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Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting

held on Monday 11th May 2026 at 7:00pm in the Caudwell Day Centre
Councillors Present: Richard Wade (Chairperson), Pervin Shahin (Vice-Chairperson), Patricia Athawes (Vice-Chairperson), Elaine Wade, Adrian Cooke, Graham Webb (co-opted item 85/2026).
Councillors Absent: Andrew Cherriman (RFO)
In Attendance: Christopher Price (Clerk), Jonathan Fowler (Programme Manager).
Public: 9 members of the public were present.

84/2026 Election of Chairperson and signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  

Richard Wade was elected Chairperson and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

Proposed: Adrian Cooke

Seconded: Pervin Shahin


Resolved: Unanimous
85/2026 Co-option. It was resolved to co-opt Graham Webb onto the council.

Proposed: Richard Wade

Seconded: Adrian Cooke


Resolved: Unanimous
Drayton is entitled to 11 Parish Councillors so there are currently 4 vacancies.
86/2026 Election of Vice-Chairperson and signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
Pervin Shahin was elected Vice-Chairperson and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

Proposed: Elaine Wade

Seconded: Adrian Cooke


Resolved: Unanimous

Patricia Athawes was elected Vice-Chairperson and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

Proposed: Adrian Cooke

Seconded: Richard Wade


Resolved: Unanimous
87/2026 Apologies for Absence.  Andrew Cherriman and Peter Stevens (OCC).
88/2026 Public Participation.
a) Village Hall. A parishioner suggested turning the existing Village Hall round 90 degrees instead of building the new sports facility at Walnut Meadow. It was noted that the walnut meadow site is much larger.

b) Village Hall Grant Application. Fred Stevens (Village Hall Chairperson) asked for an update on the grant application he submitted for £3,000.00. 

ACTION: Clerk to circulate grant application and add to the next finance agenda.

c) FP11. A parishioner complained that the hedge within St Peter's Church grave yard is over grown and people are forced to walk over the cremation plots.

ACTION: Clerk to get a quotation to cut the hedge.

d) Sutton Wick Lane Pond. A parishioner reported that he is getting quotations to dredge the pond.

ACTION: Clerk to ask Peter Stevens (OCC) for an update on the drain repair. Jonathan Fowler to check whether the sports pitch contractor has regraded the ditch to the north of Chestnut Drive so that the water flows north rather than to Sutton Wick pond.

e) Drayton Youth Centre Charity. Paul Cauldwell presented a cheque for £73,345.33 to the Council to go towards the sports pitches at Walnut Meadow. It was suggested that there should be a plaque erected on the Pavilion to recognise this generous donation.

ACTION: Jonathan Fowler to let Paul Cauldwell know how the money will be spent.

f) Walnut Meadow. A number of parishioners raised concerns over the proposed Sports Pavilion using the pumping station at the end of Chestnut Drive that is paid for by the local residents. It was noted that the Walnut Meadow planning application was approved with the sports pavilion included, and the Parish Council will contribute for using the pumping station.

89/2026 To Approve. 
a) Standing Orders. https://draytonparish.gov.uk/standing-orders/
Proposed: Pervin Shahin

Seconded: Patricia Athawes


Resolved: Unanimous
b) Financial Regulations. https://draytonparish.gov.uk/financial-regulations/
Proposed: Adrian Cooke

Seconded: Patricia Athawes


Resolved: Unanimous

c) Councils Code of Conduct. https://draytonparish.gov.uk/councillor-code-of-conduct/
Proposed: Pervin Shahin

Seconded: Patricia Athawes


Resolved: Unanimous

90/2026 To Confirm the Terms of Reference and Membership of the Committees and Working Groups:
It was resolved in the January meeting to have a separate staffing committee instead of Finance and Personnel. For TofR see: https://draytonparish.gov.uk/general-policies-and-publications/ 
It was resolved to approve the Terms of Reference.

Proposed: Graham Webb

Seconded: Elaine Wade


Resolved: Unanimous

It was resolved to approve the new Staffing Committee Terms of Reference.

Proposed: Pervin Shahin

Seconded: Richard Wade


Resolved: Unanimous

a) Finance Committee: Patricia Athawes, Richard Wade, Elaine Wade, Pervin Shahin, Graham Webb.

b) Planning Committee: Elaine Wade, Richard Wade, Patricia Athawes, Andrew Cherriman, Graham Webb.
c) Staffing Committee: Elaine Wade, Patricia Athawes, Pervin Shahin. 
d) Rights of Way and Conservation Working Group: Richard Wade, Graham Webb, Elaine Wade, Pervin Shahin, Christine West.
e) Public Art Working Group: Pervin Shahin, Patricia Athawes, Elaine Wade.
f) Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group: Graham Webb, Patricia Athawes, Richard Wade, Andrew Cherriman.
g) Landscape Management Plan Working Group: Richard Wade, Pervin Shahin, Elaine Wade, Christopher Price.
91/2026 To confirm Parish Councillors Leaders:
a) Burial Ground: Richard Wade

b) Reservoir: Adrian Cooke
c) Public Transport and Cycle Paths: Andrew Cherriman
d) Drayton Chronicle Contributor: Elaine Wade
92/2026 To confirm Parish Council Representatives:
a) Public Transport Liaison: Andrew Cherriman
b) Drayton Village Hall & Recreation Ground (nominated trustee): Pervin Shahin

c) Community Trust (nominated trustee): Andrew Cherriman
d) Millennium Green Trust Liaison: Richard Wade

e) DAMASCUS Project: Pervin Shahin

f) Footpath Warden: Elaine Wade, Andrew Cherriman
g) Drayton Community Primary School: Patricia Athawes

93/2026 To Approve: It was resolved to approve the following.
a) Current Account - Unity

b) Savings Account - Unity

c) Internal Auditor - Lisa Wilkinson

d) External Auditor – Moore
Proposed: Patricia Athawes

Seconded: Richard Wade


Resolved: Unanimous
94/2026 Declarations of Interest, Dispensations or Use of Delegated Power. None.

95/2026 Chairperson’s Report.
Public Art Way Finding. The unveiling of the way finding map and planting of a tree on the Village Green on 3rd May 2026 was a great success and £189.58 was raised.
96/2026 Report from VWHDC Councillor Adrian Cooke.
a) Biffa. South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils this week announced they have awarded their joint Waste Collection and Street Cleansing contract to waste contractor, Biffa Waste Services, following a rigorous procurement process. The new contract will begin on 29 June 2026. 

b) Nature Recovery. South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have made it easier for community organisations, including town and parish councils, to create nature recovery projects such as wildflower meadows on district council-owned land.

97/2026 Report from OCC Councillor. Peter Stevens was not present.
98/2026 Minutes of the Previous Meetings.
a) Minutes of the meeting held on 13th April 2026 were approved. 

Proposed: Patricia Athawes

Seconded: Elaine Wade


Resolved: Unanimous

b) Minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2026 were approved.

Proposed: Pervin Shahin

Seconded: Elaine Wade


Resolved: Unanimous

99/2026 Action Checklist from the Previous Meeting. See Appendix A for latest list.

- Staffing Committee. Elaine Wade drafted the terms of reference. Action completed and removed.

- HR Policies. Staffing Committee to write.

- P25/V0180/O - Land west of Little Smiths Farm, Drayton. Elaine Wade has respond to the VWHDC. Action completed and removed.
- Tree Guard. Pervin Shahin ordered the tree guard. Action completed and removed.

- Heras Fence Panels. The Clerk offered 3 Heras fence panels to the leader of the Drayton Tommy group. Action completed and removed.
100/2026 Financial Management. See Appendix B.

a) Payments

i) The list of payments were approved. 

ii) The payments to be made following the meeting were approved. 

iii) The two Councillors that will authorise the on-line payments between this and the next Parish Council meeting are Patricia Athawes and Elaine Wade.

b) Bank Statements and Reconciliation. The bank statements were noted, but there was no reconciliation to note.

c) Disposition of Council Funds. The disposition of council funds was noted.

d) Accounting and Facilities Booking Software. It was resolved to approve the adoption of Scribe Accounts and Scribe Booking module and the consequent costs of setup and migration from the old Rialtas accounting software.

Proposed: Patricia Athawes

Seconded: Richard Wade

Resolved: Unanimous
101/2026 Planning Committee Report See Appendix C.

P25/V0180/O - Land west of Little Smiths Farm, Drayton. This planning application is going to the secretary of state and Elaine Wade has registered to attend the appeal hearing as an interested party and voice our objections.

102/2026 Staffing Committee.
HR Policies. The Staffing Committee will draft our HR policies.
103/2026 Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group
a) Programme Manager's Report. See Appendix D.
b) Pavilion Structural Diagrams. 2 quotations were received to produce structural diagrams for the Pavilion. It was resolved to approve the quotation from Forge Engineering Design Solutions to the sum of £3,300.00 + VAT.

Proposed: Pervin Shahin

Seconded: Elaine Wade

Resolved: Unanimous

c) Signs for the MUGA Courts. The quotation from Seton to the sum of £286.74 was approved.

d) Padel Courts. It was agreed to seek pre planning advice at the expense of Sachin Patel.
104/2026 Public Art Working Group
Way Finding. It was resolved to accept and sign the Conditions of Acceptance form to release S106 funding for the Wayfinding Map.

Proposed: Pervin Shahin

Seconded: Richard Wade

Resolved: Unanimous

ACTION: Jonathan Fowler to send Christopher Price the S106 forms to sign and submit to the VWHDC.
105/2026 Rights of Way & Conservation Working Group. Richard Wade's report was noted.
106/2026 Sutton Wick Lane Pond. Matter discussed under item 88/2026 d).
107/2026 Allotment Access / 28 Church Lane. It was resolved to instruct Wellers Law Group in the matter of the sale of a portion of the allotment access land next to 28 Church Lane to the new owners subject to review of the valuation. All costs to be covered by the new homeowner of 28 Church Lane.
Proposed: Pervin Shahin

Seconded: Elane Wade

Resolved: Unanimous
108/2026 Grass Cutting. It was agreed to get a quotation to collect and dispose of the grass cuttings on the NE parcel of the Village Green.

ACTION: Clerk to find out how much extra it will cost to collect and dispose of the grass cuttings on the NE parcel of the Village Green.

109/2026 Items from Parish Councillors. None.
110/2026 Date of Next Meeting. 8th June 2026.

The meeting finished at 9:10pm

Appendix A – Action Checklist
- Biodiversity Policy. Elaine Wade and Andrew Cherriman to edit the policy.

- HR policies. Staffing Committee to write.

- Village Hall Grant Application. Clerk to circulate grant application and add to the next finance agenda.

- FP11. Clerk to get a quotation to cut the hedge.

- Sutton Wick Lane Pond. Clerk to ask Peter Stevens (OCC) for an update on the drain repair. Jonathan Fowler to check whether the sports pitch contractor has regraded the ditch to the north of Chestnut Drive so that the water flows north rather than to Sutton Wick pond.

- Drayton Youth Centre Charity. Jonathan Fowler to let Paul Cauldwell know how the money will be spent.
- Way Finding. Jonathan Fowler to send Christopher Price the S106 forms to sign and submit to the VWHDC.
- Grass Cutting. Clerk to find out how much extra it will cost to collect and dispose of the grass cuttings on the NE parcel of the Village Green.
Appendix B – Financial Management
Payments 1 April 26 to 30 April 26

Date 

Description 



amount

30-Apr-26 
Service Charge 


-10.3

29-Apr-26 
B/P to: Mrs Anita James

-1649.08

29-Apr-26 
B/P to: Mr C J Price 


-115.72

29-Apr-26 
B/P to: Mr C J Price 


-844.7

29-Apr-26 
B/P to: Jonathan Fowler 

-1124.07

29-Apr-26 
B/P to: HMRC Cumbernauld 

-788.63

27-Apr-26 
B/P to: Mr C J Price 


-69.28

27-Apr-26 
B/P to: O&O Electrical 

-1758

27-Apr-26 
B/P to: Caudwell DayCentre 

-300

27-Apr-26 
B/P to: Microshade Consult 

-167.94

27-Apr-26 
B/P to: DraytonChronicle 

-21

27-Apr-26 
B/P to: Wellers Law Group 

-1512

27-Apr-26 
B/P to: DraytonConstructn 

-1654.54

27-Apr-26 
B/P to: ChrisWilmott-Smith 

-393

27-Apr-26 
B/P to: Mrs Anita James 

-79

27-Apr-26 
B/P to: OCC Pension Fund 

-1149.37

27-Apr-26 
B/P to: Jonathan Fowler 

-109.49

17-Apr-26 
Direct Debit (E.ON NEXT LTD) 
-9.62

16-Apr-26 
Direct Debit (CASTLE WATER LTD) -29.04

Disposition of Funds as of 30 April 2026

Projects Account £248,467.47

Current T2 £214,445.34

Payments for approval 11 May 2026

Linda Benton – Drayton Map Art 






£2,000.00

Zurich Insurance – Parish Insurance Policy Renewal 



£2,883.48

Chris Wilmott – Caretaker for April 






£655.00

AgriPower – Permimiter Path Construction 





£7,514.51

AgriPower – Payment 5 for Walnut Meadows Sports Field



£61,396.30

Deputy Clerk Expenses – PostFix for map board plus miscellaneous

£74.61

Program Manager Expenses – Travel, Heras Fencing Clamps


£201.29

Salaries – Per contract for Deputy Clerk and Program Manager

Pervin Shahin Expenses – Unveiling of wayfinding map and tree planting.
£189.58

Graham Webb – Printing of materials for public meeting

Oxford Oak - Wayfinder notice board and installation 



£1,510.80

Solicitors - Church Lane 







£1,500.00

FODSA Grant for village fete 






£700.00

EON Next - Electricity feeder pillar April 26 





£10.08
Appendix C – Planning
	P25/V2033/FUL. Demolition of existing single dwelling and associated outbuildings and structures and erection of 15 dwellings together with associated access, parking, landscaping, drainage and associated works. 1 The Green Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JA.
PC: Objection: Drayton Parish Council objects on the following grounds: 1. The proposed number of houses has increased from 8 to 15. The Parish Council believes that this represents over-development of a 0.4 acre plot. 2. The road surface leading from Steventon Road to the entrance to the proposed development is in poor state with deep ruts and puddles in winter. The PC are concerned about the impact of increased traffic on this road. 3. The PC has serious concerns about the number of car journeys that a development of 15 houses will incur. The entrance to the proposed site is accessed from the narrow piece of road referred to above. There is considerable concern about the visibility for access both left and right onto the Steventon Road. The proposed development allows for 30 parking spaces plus 3 for visiting vehicles which we believe will add significantly to our already overcrowded village roads. 4. The transport plan set out in the planning application is misleading. Drayton is served by the X2 bus that leaves approximately every 20 minutes. It is misleading to include school buses and a night service bus in the overall totals to demonstrate transport links. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V0486/S73. Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) on application reference P23/V2338/FUL - parking layout changes and road material change. New dwelling house to rear of site. 11 Crabtree Lane Drayton Abingdon OX14 4HS.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Planning Permission is Granted.

	P26/V0575/S73. Variation of condition 2(approved plans) on application ref. P25/V1325/HH - change in design at ground floor level Single and two storey front and rear extensions. 9 Abingdon Road Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JB.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Planning Permission is Granted.

	P26/V0565/HH. Single storey extension to rear of property. 1 Walnut Way Drayton ABINGDON OX14 4FY.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Planning Permission is Granted.

	P26/V0710/HH. Garage conversion, including loft conversion and minor external alteration (insertion of window), to provide additional ancillary living accommodation, including a guest bedroom, to the existing single C3 dwelling house. 21 Furrows End Drayton Abingdon OX14 4GN.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V0820/HH. 6 Lammas Land Drayton Abingdon OX14 4GG. Partial garage conversion.
PC: Pending. VWHDC: Pending.


Appendix D – Programme Manager Report
Walnut Meadows: A lit temporary walkway has been created from the car park to the MUGAs. Heras fencing has been erected along the length of the walkway to safeguard users from the machinery being used on the sports pitches. A step is to be created up to the floodlight switch and the walkway strimmed before the MUGAs are opened for use. A new gate and height barrier will be installed once quotes are received. Some of the old Heras fencing that was piled up on the mound (former Barrow) has also been

moved to the storage area in the car park. The mound will need to be cut soon (this is the PC’s

responsibility). A number of organisations are interested in using the sport pitches for youth football:

 Europa Titans;  Abingdon Youth Football;  Drayton Youth Football. The NDP Working Group have recommended the proposed Rugby pitch is not implemented, but more junior football pitches are created. I am in the process of submitting a grant request to the Football Foundation for the supply of junior goals and nets (Football Foundation will fund up to 75% of the cost). The sports pitch contractor has completed 90% of the perimeter track with just the section near the play area to be completed. A contractor engaged by Miller Homes has dug pits in the estate roads in order that CBR (California Bearing Ratio) testing can be undertaken. The testing is required by OCC Highways prior to the roads being rebuilt. I have submitted a S106 drawdown request to the Vale for approx. £13K covering ancillary works required for the MUGA e.g. the path between the gates, the electrical works and the temporary walkway.
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