
[image: image1.jpg]



Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Finance Meeting

held on Tuesday 30th June 2026 at 6:00pm in the Caudwell Day Centre
Councillors Present: Patricia Athawes (Chair), Andrew Cherriman (RFO), Richard Wade, Pervin Shahin, Elaine Wade.
Councillors Absent: Graham Webb.
In Attendance: Christopher Price (Clerk), Jonathan Fowler (Programme Manager).

Public: 5 members of the public were present. 

8/2026 Apologies for Absence. Graham Webb.

9/2026 Declarations of Interest, Dispensations or Use of Delegated Power. None.
10/2026 Public Participation.
Village Hall Grant Application. £3,000.00. Fred Stevens expressed an interest in this grant application. Matter continued under item 12/2026. 
11/2026 RFO's Report.
We are in the process of moving from Railtas Alpha accounting software to Scribe accounting software. Our budget is good and we are solvent.
12/2026 Village Hall Grant Application. £3,000.00. The original Village Hall grant application was lost and the replacement Village Hall grant application was discussed and considered. The latest Village Hall accounts submitted are for year ending 31st March 2025. It’s difficult to fully understand the position but it looks like the Hall has been running at a loss with reserves in the region of 4 months worth of operating costs. In the summer of 2025, a meeting was held with representatives of the Parish Council.  As a result, the Hall's hire rates were reviewed, and increased as of Oct 2025. The increase was roughly 10%. It was agreed that we really need to see the latest 2026 accounts to determine what effect this has had. The application states that the request for £3000 is to cover “ongoing maintenance”. The only statement as to what the funds will be used for is: “Various items as and when they occur (present renewal of toilet system (cistern?) decoration of small hall renewal of kitchen and bar floor).”  There are no detailed costings or timescales. Given this, we need to view this as a contribution to the general running costs of the Village Hall. As such it would constitute a roughly 10% share of these costs. If it is the case that we are being asked for a contribution to running costs, It was agreed that we really need to understand the business plan and in particular why ongoing maintenance is not part of the plan. It was resolved that the Village Hall should submit a new up to date grant application with the latest and more detailed accounts, showing its operational / running costs.

Proposed: Richard Wade

Seconded: Andrew Cherriman

Resolved: Unanimous
13/2026 Items from Parish Councillors. None.
14/2026 Date of Next Finance Meeting. To be arranged.

The meeting finished at 6:35pm

Signed_______________________


Date___________________
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