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DRAYTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 	 	 	 	 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and Personnel Committee
Held remotely at 2.00pm on Monday 24 November 2025
Present:
Cllr Pat Athawes (Chair), Cllr Elaine Wade, Cllr Pervin Shahin (left at 3.10pm), Cllr Andrew Cherriman, Cllr Richard Wade.
In Attendance:
Anita James (Clerk/RFO)
Jonathon Fowler (Programme Manager) (Left at 3.10pm) 
Two representatives of The Damacus Youth Charity. 
37/25. Receive and resolve to accept any apologies for absence: no apologies. 
38/25. Receive any declarations of pecuniary and/or non-pecuniary interests, and to consider any written requests for dispensation received by the Clerk. 
Cllr Eliane Wade is a trustee of the Abingdon Bridge youth charity. Cllr Richard Wade is the spouse of Elaine Wade, and Pervin Shahin is a trustee of The Damascus youth charity.
39/25. Recommend approval of the minutes of the Finance and Personnel Meeting held on 29 September. Council recommended approval of the minutes to the next full Council Meeting on the 8 December 2025.
The Chair advised that agenda item 41/25 would be discussed first as there were two interested parties from Damascus in attendance.
40/25. Discuss the 2026/27 Budget Strategy.
The Clerk went through the current budget and actual to 25 August 2025, line by line, noting feedback form councillors and will produce a draft 2026-27 budget for the next meeting. 
41/25. Consider the following grant applications:
· The Abingdon Bridge
· Damascus Youth Project
· Friends of Drayton School
· Drayton Chronical
· Citizens Advice
The grant applications were considered in detail, looking at the amount of financial reserves that the organisations held. 
Cllr Richard Wade, expressed concern that the Damascus charity was holding large reserves, even considering their reserves policy of 12 months running costs. 
The representatives of Damascus were invited to speak on the reserves subject and conceded that they were higher than normal because of ongoing recruitment issues. Although they did hope to resolve these issues in the foreseeable future.
Cllr Richard Wade also pointed out that the Drayton Chronical had larger than expected reserves.
After further consideration, the Finance Committee agreed to recommend to full Council:
The Abingdon Bridge- to recommend a donation, the amount to be decided.
Damascus Youth Project- to recommend a suspension of a donation for 2026/27 due to the high level of reserves currently held.
Friends of Drayton School, to recommend a donation of £700
Drayton Chronicle- to recommend a suspension of a donation for 2026/27 due to the high level of reserves currently held.
Citizens Advice- to recommend a donation of £700
42/25. Date of next meeting- to be decided. 
The meeting ended at 3:55pm. 
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