Draft Drayton Annual Parish Meeting Minutes
of the Remote Meeting held on 4th May 2021 at 6:00pm.
People Present: Parish Cllrs Tamsin Crane (Chairperson), Patricia Athawes (Vice Chairperson), Richard Wade (from 6:27pm), Pervin Shahin, Shane McAleavey, Graham Webb, Susan Harris, Garin Schoonhoven, Irma Schoonhoven., The Parish Clerk and the Deputy Parish Clerk, Andrew Cook (VWHDC), Richard Webber (OCC) and one member of the public was present.
1/2021 To approve the suggested agenda for the meeting. The suggested agenda for the meeting was approved.

2/2021 Apologies for Absence. Richard Wade (late arrival), Claire Woollard and Derek Stork.
3/2021 Minutes of the Previous Parish Council Meeting. The minutes of the previous Parish Council meetings were approved and signed by the Chairperson.
Proposed: Tamsin Crane
Seconded: Patricia Athawes

Resolved: 7 for and 2 abstentions.
4/2021 Report from Parish Council Chairperson Tamsin Crane. Salient points were:
● The impact of the coronavirus pandemic and the work of the Community Support Working Group and the 40 volunteers that had arisen.
● The councillors were thanked for their work and the ones who had joined since the last Annual Parish meeting were noted.

● 3 New housing developments had attracted new residents: Walnut Meadow, Manor Farm, and The Dovecote.

● The sports field at Walnut Meadows was still too high and so the land could not be accepted from Miller Homes– the District Council is involved to try and resolve matters.

● A Traffic Calming Working Group had been set up by the PC.

● Some of the developer contributions set aside for public art in Drayton had been drawn down and discussions have been undertaken with artists. The aim is to try to introduce art that is functional but which will make the village look pretty. 

● Tree planting undertaken had been undertaken with the help of the Drayton Wildlife Group. The PC is keen to find suitable locations for more trees e.g. possibly at the new developments.

● The Millennium Green was noted as being a great asset to the village and the residents who looked after it were thanked.

● The Damascus Youth Project was doing a great job.

● The Clerk and Deputy Clerk were thanked fro their work.
5/2021 Report from OCC Councillor Richard Webber. Salient points were:
● That although the Drayton 2020 projects would take longer than anticipated, there were lots of good things happening and everybody was doing a lovely job.

He mentioned two initiatives: 

● 20mph speed limits: Parish Councils had been invited to apply for 20mph speed limit, but OCC had underestimated demand or considered the legal costs. It was hoped that Drayton would get a 20mph speed limit within four years. 

● The School Street Initiative: there is widespread concern about cars hitting children during school dropping off and picking up times at schools. Richard will speak to the Drayton Primary School noting that it would require a consultation with local residents as cars would be banned from dropping off or picking up children from outside schools. The aim is to reduce accidents.

● The DAMASCUS Youth Project is very successful and covers six villages. There will need to be a lot of work rebuilding Youth Clubs and the DAMASCUS Youth Project is an example often quoted within the County as being best practice.
6/2021 Report from VWHDC Councillor Adrian Cooke. The following report was provided after the meeting:

The year has, understandably, been dominated by the Covid crisis. 
Budget. The Covid emergency blew a hole in the budget, as expected, and much as it has throughout the country. We managed to plug the worst of it from reserves, but have had to slightly increase car

park charges, I’m afraid. We did look at cancelling the two hours free parking, which is expensive for

the budget, but we feared this could damage local businesses in the towns. We instead increased

the cost of stays beyond 2 hours by 40p and increased parking permits by 10% but retained the two

hours free parking. The huge costs and decrease in income – not nearly covered by central government grants – will leave us in a precarious position for a while, however.
Joint Local Plan. In order to overcome the issues with the Local Plan that I mentioned in my last report (unrealistic number of houses to be built – that developers can’t keep up to and expose us to breaking the 5- year housing supply figure and open up to speculative development, insufficient affordable housing provision, community impacts, and especially environmental impacts), we need to reopen the Local. Plan Part 2, which is expensive. We’re looking at writing a Joint Local Plan with South, who have also had to reopen their Local Plan. Co-ordinating between the two councils will help on such things as

infrastructure provision, and should make the process of writing it quicker and less expensive.

We’ve tasked officers to look into this (to make sure that the expected benefits would be real); I’ll

report back when that’s been done.
Planning Reform. We pushed back on the central government proposed Planning Reforms, which would have effectively removed most of local power to feedback, direct, reject, or amend planning applications. Fortunately, we weren’t the only such council and the Government withdrew their proposal in the face of massive pushback nationwide. We have, in my mind, got to the point where we’ve put together a decent system; the Neighbourhood Development Plans have brought local concerns into the decision-making process; we don’t want all that thrown away to just follow an algorithm from central Government. They haven’t yet announced any replacement for it to be fair, they’ve been a bit distracted by other matters.
Sewers. There was a spate of heavy rainfall a few months ago which caused the sewers along the High Street to overflow. This turned out to be an issue that wasn’t confined to Drayton; the entire system

operated by Thames Water seems rather overloaded. I requested in the Chronicle that residents

affected by this contact me and a number of residents came forward. We have used that to put

pressure on Thames Water; I understand they’ve had teams looking into the entire network, but I’d

like a more detailed update from them. Especially with a lot more housing planned near Great

Western Park, all of which will increase pressure on the sewer system. During the planning

application for that development, I requested Thames Water provide us with details of how they’ll

deal with this, as they originally said the sewer system was not under pressure; the collated

responses from here and elsewhere around the Vale disagreed. It was one reason why the planning

permission was deferred until questions were answered rather than approved. A good job we still

had a role and some powers there, rather than have it rubber-stamped by a Government algorithm.
Expressway. Following the encouraging signs that the Oxford-Cambridge Expressway (which, if we recall, would have simply involved increasing the HGV traffic up the A34 by over 1.3 million extra movements per year without any further facilities, no supporting infrastructure for the area (such as the road network around and supporting the Expressway) but an extra 100,000 homes without infrastructure

required) might have been kicked into the long grass, we wrote to the Government asking for an

update. Their response was essentially “We’re thinking, and we’ll get back to you when we get around to it.”
Developers. Walnut Meadows has been the primary concern here. Despite Covid diverting the majority of council personnel, we’ve tried to keep things moving here, but the developers have dragged their

feet again and again. The attempted route via the Environment Agency that I mentioned last year

did not pan out – after samples were taken, they announced that there was no significant

contamination. The fact that the samples were given by the developers looked extremely suspicious

to me, but apparently down to huge personnel shortages at the Environment Agency, they accepted

those samples. Which somewhat scuppered the plan. The route then shifted to drainage and the issues with drainage against the new levels. After a lot of back and forth and obtaining drainage plans from the developers and getting drainage engineers involved, as well as OCC and other contractors, we have now officially stated – with engineering and legal backup – that the drainage into the swales from the new levels would NOT be acceptable and neither would the compromise levels proposed. Any increase of levels above the original levels could put too great a pressure on the swales. We have written to Miller Homes informing them that they need to reinstate the original levels as per the survey submitted with the original application and giving them a short period to comply. Fingers crossed that this may FINALLY put this long-running issue to bed.
Covid. This, unsurprisingly, dominated the year and took between a half and two-thirds of Vale Officer

personnel over the past year. We did try to avoid a decrease in service responsiveness, but I don’t

think it would have been possible to avoid that altogether.
Grants schemes. The most useful thing we could do was to provide grants to those affected by Covid. As well as providing some financial assistance to the excellent Parish Council-led Covid Community support team for the village, we co-ordinated a series of Business Support Grants for businesses affected by social distancing and lockdowns. I’ll once again urge anyone running a business in the area to go to SVBS.co.uk and sign up for the business newsletter to get first sight of any new grants.

The latest of these is still in action: Grants for “restarting” business delivering in-person services for

the general public, paying up to £6,000 for non-essential retail businesses, and up to £18,000 for

hospitality businesses, accommodation, leisure, personal care and gym or sport business premises.

Please contact grants@southandvale.gov.uk if you think you may have an eligible business, and

don’t hesitate. The scheme will be open until 30th June 2021. (We had originally intended to make immediate automatic payments to business rate payers without needing an application form as we have for similar grants, but the government has said it wants us to collect additional information and carry out counter-fraud checks. This meant that a new application process had to be designed just for this scheme) There was also a grant scheme for individuals affected by the pandemic to buy food and

keep their homes warm this winter. This was administered through our local information and advice

centres, Citizens Advice South and Vale, and Wantage Independent Advice Centre.
Test and Trace £500 payments. People on low incomes (under £306 per week) who lose income having been told to self-isolate through the Covid test and trace system can be paid £500 – it now includes eligible parents and guardians who lose income if their children are sent home from school due to positive cases among students or staff. The application form for this is available on the VoWHDC website at https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/coronavirus-community-

support/support-for-people-who-need-help/financial-support-available-for-those-on-benefits-who-

are-told-to-self-isolate/
Support Lines. We set up support lines for vulnerable people to use to contact the District Council and County Council. This was to attempt to plug the possible gaps where people could fall through – those

judged extremely vulnerable by the NHS and who needed help with day-to-day tasks like shopping

could contact the County Council (where they would attempt to put them in contact with the Parish

Council team); those who were not ostensibly considered “high risk” had a route to the District

Council (who would likewise try to co-ordinate with the Parish Council Team in the first instance but

had a few other resources if necessary – around the Vale, they delivered a number of food parcels

and prescriptions directly, but I don’t believe this was needed in Drayton due to the coverage

achieved by the Parish Council team). The South and Vale Team also attempted to directly contact everyone on the shielding list to ensure no-one had slipped through the gaps and the Environmental Health team have also visited anyone they couldn’t reach by phone, in order to check on their welfare.

This was repeated for the latest lockdown.
Homelessness. Our Housing Needs team secured £130,000 across South and Vale to provide support and accommodation for people made homeless as a result of the pandemic. We’ve managed to prevent

nearly 80% of potential homelessness cases (for comparison, the average in South East England is

54.9%), which is good – but we’d prefer that to be 100% prevention.
Waste. The Recycling Centres were suspended during the first lockdown, but we managed to avoid

suspending them subsequently. Waste Collection continued throughout, apart from a suspension of

the Garden Waste programme in January when waste teams were hit by Covid and needed to self-

isolate; we triaged the services to ensure the black bins and green bins were able to continue.

Fortunately, we were able to restore the Garden Waste Programme in February. Since then,

however, the Garden Waste systems have been undergoing an upgrade and we are currently unable

to accept new applications (although existing customers should have had no issues with this). The

upgrade should be complete any day now.
Vaccination. One of the major things the Vale have been involved in is organising and co-ordinating the

vaccination programme, sorting out vaccination centres and providing roving vaccination teams to

go around care homes. This has been a strong success, and is still going strong. We hope to have

offered every adult a vaccine by July. While there has rightly been surge testing on the variants of Covid that have made their way into the UK, it’s become clear that the vaccines we already have do provide excellent protection against severe illness from them.
Symptom-free testing centre. We helped establish symptom-free testing centres, such as at the Beacon in Wantage Around 1 in 3 people with COVID-19 have no symptoms but can still pass it on which is why these were established for regular testing of key workers, including health and social care staff.
VMIC. Linking Planning and Covid, we got the Vaccine Manufacturing and Innovation Centre accelerated through planning permission last year and cleared it to start construction in advance of receiving planning permission. It should be coming on-stream within weeks, a year ahead of schedule. It

should be in a position to produce Covid vaccines of all types in ten-million-unit lots, helping provide

for booster shots and possibly providing vaccines for the current rollout.
Leisure services reopening. We’ve been gradually reopening leisure centres and outdoor pools since the 12th of April relaxation in restriction; this should increase following the 17th of May relaxation. Centres, facilities, and activities are only open where it is possible to do so and maintain social distancing. The capacity and procedures in place are under constant review. White Horse Leisure &amp; Tennis Centre, Wantage Leisure Centre, and Faringdon Leisure Centre are all at least partially reopened under Covid-secure rules; all activity sessions need to be pre-booked ahead of visits.

Fitness Classes, Crèches, Sauna/Steam Rooms, and Coffee shops are still closed but should reopen

following the 17th of May further relaxation. We intend to reopen the outdoor pools at Abbey Meadow in Abingdon and Riverside in Wallingford; exact opening dates yet to be confirmed.
Resumption of physical council meetings. Despite a court case, the Government has decreed that councils (although not Parliament) may not continue virtual meetings after this week. Personally, I think this is short-sighted and conflicts directly with continuing Government advice to maintain caution and social distancing where possible; a two-month further extension to allow all adults to have received at least one dose would have been very wise, in my view. There are many adults involved with councils at all levels who are yet unprotected.
Summary. An extremely busy year, overwhelmingly dominated by Covid, which showed just how well our communities could step up in a crisis. We are, thank God, apparently well on our way out of it, with

cases dropping week on week to extremely low levels and more than 65% of adults having received

a first shot of a Covid vaccine. The recent ONS survey showed infection levels dropping rapidly week

on week as we start to approach herd immunity. We’re starting to pivot more and more back to normal services, although we did strive to keep as much as possible going throughout. For me, the biggest disappointment was the lack of significant progress on Walnut Meadows (the Environment Agency simply accepting the developers’ submission on the land contamination levels was a low point). We do seem to now have chapter and verse on the requirement for the land levels to be reverted by the developer, which should unlock everything else. Let’s see if that finally gets it moving. I do NOT want to be still talking about it in next year’s report.
The Parish Council Chairman thanked the County and District Cllrs for their help and support.

7/2021 Public Participation. 

Stone Hill Community Garden. Daniel Scharf reported on Stonehill Community Garden that welcomes people from all walks of life for therapeutic gardening. They are currently working on half an acre, producing fruit, vegetables, eggs from our hens and honey from their bees. It used to only be open every Wednesday, 10 am – 4 pm, but now is spread over seven days. People can drop-in or stay all day. Groups and Individuals Welcome. It was noted that the water purifier paid for by the Parish Council had been hit by Covid as it wasn’t being used enough. They had quadrupled the water supply. The Community Garden would welcome any spare woodchip that people might have. The Tesco Bag Fund had donated £500 to the Garden which enabled the team working there to offer bags of vegetables to people within Drayton during the pandemic. He noted that the public footpath that has an elbow across the site has not yet been signposted and so people have been straying onto the garden. He noted that there were now more people from Abingdon that Drayton going to the garden and would prefer more Drayton people to use it. The Chairman asked if she can visit it and was told that she would be welcome the next day as Daniel would be there until 2pm.   
8/2021 Reports from Parish Council Committees and Working Groups.
a) Finance and Personnel Committee Patricia Athawes. Salient points were:
● The Council is holding regular meetings.

● The Clerk / RFO is doing a good job and keeping the council well updated.
b) Planning Committee Graham Webb. The following report was provided before the meeting:
Comments to VWHDC. We have responded to the Vale’s invitations to comment on applications, where applicable, but have tried to do this only where really necessary. These have mostly been extensions and conversions. There have been no major new developments.
Government Green Paper. We responded to the call for consultation on the Government’s Green Paper on proposed changes to the planning system. The paper was widely criticised as a “Developers’ Charter”, especially by national bodies such as CPRE. Our own feeling was that it relied heavily on platitudes and an optimistic view of what developers might be persuaded to do. The criticism was taken as a rejection from the industry, and a revised or re written paper is awaited.
Planning Conditions. Conditions imposed on Planning Consent have been widely ignored by recent developers. This has applied not just to landscaping and footpaths, but more seriously to issues of road safety, functioning drainage, and infringements of the Conservation Area.

The Parish Council has been active in pursuing these, although the Vale planners seem unwilling to take enforcement action.

A working group has started to have some success pursuing the Vale and Miller Homes regarding Walnut Meadow, and this is ongoing. Another working group has been looking at Manor Farm issues.
Future Development. Although sites approved in the Neighbourhood Development Plan have been built out, there are a number of places where development may occur next, and we now discuss these strategic issues at our regular meetings. There seems to be little progress on the Halls Close site. 
Elsewhere. We have watched with interest as SODC’s Local Plan was challenged by a group called BioAbundance. Among other things, this allocated land for 30,000 houses in South Oxfordshire, (16,000 already built), and substantial infrastructure change, but their application for Judicial Review was turned down on appeal. It’s important to realise that this is on Drayton’s doorstep, Didcot is expanding northwards (including its Enterprise Zone), and the planned expansion around Culham remains a probability.

c) Rights of Way & Conservation Working Group Richard Wade. Salient points were:
● Footpaths are generally in good order.

● BW2 to Marcham is still closed at Marcham Mill.

● The reinstatement of FP24 at Stonehill House is a good thing.

● BW7, BW9, BW29 have been selected as strategic routes for S106 cycle path improvement work.

Constructive discussions have been had with various users and relevant landowners.

● There are unadopted roads on each of the new developments which has resulted in a grey area about rights of way which will need to be addressed in the future.
d) Public Art Working Group Pervin Shahin. The following report was provided after the meeting:
Entrance Signs. The PC has approved six signs at the entrances to the village: two small signs at the Sutton Courtney entrance, and two large signs on each of the entry points from Abingdon and Steventon. One will be placed on each side of the road. The signs will incorporate the 30 mile limit sign on the entry side, and the 40 mile limit sign on the exit side. The Council has approved the first stage of the design, which has been signed off so a contract will be drawn up. When we are happy with the final design, it will go through to the life size drawing stage and the second stage will begin. At the moment, the costs cannot be finalised, as it is difficult to come to a figure until the laser cutters have received the final drawing, as it depends on the number of cuts. Technical details of all the manufacturing costs have been provided and approved by the council. At every stage during the process we will be updated and allowed to comment.
Walnuts. The PC has approved the installation of 17 walnuts on the village green, to be dispersed partly round the edges to discourage parking, and partly though the four areas of grass that make up the area, to be placed at the artist's discretion.  The walnuts will be installed with a steel rod that will be set into an underground bed of concrete to prevent theft.
Planting. The area that has been eroded by parked cars will be restored by adding topsoil from the higher grassy area down to the edges. This will then be rolled and turfed. To further discourage parking on the green, there will be a planting scheme to enhance the area. Small evergreen shrubs will be planted at regular intervals between the walnuts round the edges, and weaving round the walnuts to give an artistic effect. A temporary fence will be erected to protect the area until the plants have established themselves.
e) Community Support Working Group Richard Wade. Salient points were:
● The PC should be proud of what it achieved and he thanked everyone who had been involved.

● The whole village was leafleted.

● There were 50 recipients and 50 volunteers.

● The scheme ran throughout lockdown. 

● A free hot food delivery service was provided to approximately 12 people each week. This was paid for by the District and Parish Councils. The vegetables scheme mentioned earlier by Daniel had been a spin-out from this. 

● It had been more effective than the NHS volunteer scheme because local people knew each other and so could quickly establish a network of contacts and help. 

● The latter effort was weaning people off PC support and he noted that there had been no new people added during lockdowns 2 & 3. The Drayton community had managed to achieve a situation where they didn’t need it.

● Richard thanked the team and the volunteers who had been involved.

District Cllr Cook noted that the Drayton scheme had been one of the best that had been set up in the district. Richard said that the group would offer assistance to other groups if required e.g. by working with the Food Bank in Abingdon.
f) Website Working Group Garin Schoonhoven. The following report was provided after the meeting:
- Implemented WCAG 2.1 compliance strategy, with most obligatory content meeting requirements, with some minutes (converted to .html) being reviewed by the clerk.

- Ongoing development of a recommended approach to capturing and processing minutes. Note that this recommendation was provided and discussed in the last website working group meeting.

- During development of the above recommendation, the conversion of minutes from .docx to .html had been handled by Jules Meredith. This should not be necessary, as this process is implemented, aside from potential support from Jules in creating new pages and it was suggested that staff reach out to him should there be a need for support (e.g. providing steps for posting a new set of minutes) or for any website administration related matters.

- The website has been reaffirmed as a village website with hosting fees paid by the council, where the PC utilizes a dedicated subset of the website pages. As such, other areas of the website may not comply with accessibility guidelines.

Jules Meredith was thanked for his help and support revising the site.
g) Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group. It was noted that it is hoped that a Project Manager will be appointed soon.
9/2021 Residents Participation. A resident asked whether a comments page could be added to the web site.
10/2021 Chairman's Closing Remarks. Tamsin Crane thanked everyone for coming. She noted that The Government was making Parish and Town Councils meet in public again after the May elections even though the pandemic was ongoing. She suggested that the PC use Working Groups as much as possible going forwards.

The meeting ended at 7.20pm.
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