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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Monday 13th April 2026 at 7:00pm in the Caudwell Day Centre
Councillors Present: Richard Wade (Chairperson), Pervin Shahin (Vice-Chairperson), Patricia Athawes (Vice-Chairperson), Elaine Wade, Andrew Cherriman.
Councillors Absent: William Brewer, Adrian Cooke.
In Attendance: Christopher Price (Deputy Clerk), Jonathan Fowler (Programme Manager), Peter Stevens (OCC).
Public: 2 members of the public were present.

Elizabeth Sheppard has resigned from the Parish Council.
Drayton is entitled to 11 Parish Councillors so there are currently 4 vacancies.
63/26 Apologies for Absence. Adrian Cooke.

64/26 Public Forum.
Village Hall. Fred Stevens (Village Hall Chairperson) asked for an update on the grant application he submitted for £3,000.00.

ACTION: Deputy Clerk to ask the RFO about the grant application.

65/26 Declarations of Interest, Dispensations or Use of Delegated Power. None.

66/26 Chairperson’s Report.
a) Clerk's Resignation. The Clerk has submitted her formal notice of resignation from the post of Clerk and RFO to Drayton Parish Council and here last day will be 30th April 2026.

b) Co-option. Graham Webb has expressed an interest in being co-opted at the next meeting.
67/26 Report from VWHDC Councillor. Adrian Cooke was not present but had submitted a report.
a) Great Western Park GP surgery. A new developer has finally been appointed for the Great Western Park surgery.

b) Biodiversity Report. Vale of White Horse District Council has published a new biodiversity report. 

c) Planning Legislation Changes. From 26th March, if we, as the Local Authority, are minded to refuse a planning application for 150 homes or more, the application must now be referred to the Secretary of State.

68/26 Report from OCC Councillor Peter Stevens.
a) High Street Broken VAS. The broken VAS along the High Street is still broken.

b) Sutton Wick Flooding. Work to fix the broken drain along Sutton Wick Lane has been commissioned.

c) Traffic Calming. Work is about to start soon.

d) Local Government Reorganisation. The consultation has finished.

e) HIF1 (Housing Infrastructure Fund 1). Preparatory work of the new £300m+ road project has started.

69/26 Minutes of the Previous Meetings.
a) Minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2026 were not approved. Matter carried forward to the next meeting.

b) Minutes of the meeting held on 9th March 2026 were approved. 

Proposed: Patricia Athawes

Seconded: Andrew Cherriman

Resolved: Unanimous

70/26 Action Checklist from the Previous Meeting. See Appendix A for latest list.

- Walnut Meadow Vandalism. The Deputy Clerk reported Walnut Meadow Vandalism to the Police who attended a site meeting. Action completed and removed.

71/26 Financial Management. See Appendix B.
a) To approve the payments to be made following the meeting. Council RESOLVED to approve. 

b) To confirm the two Councillors who will authorise the payments for approval following the meeting.  Patricia Athawes and Elaine Wade.

c) To sign the bank reconciliation and note the bank statements to 31st March 2026. Council RESOLVED to approve and signed by the Chair and Vice-Chair.

d) To note the disposition of council funds. Council noted. 
72/26 Burial Ground Fees. It was resolved to increase the burial ground fees by 10%.

Proposed: Richard Wade

Seconded: Patricia Athawes

Resolved: Unanimous

73/26 IT Policy.  It was resolved to approve the IT Policy. Action removed.

Proposed: Richard Wade

Seconded: Pervin Shahin

Resolved: Unanimous

74/26 Domain. It was resolved to renewing the draytonpc.org domain for a further year at a cost of £13.70.

Proposed: Pervin Shahin

Seconded: Elaine Wade

Resolved: Unanimous
75/26 Planning Committee Report See Appendix C.

P25/V0180/O - Land west of Little Smiths Farm, Drayton. This planning application is going to the secretary of state and it was resolved to attend the appeal hearing as an interested party and voice our objections.
Proposed: Elaine Wade

Seconded: Andrew Cherriman
Resolved: Unanimous

It was also resolved to take on the Public Open Space for this site if a £30,000.00 S106 payment for maintenance is on offer.
Proposed: Richard Wade

Seconded: Elaine Wade

Resolved: Unanimous
ACTION: Elaine Wade to respond to the VWHDC.
76/26 Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group
a) Programme Manager's Report. See Appendix D.

b) MUGA Venue Booking Software. It was resolved to approve the Scribe accounting software at a cost of £28 per month.
Proposed: Richard Wade

Seconded: Pervin Shahin

Resolved: Unanimous
c) Padel Courts. The inclusion of 3 Padel courts at Walnut Meadows was discussed. Matter carried forward to the next meeting. 

77/26 Public Art Working Group
a) Way Finding. The plinth for the way finding map is being made and will be installed on 3rd May 2026 along with the planting of a tree.
b) Christmas Lights. It was agreed not to purchase any Christmas Lights. Action removed.

c) Tree Guard. It was agreed to purchase tree guard for £159.79.

ACTION: Pervin Shahin to order tree guard for £159.79.
78/26 Rights of Way & Conservation Working Group. Richard Wade's report was noted.
79/26 Sutton Wick Lane Pond. Elaine Wade will get more quotations.
79/26 Heras Fence Panels. It was agreed to give the leader of the Drayton Tommy group a few heras fence panels for their Remembrance display on the green each November.

ACTION: Deputy Clerk to give 3 Heras fence panels to the leader of the Drayton Tommy group.

80/26 Allotment Access / 28 Church Lane. It was resolved to re-affirm the Council's decisions of 2016 and 2023 to sell a small portion of allotment access land at 28 Church Lane to the home owner subject to valuation. All legal fees to be paid for by the home owner.
Proposed: Richard Wade

Seconded: Patricia Athawes

Resolved: Unanimous
81/26 Items from Parish Councillors.
Allotment Inspection. Following an allotment inspection on 27th March 2026 4 warning letters were sent and 1 eviction letter was sent. There are 13 people on the waiting list.

82/26 Date of Next Meeting. 13th April 2026.

Reserved Business. Exclusion of the Public and Press. In view of the nature of the business to be transacted any members of the public and press are to be excluded from the meeting (Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s.1). 

83/26 Short- and longer-term cover for the Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer. Following the notice of resignation of the Clerk received on the 5th March 2026. The Clerk’s last working day is the 30th  April 2026. It was agreed that Christopher Price (Deputy Clerk) would stand in as Clerk and  Andrew Cherriman would stand in as the RFO. It was noted that Andrew Cherriman will need to abstain from voting on financial matters and step down as a member of the Finance & Personnel Committee. The change will take effect on 1st May 2026.
The meeting finished at 9:02pm

Appendix A – Action Checklist
- Staffing Committee. Clerk to draft terms of reference. Clerk leaving so replacement can do.

- Biodiversity Policy. Elaine Wade and Andrew Cherriman to edit the policy.

- HR policies. Carried forward as Clerk leaving.

- Village Hall. Deputy Clerk to ask the RFO about the grant application.

- P25/V0180/O - Land west of Little Smiths Farm, Drayton. Elaine Wade to respond to the VWHDC.
- Tree Guard. Pervin Shahin to order tree guard for £159.79.

- Heras Fence Panels. Deputy Clerk to give 3 Heras fence panels to the leader of the Drayton Tommy group.
Appendix B – Financial Management
Date 

Details 


Payments Out 
Payments In 
Balance

28/02/2026 
Balance brought forward 
£0.00 


£0.00 

£288,696.58

02/03/2026 
Credit Credit 000110 

£0.00 


£310.00 
£289,006.58

03/03/2026 
LLOYDS BANK PLC

£3.00 


£0.00 

£289,003.58

10/03/2026 
Transfer to 20374554 
£200,000.00 

£0.00

£89,003.58

11/03/2026 
ChrisWilmottSmith 

£393.00 

£0.00 

£88,610.58

11/03/2026 
Microshade Consult 

£143.95 

£0.00 

£88,466.63

11/03/2026 
Caudwell DayCentre 

£300.00 

£0.00 

£88,166.63

11/03/2026 
Jonathan Fowler 

£80.00


£0.00 

£88,086.63

11/03/2026 
ChrisWilmottSmith 

£393.00 

£0.00 

£87,693.63

11/03/2026 
Mr C J Price 


£43.95 

£0.00 

£87,649.68

11/03/2026 
Microshade Consult 

£167.94 

£0.00 

£87,481.74

19/03/2026 
E.ON NEXT LTD

£22.15 

£0.00 

£87,459.59

19/03/2026 
CASTLE WATER LTD
£7.77 


£0.00 

£87,451.82

23/03/2026 
Credit Angelina Perris 
£0.00 


£300.00 
£87,751.82

24/03/2026 
Ultimate One Ltd 

£1,049.44 

£0.00 

£86,702.38

26/03/2026 
Credit IPA PROBATE

£0.00 


£300.00 
£87,002.38

26/03/2026 
Credit TONKS BR LTD SW 
£0.00 


£100.00 
£87,102.38

27/03/2026 
Credit TIBBETTS D F 
£0.00 


£24.00 
£87,126.38

30/03/2026 
Mr C J Price 


£844.70 

£0.00 

£86,281.68

30/03/2026 
Jonathan Fowler 

£1,124.07 

£0.00 

£85,157.61

30/03/2026 
HMRC Cumbernauld 

£788.43 

£0.00 

£84,369.18

30/03/2026 
OCC Pension Fund 

£1,149.37 

£0.00 

£83,219.81

30/03/2026 
Mrs Anita James 

£1,649.08 

£0.00 

£81,570.73

31/03/2026 
LLOYDS BANK PLC

£3.00 


£0.00 

£81,567.73

31/03/2026 
Fee Manual Credit Handling
£0.30 


£0.00 

£81,567.43

31/03/2026 
Fee Service Charge 

£9.25 


£0.00 

£81,558.18
Appendix C – Planning
	P25/V2033/FUL. Demolition of existing single dwelling and associated outbuildings and structures and erection of 15 dwellings together with associated access, parking, landscaping, drainage and associated works. 1 The Green Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JA.
PC: Objection: Drayton Parish Council objects on the following grounds: 1. The proposed number of houses has increased from 8 to 15. The Parish Council believes that this represents over-development of a 0.4 acre plot. 2. The road surface leading from Steventon Road to the entrance to the proposed development is in poor state with deep ruts and puddles in winter. The PC are concerned about the impact of increased traffic on this road. 3. The PC has serious concerns about the number of car journeys that a development of 15 houses will incur. The entrance to the proposed site is accessed from the narrow piece of road referred to above. There is considerable concern about the visibility for access both left and right onto the Steventon Road. The proposed development allows for 30 parking spaces plus 3 for visiting vehicles which we believe will add significantly to our already overcrowded village roads. 4. The transport plan set out in the planning application is misleading. Drayton is served by the X2 bus that leaves approximately every 20 minutes. It is misleading to include school buses and a night service bus in the overall totals to demonstrate transport links. VWHDC: Pending.

	P25/V2784/HH. Application for the conversion of existing outbuilding to annexe, including single story extension, additional rear projecting two story gable and associated landscaping. 13 Gravel Lane Drayton Abingdon OX14 4HY.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Planning Permission on 13th March 2026.

	P26/V0486/S73. Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) on application reference P23/V2338/FUL - parking layout changes and road material change. New dwelling house to rear of site. 11 Crabtree Lane Drayton Abingdon OX14 4HS.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V0575/S73. Variation of condition 2(approved plans) on application ref. P25/V1325/HH - change in design at ground floor level Single and two storey front and rear extensions. 9 Abingdon Road Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JB.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V0565/HH. Single storey extension to rear of property. 1 Walnut Way Drayton ABINGDON OX14 4FY.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P26/V0710/HH. Garage conversion, including loft conversion and minor external alteration (insertion of window), to provide additional ancillary living accommodation, including a guest bedroom, to the existing single C3 dwelling house. 21 Furrows End Drayton Abingdon OX14 4GN.
PC: Pending. VWHDC: Pending.


Appendix D – Programme Manager Report
Walnut Meadows: Temporary lighting from the car-park area to the MUGAs has been installed. Cllr Wade, Cllr Cherriman, the Deputy Clerk and myself have installed a temporary walkway along the same route. Rubble / waste has also been removed from the car-park area. We now need to erect Heras fencing to create a safe walkway, and once the venue booking software is available, we can open the MUGAs. A Teams call was held with four residents who wish to install Padel courts at Walnut Meadows. Padel is a cross between Tennis and Squash and is particularly popular at the moment. The intention would be to install the courts between the MUGA and site of the Pavilion at no cost to the Parish Council. This item is included on the agenda for the April Full Council for Council to consider. An initial meeting of the Walnut Meadows Advisory Group, made up predominantly of residents, took place on 23rd March. It is hoped some of the members of the Advisory Group will go forward to become trustees of the CIO that will run and manage the facilities. There have been no recent occurrences of vandalism / anti-social behaviour at Walnut Meadows. The pitch contractor is working on the perimeter track around the sports pitches. The pitches have also had their first cut and look particularly good.
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