

Minutes of the Drayton Parish Council Meeting
held on 10th September 2024 at 7:00pm in the Caudwell Day Centre
Present: Richard Wade (Chairperson), Graham Webb (Vice-Chairperson), Patricia Athawes (Vice-Chairperson), Elaine Wade, Pervin Shahin, Susan Harris, Adrian Cooke (arrived at 7:01pm and left at 7:35pm).
Not Present: All Councillors were present.
In attendance: Anita James (Clerk and RFO), Christopher Price (Deputy Clerk), Jonathan Fowler (Programme Manager), Peter Stevens (OCC).
Public: 2 members of the public were present.
166/2024 Apologies for Absence. None.
167/2024 Declarations of Interest, Dispensations or Use of Delegated Powers. Elaine Wade declared an interest in the allotments as she is an allotment plot holder. Richard Wade declared an interest in the allotments as he is the spouse of an allotment plot holder.
Adrian Cooke arrived at 7:01pm.
168/2024 Public Participation. 
a) 28 Church Lane. The homeowner of 28 Church Lane reported that she is disappointed with the outcome of the surveyors valuation but understands that the Council's hands are tied due to the Local Government Act 1972 section 123, whereby we can't dispose of land unless its for the 'best consideration reasonably obtainable'. It was noted that she maybe able to gain access to her property via a neighbouring property thus negating the surveyor's opinion that the land is a ransom strip. Matter continued under item 186/2024.
b) Traffic Calming. A parishioner expressed an interest with the traffic calming plan. See Appendix D for update.
169/2024 Chairperson's Report (Richard Wade).
a) Village Hall. It was noted that a meeting was held between the Village Hall Management Committee and the Parish Council on 3rd September 2024.
b) Landscape Management Plan Working Group. It was noted that a meeting was held on 3rd September 2024.
c) Traffic Accident. It was noted that there was an accident along the Abingdon Road on 9th September 2024.
170/2024 Report from VWHDC Councillor Adrian Cooke.
a) Joint Local Plan. It was noted that the VWHDC are accelerating the submission of their joint local plan.
b) Unity Council. It was noted that the VWHDC and OCC are too big to become one council.
c) Reservoir. It was noted that the Secretary of State has signed off the Thames Water reservoir. Matter continued under item 173/2024.
171/2024 Report from OCC Councillor Peter Stevens.

a) County Councillor Priority Fund. It was noted that the deadline to request funding for a new defibrillator is in November. Peter Stevens will send the Parish Council an application form. 
b) High Street Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS). It was noted that the VAS along the High Street is still broken but progress is being made to get it replaced.
Adrian Cooke left at 7:35pm.
172/2024 Minutes of the Previous Parish Council Meeting. It was resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.
Proposed: Susan Harris

Seconded: Elaine Wade


Resolved: Unanimous
173/2024 Action Checklist. See Appendix A for this month’s action list. The following actions were updated:
	Village Hall. It was noted that a meeting was held between the Village Hall Management Committee and the Parish Council on 3rd September 2024. Action completed and removed.

	Village Green. It was noted that there is possibly a water leak under the Village Green that has been reported to Thames Water.
ACTION: Deputy Clerk to follow up water leak with Thames Water.

	Next Finance Meeting. It was noted that the Finance and Personnel Committee met on 3rd September 2024. Action completed and removed.

	BW9. It was noted that Arthur McEwan-James (OCC, Countryside Access Office) will write to the Home Owner of Hayward Farmhouse asking them to remove their fallen tree that is obstructing BW9.
ACTION: Deputy Clerk to check that the fallen tree has been removed.

	28 Church Lane. It was noted that the Council does not have the power to sell the land for considerable less than the valuation price, this is illegal as against the Local Government Act 1972. Action completed and removed.

	FP19. It was noted that Arthur McEwan-James (OCC, Countryside Access Office) has removed the fallen tree that was blocking FP19. Action completed and removed.

	Landscape Management Plan Working Group. It was noted that the Landscape Management Plan Working Group met on 3rd September 2024. Action completed and removed.

	Village Trail / Footpaths. It was noted that Pervin Shahin has circulated her Public Art Wayfaring Walking Route proposal. Action completed and removed.

	St Peter's Church Graveyard. It was noted that the grass is now being cut. Action completed and removed.

	Reservoir. It was noted that a planning meeting was held on 19th August 2024 and the Parish Council submitted a response to the Thames Water consultation. Action completed and removed.

	Village Caretaker Contract. It was noted that following the Landscape Management Plan Working Group meeting the contract does not need updating. Action completed and removed.


174/2024 Finance and Personnel Committee (See Appendix B).
a) Payments.
i) The list of payments was received and approved.
ii) The payments to be made following the meeting were approved along with 3 additional payments.
Proposed: Graham Webb

Seconded: Richard Wade


Resolved: Unanimous
iii) The two Councillors authorised to make the on-line payments between this and the next Parish Council meeting were Graham Webb and Patricia Athawes.
b) Bank Statements and Reconciliation. The bank statements and reconciliation for the quarter to 30th  August 2024 were approved and signed.
c) Disposition of Council Funds. The disposition of council funds was received and noted.
d) 25/26 Budget. It was noted that the Clerk will start to consider the new projects and commitments for the 25/26 budget.
e) Next Finance Meeting. It was noted that the next Finance meeting will be held on 24th September 2024.
175/2024 Planning Committee. See Appendix C. Graham Webb's report was noted.
176/2024 Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group (Graham Webb).
a) Programme Managers Report. See Appendix D.
b) Walnut Meadow Sports Pitch Drainage. It was resolved to approve the contract for the sports pitch and drainage implementation and give the Clerk authority to sign the contract subject to checking.
Proposed: Graham Webb

Seconded: Pervin Shahin


Resolved: Unanimous
c) MUGA Archaeology. It was resolved to fund a full analysis of the pottery excavated from the MUGA area at a cost of £970.00 ex VAT, as required by the County Archaeologist.
Proposed: Susan Harris

Seconded: Graham Webb


Resolved: Unanimous
177/2024 Rights of Way & Conservation Working Group (Richard Wade).
Sutton Wick Lane Pond. It was noted that Elaine Wade has contacted 3 companies for advice and quotations to restore the pond.
178/2024 Landscape Management Plan Working Group (Richard Wade). 
Footpath Maintenance / Development. It was noted that the Landscape Management Plan Working Group met on 3rd September 2024. 
179/2024 Public Art Working Group. (Pervin Shahin).
Village Trail / Footpaths. It was noted that the advert for artists for the Public Art Wayfaring Walking Route proposal were posted and the closing date was yesterday. There were 4 responses.
180/2024 Village Hall. 

a) S106 Proposals. It was noted that the Parish Council has agreed to delegate the spending of the S106 Village Hall monies to the Village Hall Management Committee who need to submit their proposals to David Cookson (Infrastructure Implementation Officer, VWHDC).
b) Committee Members. It was noted that the Village Hall Management Committee is struggling with membership and funding.
181/2024 Support for Older People.
a) Information Technology. It was noted that older people in the Village may be struggling and may need support with IT.
ACTION: Elaine Wade to ask if people need help with IT in her Chronicle report.
b) Warm Space. It was noted that the Parish Council could support the provision of a warm space.

182/2024 New Website. It was noted that there are still a few corrections to be made to the new website. It was agreed to launch the new Parish Councils website on 24th September 2024.

183/2024 Winter Preparedness 2024/25. It was noted that the salt bins may need filling and this will be checked as part of the Village Assets Check.
184/2024 Items to be noted from Parish Councillors. None.
185/2024 Date of the next Meeting. 8th October 2024.
Reserved Business. Exclusion of the Public and Press. In view of the nature of the business to be transacted any members of the public and press were excluded from the meeting (Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s.1).
186/2024 28 Church Lane. It was noted that Richard Wade has researched the history of the allotment access land and reported his findings to Council. 

The Chairperson declared the meeting closed at 9:21pm. 
Signed:








Date: 
Name:

Appendix A
Actions Checklist
	Village Green. Deputy Clerk to follow up water leak with Thames Water.

	BW9.  Deputy Clerk to check that the fallen tree has been removed.

	Entrance Signs. Elaine Wade to paint the word ‘Drayton’ on the entrance signs.

	Allotments. Clerk to write letters to the 7 plot holders that are not working their plots.

	St Peter's Church Graveyard. Susan Harris to investigate why the grass is not being cut.

	Parish Online. Clerk to clarify some of the details of the Parish Online IT and communication interface.

	Information Technology. Elaine Wade to ask if people need help with IT in her Chronicle report.


Appendix B
Finance Payments and Receipts since last Council Meeting (1-31 August) 
	29-Aug-24
	B/P to: Jonathan Fowler
	AUGUST SALARY
	-1021.11

	29-Aug-24
	B/P to: Mr C J Price
	SALARY AUGUST 24
	-788.84

	28-Aug-24
	AB STONE&MAR
	56c wedge
	70

	20-Aug-24
	Direct Debit (CASTLE WATER LTD)
	TW1281321123
	-7.56

	12-Aug-24
	B/P to: Mr C J Price
	EXPENSES JULY 24
	-40.38

	12-Aug-24
	B/P to: Jonathan Fowler
	EXPENSES JULY 2024
	-74.79

	12-Aug-24
	B/P to: Parish Online
	38UE019-0002
	-258

	12-Aug-24
	B/P to: ChrisWilmott-Smith
	Jul-24
	-655

	12-Aug-24
	B/P to: Mrs Anita James
	JUNE/JULY EXPENSES
	-156.14

	12-Aug-24
	B/P to: Hemlock Design Ltd
	INV: HD/5445
	-1378.8

	12-Aug-24
	B/P to: Microshade Consult
	DRAYTON 
	-2828.77

	06-Aug-24
	SLADE LEGAL CLIE
	PropertyFormulaSur
	600


Payments to Approve 
	Payments Approved by  Finance Committee  3 September  2024 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Payee 
	Goods/Services
	 Amount £ 

	Elm Park Tree Services Ltd
	Pollarding Trees 
	                      1,074.00 

	Jules Meredith 
	One years domain
	                            11.94 

	ETC Sports 
	First stage payment for MUGA
	                   40,008.00 

	Graham Webb 
	D & B Contracts
	                         116.80 

	HMRC 
	Tax & Employee NI For August salaries
	                         144.03 

	Oxford Pensions 
	Combined  pension payments for August 
	                         962.26 

	Oxford Landscape Group 
	Grass Cutting (less due to sickness)
	                         726.78 

	Clerk /Deputy clerk/Programme Manager 
	September salaries
	 TBA 

	Caretaker 
	July 
	£689.75

	Payments to approve since 3 September 2024 
	 
	 

	Chris Deputy Clerk 
	Expenses 
	                            64.30 

	Jon Fowler Programme Manager 
	Expenses 
	                            57.15 

	Stanhope Wilkinson Associates 
	Walnut Meadows Pavilion 
	                      3,840.00 

	Vale of White Horse District Council 
	Planning application MUGA/PAVILLION
	                      2,312.00 

	Hemstock Design 
	Sports Pitch Consultancy
	                      1,179.00 


	Drayton Parish Council Funds as of 31/08/2024
	 

	 
	£

	Unity Current Account 
	220,579.67

	NS&I (last statement Dec 2022) 
	20,508.82

	Unity Project Account
	15,866.27

	Total 
	256,954.76


Appendix C
Planning Applications
	P24/V0802/HH. Proposed outbuilding for ancillary use. 212 Steventon Road Drayton Abingdon OX13 6RN.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Planning Permission on 20th August 2024.

	P24/V1430/LB. Demolition of existing storage buildings, link extension and conservatory. Erection of single storey rear extension, loft conversion with 3 new dormer windows to rear, and internal reconfigurations to main dwelling. Like for like replacement of single glazed timber windows with double glazed timber windows to main dwelling. New detached two bay garage with ancillary accommodation above. 58 High Street Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JW.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P24/V1427/HH. Demolition of existing storage buildings, link extension and conservatory. Erection of single storey rear extension, loft conversion with 3 new dormer windows to rear, and internal reconfigurations to main dwelling. Like for like replacement of single glazed timber windows with double glazed timber windows to main dwelling. New detached two bay garage with ancillary accommodation above. 58 High Street Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JW.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P24/V1517/HH. Front extension with bay window Hip roof over with roofing tiles to match existing New entrance door Bedroom extension Disabled ensuite shower room. 111 Abingdon Road Drayton Abingdon OX14 4HL.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Planning Permission on 11th September 2024.

	P24/V1603/HH. Extension to first floor of dwelling house and general refurbishment (renewal of permission granted under P21/V2945/HH). 2 Corneville Road Drayton Abingdon OX14 4HN.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P24/V1658/FUL. Extension to existing dwelling and one additional dwelling. 39A Steventon Road Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JX.
PC: Noted. VWHDC: Pending.

	P24/V1917/HH. Proposed part single part two storey rear extension to dwelling. 59 Hilliat Fields Drayton Abingdon OX14 4JF.
PC: Pending. VWHDC: Pending.


Appendix D
Programme Managers Report
Walnut Meadows: The contractor appointed to implement the sports pitches and drainage (Agripower) has commenced work. During a kick-off meeting on site it has become clear that there is still a significant quantity of buried waste on the site ranging from complete breeze blocks, 1m lengths of tarmac and iron bars. This was supposed to be removed by Miller Homes as part of an enforcement case but will involve Agripower in additional work as the installation of the drainage system cannot be undertaken when large items of waste are present in the ground. I intend to raise the matter with Vale of White Horse planning enforcement. The work to implement the sports pitches is very weather dependent (the site is already quite ‘boggy’) and won’t be completed until well into 2025. Therefore the Parish Council has sufficient funding to cover the work on the sports pitches this year with the S106 funding for the pitches being received early next year. A contract is being put in place with Agripower. A planning application has been submitted for the MUGA, Pavilion and Car Park. Planning approval was originally obtained in 2017 but work could not commence due to the buried waste on the site and the application lapsed. VWHDC have a target of 12 weeks to determine applications. Once planning approval is granted work can commence on the construction of the MUGA. The County Archaeologist has demanded a detailed report on the pottery finds from the recent MUGA excavation at a cost of £970 ex VAT. We don’t really have a choice but to commission the additional work. I have submitted a S106 drawdown request to VWHDC to cover the cost of the MUGA construction and the planning application for the Pavilion. MUGA and Car Park which was £2312. It is likely to be early next year before the S106 is available to the Parish Council.
Traffic Calming: A teams call was held with Milestone (OCC’s contractor) on 14th August. During the call we agreed to remove changes to the Sutton Wick Lane junction from the priority list and replace with a new pavement section from Halls Close to Forge garage. We have commenced an informal consultation with residents prior to OCC’s formal consultation. The informal consultation closes on 13th September – to date, 5 responses have been received.
Manor Farm: There has been no response from VWHDC on the enforcement case against Cala and also no response from Cala to our offer to take over responsibility for the PoS subject to Cala undertaking a number of remedial actions.
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