 15 dwellings together with associated access, parking, landscaping, drainage and associated works. 1 The Green Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JA.
PC: Objection: Drayton Parish Council objects on the following grounds: 1. The proposed number of houses has increased from 8 to 15. The Parish Council believes that this represents over-development of a 0.4 acre plot. 2. The road surface leading from Steventon Road to the entrance to the proposed development is in poor state with deep ruts and puddles in winter. The PC are concerned about the impact of increased traffic on this road. 3. The PC has serious concerns about the number of car journeys that a development of 15 houses will incur. The entrance to the proposed site is accessed from the narrow piece of road referred to above. There is considerable concern about the visibility for access both left and right onto the Steventon Road. The proposed development allows for 30 parking spaces plus 3 for visiting vehicles which we believe will add significantly to our already overcrowded village roads. 4. The transport plan set out in the planning application is misleading. Drayton is served by the X2 bus that leaves approximately every 20 minutes. It is misleading to include school buses and a night service bus in the overall totals to demonstrate transport links. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V0710/HH. Garage conversion, including loft conversion and minor external alteration (insertion of window), to provide additional ancillary living accommodation, including a guest bedroom, to the existing single C3 dwelling house. 21 Furrows End Drayton Abingdon OX14 4GN.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V0820/HH. 6 Lammas Land Drayton Abingdon OX14 4GG. Partial garage conversion.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V1637/HH. Application for the demolition and re-build of an existing outbuilding to form an annexe, including single storey extension and associated landscaping. The Grange 13 Gravel Lane Drayton Abingdon OX14 4HY.
PC: Pending. VWHDC: Pending.


Appendix D – Programme Manager Report
Walnut Meadows: The MUGAs are now available for use. Although a resident expressed an interest in using the MUGAs for group 5-a-side matches there has been no response recently. I have posted on Facebook to ascertain if any Clubs / Societies wish to use the MUGAs at no cost for the first month. I held a Teams call with representatives from two Youth football teams (Drayton Youth and Europa Titans) who wish to use the sports pitches when they are available in the Autumn. Europa require the pitches for weekday training whilst both teams require the pitches for weekend matches. When matches are in progress there can be a minimum of 30 vehicles in attendance. We therefore need to ensure there is sufficient parking and vehicles do not park on the estate roads. A plan showing the parking available on the current hard-standing area is being developed (the car park will be the final element of the construction to be completed). A Teams call was held with the architect who produced the Pavilion plans. The purpose was to discuss the cost of amending the plans to cater for Padel courts and a larger Office / Meeting Area in order that a pre-app advice query can be submitted to the LPA. The cost of amending the plans will be borne by the Padel group. I am in discussions with Thames Water to provide a water supply to the site. This will be required for the Pavilion build, however, TW require a fee of £138 to re-quote (a quote was originally obtained in 2024 but not progressed as we would be paying a standing charge). The intention is for TW to run the supply to the edge of the site and then use the Pavilion contractor to run the supply to where it is required as this will be cheaper. I have been obtaining quotes to supply and install a new gate and height barrier at the entrance to Walnut Meadows. A height barrier was always part of the plans for the site as we need to ensure travellers do not access the pitch area. The sports pitch contractor will be back on site towards the end of July to complete the perimeter track, install the secondary drainage and regrade the ditch to the north of the site.
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