


Drayton Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held on Monday 9th June 2025 at 7:00pm at the Caudwell Day Centre

Present:
Cllrs Pervin Shahin (Vice-Chairperson, Chairing the Meeting), Patricia Athawes (Vice-Chairperson), Elaine Wade, Elizabeth Sheppard, Adrian Cooke (left at 7:27pm), Andrew Cherriman.
Apologies:
Cllrs Richard Wade (Chairperson), William Brewer.
In Attendance:
Anita James (Clerk and RFO), Christopher Price (Deputy Clerk), Jonathan Fowler (Programme Manager), Peter Stevens (OCC Councillor).
Public: 5 members of the public.

30/25 Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Richard Wade.
31/25 Public Participation
a) The Abingdon Bridge (TAB) – Gary Hibbins (CEO) expressed thanks for the grant from the Parish Council.
b) Drayton Youth and Community Charity – A parishioner suggested that funds must be used solely for persons under 20 (please note this has NOT been clarified by the council)
c) Drayton Village Hall – Fred Stevens (Chairperson) requested support for the Village Hall Management Committee.
32/25 Declarations of Interest, Dispensations or Use of Delegated Powers
None.
33/25 Chairperson's Report
Noted that Cllr Richard Wade was not present.
34/25 Report from VWHDC Councillor Adrian Cooke
a) Vale IT systems have been upgraded and are now fully operational.
b) A proposal is being developed for two unitary authorities covering Oxfordshire and West Berkshire.
c) The Greater Oxford Council would consolidate Oxford City and County Council services.
d) The Joint Local Plan is delayed.
Cllr Adrian Cooke left the meeting at 7:27pm.
35/25 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held previously were approved.
Proposed: Cllr Patricia Athawes
Seconded: Cllr Elaine Wade
Resolved: Unanimously
36/25 Action Checklist from the Previous Meeting
A summary of the status of previous actions (see Appendix A). Notable updates:
· OCC land and Village Green noticeboards issues resolved.
· Allotment plot rules updated.
· Deed of Access pending submission of plans.
· Miller Homes fence responsibility unclear; legal advice to be sought.
· Alms Houses Charity considering dredging Sutton Wick Lane Pond.
· Henleys Lane Junction matter addressed.
37/25 Report from OCC Councillor Peter Stevens
a) Clay compaction trials by Thames Water for future reservoir plans.
b) Proposal for a Milton–Abingdon cycle path.
c) Replacement of the 30mph VAS with a 20mph version.
d) Reopening of the Councillor Priority Fund.
38/25 Financial Management (Appendix B)
a) Payments and Income
i. Payments and income for May 2025 approved.
ii. Payments post-meeting approved.
iii. Cllrs Athawes and Wade authorised to make online payments.
b) Bank Statements & Reconciliation
Approved as of April 2025.
c) Disposition of Council Funds
Noted.
39/25 2024/25 Annual Accounts and AGAR
As recommended by the Personnel and Finance Committee (met online 2nd June 2025):
i. Annual Accounts – The Council unanimously RESOLVED to agree and approve the Accounts.
ii. Annual Internal Audit Report Received and Approved. The Council unanimously RESOLVED to agree and approve the Internal Audit Report.
iii. Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 AGAR) The Council unanimously RESOLVED to agree and approve section 1 AGAR and signed by the Clerk and Chair. 
iv. Accounting Statements Reviewed (Section 2 AGAR) The Council unanimously RESOLVED to agree and approve section 2 AGAR and signed by the Clerk and the Chair
v. Dates and Notice of Commencement Public Rights: 1 July to 10 August inclusive The Council unanimously RESOLVED to agree and approve the Notice of Public Rights.
40/25 Planning Committee Report (Appendix C)
Cllr Elaine Wade provided updates on active planning applications.
41/25 Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group (Appendix D)
a) Programme Manager report received.
b) Noted that Miller Homes failed to remove buried waste; removal costs to the PC were approx. £7,000.
c) RESOLVED to fund £620 + VAT for MUGA land regrading.
d) RESOLVED to fund £4,284.00 for drainage outfall installation.
e) RESOLVED and signing of S106 funding agreement by Proper Officer, Cllrs Wade and Athawes.
42/25 Rights of Way & Conservation Working Group
No report (Cllr Richard Wade absent).
43/25 Public Art Working Group (Cllr Shahin)
a) Artist meeting scheduled re: wayfinding lecterns.
b) Awaiting insurance response regarding the stolen walnut sculpture.
44/25 Sutton Wick Lane Pond
Discussed under item 37/25.
45/25 Village Green CCTV
Proposal to install an additional CCTV camera.
ACTION: Clerk to investigate CCTV regulations.
46/25 Burial Ground Reservations
Clerk to raise query during OALC training at the end of September
47/25 New Parish Councillors
Briefing and mentoring arrangements suggested.
48/25 Items from Parish Councillors
a) Manor Farm POS wildflower seeding noted.
b) FP12 Permissive Footpath: Letter to be sent to landowner.
ACTION: Deputy Clerk to draft letter.
49/25 Date of the Next Meeting
Monday 7th July 2025.

Reserved Business (Exclusion of Public and Press)
In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s.1, the public and press were excluded for confidential items.
50/25 Deed of Access for 28 Church Lane
Already discussed under item 37/25.
51/25 Henley’s Lane Dangerous Trees
No further update.
52/25 Drayton Youth and Community Charity
Already discussed under item 31/25b.
53/25 Date of Next Meeting: 
14 July 2024
Meeting Closed: 9:26pm

Appendix A
Action Checklist
	Henley's Lane Dangerous Trees. Richard Wade to tell the landowner that the Parish Council is going to have a safety assessment done on the 10 Chestnut Trees.

	Walnut Meadow Small POS Fence. Clerk to seek legal advice if the Parish Council has a responsibility to maintain the fence.

	Sutton Wick Lane Pond. Clerk to see what Cil / S106 moneys may be available for cleaning the pond.

	Village Green CCTV. Clerk to investigate rules and regulations on CCTV.

	FP11. Village Caretaker to strim and level footpath next to the Allotments.

	FP12 to Milton Permissive Footpath. Deputy Clerk to draft a letter to be sent to the landowner.



Appendix B
Financial Management
Income and Expenditure May 2025

	31-May-25
	Service Charge
	 
	-9.3

	30-May-25
	B/P to: HMRC Cumbernauld
	075PH00148296 (2) 
	-683.43

	29-May-25
	B/P to: Mr C J Price
	MAY SALARY
	-852.92

	29-May-25
	B/P to: Mrs Anita James
	MAY SALARY
	-1505.34

	29-May-25
	B/P to: OCC Pension Fund
	DRAYTON PC 210
	-1076.34

	29-May-25
	B/P to: Jonathan Fowler
	MAY SALARY
	-1098.13

	28-May-25
	THE COMMUNITY HE
	POST RETURNED
	330

	14-May-25
	B/P to: Caudwell DayCentre
	MARCH -DEC 24
	-277.5

	14-May-25
	B/P to: Rialtas
	INV 32660
	-723.6

	14-May-25
	B/P to: Waterdirect
	PRO FORMA 1041 
	-2227.2

	14-May-25
	B/P to: Microshade Consult
	DRA001 INV 20754
	-232.56

	14-May-25
	B/P to: ChrisWilmott-Smith
	CARETAKING APRIL 2
	-655

	14-May-25
	B/P to: Jonathan Fowler
	EXPENSES APRIL 25
	-100.8

	14-May-25
	B/P to: Auditing Solutions
	INV A8899
	-306

	14-May-25
	B/P to: Zurich Municipal
	YLL-270859603 RENE
	-1436.3

	14-May-25
	B/P to: Glanville
	TOPOGRAPHICAL SURV
	-1800

	14-May-25
	B/P to: Mr C J Price
	EXPENSES APRIL
	-67.85

	14-May-25
	B/P to: Hemstock Design Lt
	INV HD/5515
	-1179

	09-May-25
	EDWARD CARTER FUNERAL DIRECTORS
	
	300

	08-May-25
	Allotment 
	 
	12

	06-May-25
	HMRC VTR
	XEV126000100287
	2719.03





Payments for Approval Following the Meeting 

	Payments for approval 9 June 2025
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Payee 
	Goods/Services
	 Amount £ 

	Clerk
	June Salary 
	 TBA 

	Deputy Clerk 
	June Salary & 3 hours overtime
	 TBA 

	Programme Manager 
	June Salary 
	 TBA 

	Chris Willmott 
	Caretaking May
	           678.30 

	HMRC 
	Tax and NI 
	 TBA 

	OCC Pensions 
	May-25
	 TBA 

	Chris Deputy Clerk 
	Expenses May 25
	             56.68 

	Jon Fowler Programme Manager 
	Expenses May 25
	90.80 

	Microshade 
	Monthly hosting 
	           255.24 

	OALC 
	Training: New Councillor x2 , cemetery training, clerk and deputy clerk 
	           624.00 

	Landscape Group 
	Grass cutting for April/May 
	       2,180.34 

	Expenses Allotment management 
	Lock 
	             19.99 

	Water Direct 
	Extra Water, paid under delegated emergency powers 
	           516.00 

	E.T.C  
	First Stage payment MUGA
	     41,742.00 

	E.T.C  
	Second Stage Payment
	     58,438.80 

	Water Direct 
	Proforma invoice 1116
	           516.00 

	Water Direct 
	Proforma invoice 1126 
	       3,120.00 

	Drayton Construction 
	Inv 4175 Bridleway 8 
	     21,252.04 



Balances of Accounts 31/05/25:

Unity Current Account: £92,084.80
Unity Savings Account: £216,239.30


Appendix C
Planning
	P25/V0180/O. Outline application for the erection of up to 31 dwellings with associated means of access, car parking, public open space, landscaping, sustainable drainage system (SuDS) and associated infrastructure (all matters reserved except for access). Land West of Little Smiths Farm Drayton.
PC: Objection. VWHDC: Pending.

	P25/V0669/HH and P25/V0670/LB. Demolition of the existing garage, proposed new rear extension and new double garage. 3 Church Lane Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JS.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P25/V0674/HH. Erection of an entrance porch to the back door, add two conservation rooflights to the kitchen roof. 6 The Green Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JA.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Planning Permission on 22nd May 2025.

	P25/V0703/HH. Demolition of conservatory. Two storey rear extension with associated works.1 High Street Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JL.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Planning Permission on 22nd May 2025.

	P25/V0779/OH. 6 Weeks' Notice - SSEN Proposed Alterations to the Electricity Network Certificate to be signed and returned before 16 May 2025. High Street Drayton.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Overhead Electricity Lines - No objection on 14th April 2025.

	P25/V0324/HH. Two-storey side and rear extension. Single-storey rear extension. Installation of Juliet balcony on rear elevation (as amended by plans received on the 30 April 2025). Foxhollow Church Lane Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JS.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Planning Permission on 21st May 2025.




Appendix D


Programme Manager Report.
Walnut Meadows: The Parish Council have had to incur additional costs to fund the sports pitch contractor to remove buried waste from the pitch area. This was supposed to have been done by Miller Homes as they buried the waste originally but they, or their contractor, clearly did not do this properly. The sports pitch contractor needed to remove the waste as there was a risk of it damaging their equipment when drainage is installed. The cost of the extra work was £6368.45 plus a further £600 to have the waste removed. We have written to Miller Homes seeking redress for the additional expense.
The first invoice from the pitch contractor has been received. Although the S106 legal agreement was approved at the May Full Council meeting, the Vale won’t transfer the funding as the agreement has not been signed. It is planned to sign the document at the June Full Council meeting. The MUGA construction is making good progress with the base layer completed and LED lighting columns installed. The fencing and gates will be installed w/c 9th June with the asphalt due to be laid a week later. We have now received the 2nd stage invoice (£41K) which will need to be funded by Reserves as the S106 funding won’t be transferred from the Vale until end July / early August. Quotes are still awaited for the electrical trench for the MUGA lighting. The installation of the supply itself was approved at May Full Council. The Construction Traffic Management Plan which I submitted to Vale Planning and was a condition of the Hybrid planning application has yet to be approved due to objections that were raised by OCC still not being resolved. The target date for approval is 10th June. We held a Teams call with Abingdon Youth football club who are interested in using the sports pitches at Walnut Meadows. They have several youth teams of mixed gender. The current venue they use at Lambrick Way is oversubscribed and prone to flooding. 
Traffic Calming: A Teams call was held with Milestone (OCC’s contractor) on 28th May. Progress is painfully slow with preliminary designs for the two crossings (Abingdon Road and High Street) not yet signed off. We have asked Milestone to reconsider the route of the path to the High Street crossing as they realigned it when they moved the proposed site of the crossing to take account of feedback following the public consultation. We are concerned that S106 funding allocated to traffic calming is being used for designs, public consultation, meetings etc. and have requested our County Councillor to see if a budget update position can be obtained.
Footpaths: We are waiting to hear from The Vale when the refurbishment of Bridleway 29 can proceed. I submitted an S106 drawdown request to cover the refurbishment, but it is currently not being progressed by the Vale.




