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www.drayton-near-abingdon.org/drayton-parish-council

Minutes of the Meeting of Drayton Parish Council, 

Held on Monday 4th March 2013 at 7:30pm

At the Caudwell Day Centre, Gravel Lane, Drayton

Present: Daniel Scharf (Chairman); Naomi Broomfield; Julian Fowler; Richard Williams; Richard Webber

Not Present: Jennifer Pooley; Laurence Zipson 

In attendance: David Perrow (Parish Clerk); Christopher Price (Deputy Parish Clerk); Mike Badcock (County Councillor)

201/2012-13 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies had been received from Jennifer Pooley, Laurence Zipson and these were noted.

202/2012-13 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were present.

203/2012-13 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS

Daniel Scharf and Julian Fowler both declared an interest with regards to the allotments. There were no dispensations received in advance by the Clerk needed for consideration.

204/2012-13 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4th February 2013 were confirmed. Daniel Scharf (Chairman) signed the Minutes as a correct record.

Proposed: Richard Webber

Seconded: Richard Williams


Resolved Unanimously

205/2012-13 ACTION POINT REVIEW FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

The Action Point report from the last meeting was noted and the points below were provided as additional information:

(a) Planning Lawyer. Daniel Scharf has not received a response from Tim Comyn (Sparsholt).

ACTION: Daniel Scharf to contact Tim Comyn again.

(b) Bins. The Mace shop has requested a ‘no dog waste’ sign for their bin.

ACTION: Deputy Clerk to fix a ‘no dog waste’ sign onto the Mace shop bin.

(c) Burial Ground Fence. The Parish Council is still discussing the matter. The Clerk reported that from a search of the Council’s Deed records there had been no change in the boundary to the Burial Ground to extend the neighbouring gardens so far as he could determine 

ACTION: Clerk to continue investigation by checking the records held in the County Records Office

(d) Recycling Centre. The ditch running alongside the recycling centre is still full of rubbish.

ACTION: Clerk to take photos of the ditch running alongside the recycling centre and ask OCC to clear the litter

(e) Street Light. The street light located on the junction of Marcham Road and Whitehorns Way is still not working. 

ACTION: Clerk to ask David Cookson from OCC Street Lighting for a further update.

206/2012-13 OCC MATTERS / NEWS FROM COUNTY COUNCLLORS

Marilyn Badcock had sent her apologies as she was unable to attend the meeting. Mike Badcock reported on the following.

(a) Council Tax. OCC had decided to increase its Council tax rate by 1.99% this year, despite encouragement/objections from the government to any increase. Daniel Scharf thanked OCC for this action to sustain public services and proposed that Drayton Parish Council write a letter to OCC to convey our approval.

Proposed: Daniel Scharf

Seconded: Richard Williams


Resolved Unanimously

ACTION: Clerk to send letter to OCC expressing our approval of their 2013-14 budget and their decision to support public services by increasing Council tax rates.

(b) Abingdon Southern Bypass. The County Councillors support the VWHDC proposal that Abingdon should have a two-kilometre southern bypass running between the A415 at Culham and Marcham Road just east of the A34 before any major new housing development.

(c) Green Belt. The County Councillors reminded the Council that the green belt needed extending between Abingdon and Drayton to protect it from development. They suggested that the Council write to VWHDC suggesting this.

(d) X2. Mike Badcock has spoken to Thames Travel regarding unreliable X2 service. That morning, in an unrelated move, the police had stopped twelve buses: One driver had a revoked licence, three buses did not have a ‘Child’ sign at the front and rear, one bus had a fault with the emergency door, one driver had the wrong date of birth on his driving licence, one bus had a faulty gear box and had to be towed away.

(e) OCC Big Society Grant Fund. No grant request had been received from the Drayton football club.

207/2012-13 VWHDC MATTERS / NEWS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

(a) Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). Richard Webber reported that the designation of the area has been approved by the VWHDC and that our NDP can now progress. Richard Webber had a meeting with Katherine Macdonald (VWHDC Neighbourhood Planning Liaison Officer) in advance of a meeting to include Daniel Scharf. The Vale has advised that the NDP would need will need revising (e.g. in respect of s106 contributions and Level 6 environmental requirements) to make it comply with VWHDC policies in the new Draft LDP.

(b) Local Plan (LDP). The VWHDC is consulting on the new draft Local Plan 2029 Part One: Strategic Sites and Policies. The Local Plan is one of the key planning policy documents designed to help guide decisions that are made about developments in the district for the next 15 years. This consultation will run for an extended 10 week period. The draft plan will be available for a four week period in advance of the statutory six week time period to allow the public to review and familiarise themselves with the document. On 28th March the evidence base reports and supporting documentation will be published for the formal six weeks public consultation. The deadline for response is 4:00pm Thursday 9th May. It was agreed for the Planning Committee to meet on Monday 22nd April to formalize a response. 

ACTION: Clerk to book Caudwell Day Centre for 7:30pm Monday 22nd April. The meeting will be open to the public.

208/2012-13 DRAYTON2020 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE

(a) Meeting with Land Owners.

(i) Savill's (land agents) and Bloor Homes (developer) have reduced the number of houses that they would like to build south of the village. Outline plans were tabled, and Drayton2020 responded suggesting they would like there to be more of a buffer between the existing houses and the new ones, and a more imaginative use of green space. It was a positive meeting. 

(ii) Paul Caudwell has not yet changed his plans to build East of the village and these plans are quite advanced. Mr. Caudwell owns other land in the parish, and it was suggested that he had other sites which might be preferable to the land east of the burial ground.

(iii) Manor Farm Development. A meeting with Michael Lawley, of Cooke & Arkwright, agents for Earl of Plymouth Estates, was held on Thursday 28th February. Both parties showed each other their plans for Manor Farm development, including a modified road entry from Abingdon Road, opposite Hilliat Fields. 

(iv) John Binning and Allens & Humphries. Meetings still need to be arranged with land owners John Binning and Allens & Humphries with Drayton2020. 

ACTION: Clerk to arrange meetings with John Binning and Allens & Humphries.

(b) Consultation. The Drayton community needs to be updated and consulted on latest Drayton2020 activity through a series of events in the next few months.

209/2012-13 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

This meeting will be held on Monday 15th April. The Clerk confirmed the following: DAMASCUS are not able to do the catering, It was resolved that the ‘short mat bowls’ should be asked to do the catering at this year’s annual parish meeting. 

Proposed: Naomi Broomfield
Seconded: Daniel Scharf


Resolved Unanimously

The Village Hall has been booked and local celebrity Paul Mayhew-Archer will speak at the opening of the meeting.

ACTION: Clerk to organise projector and screen and to ask the ‘short mat bowls’ if they would be willing to do the catering.

210/2012-13 FINANCE/ADMIN COMMITTEE BUSINESS

	
	Finance/Admin Committee Business (Naomi Broomfield, Chairman)       Invoice 

A. February 2013 Payments                                                                            Amount
	Incl. VAT

	Open Spaces Act 1906 s10
	(i) Village Caretaker – February 2013                                                              *£285.28                                                 
	£8.66

	LGA (1972) s112
	(ii) Clerk’s Salary – February  2013                                                                 * £785.15    
	zero

	LGA (1972) s112
	(iii) Deputy Clerk’s salary  - February 2013                                                    * £144.58      
	zero

	LGA (1972) s111
	(iv) HM R&C Tax and NI – February 2013                                                     *£ 351.39
	zero

	LG (FP) A 1963 s5
	(v) Clerk’s Expenses – February 2013                                                             * £53.64
	zero

	LGA (1972) s143
	(vi) ORCC Annual Subscription 2013-14                                                         *£65.00
	zero

	LGA (1972) s114
	(vii) RBS Rialtas Cemeteries Software                                                           *£1210.80
	£201.80

	LGA (1972) s114
	(viii) Microshade – Hosting for RBS Cemetery Package (2.5 mths)                   *£6.00
	£1.00

	Local Authorities Cemetery Order SI 1977/204
	(ix) VWHDC – Cherry Tree for Burial Ground (Direct Debit)                        *£120.00                         
	£20.00

	LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 15(4)
	(x) Drayton Chronicle – advert x2 for APA                                                        £20.00
	zero

	LGA (1972) s143
	(xi) OALC Annual Subscription 2013-14                                                           £438.59
	£73.10

	SI 2003/533 s4
	(xii) Arrow Accounting – Internal Audit fee 2012-13                                         £224.40
	zero

	LGA (1972) s111
	(xiii) OALC – VAT training course for Clerk                                                       £42.00
	£7.00

	
	Total payments this month                                                                              £3746.83
	£311.56

	
	B February 2013 Receipts                                                                                               
	

	
	Burial/Memorial fees                                                                                          £305.00
	

	
	VAT Refund                                                                                                      £1177.57
	

	
	Total Receipts this month                                                                               £1482.57
	


C. OTHER FINANCE BUSINESS

(i) Bank Reconciliation for February 2013.  Naomi Broomfield, as Chairperson of the Finance & Personnel Committee had checked the bank reconciliation to end February 2013. Current funds total £33,074.58 not including payments approved above.

(ii) Payments. The Clerk explained the payments listed above which were approved for payment. The list of online payments via Unity Bank (see items starred * above) was signed off and the two people to approve online payments were appointed: Naomi Broomfield and Julian Fowler.

(iii) Grant applications. None. 

(iv) Risk Assessment. 

The Annual Parish Inspection was conducted on Saturday 23rd February from 9:30-11:00am and was carried out by Naomi Broomfield, Jennifer Pooley and Laurence Zipson. Clerk and Deputy Clerk were also present. Two dog waste bins have been stolen, one on the Millennium green (now replaced) and one on Lockway Road end of bridleway, next to the Village Hall (still to be replaced). The Financial and Governance risk assessment papers for the current financial year were presented. The two additional risks that have been identified this year and were noted:

· Too small a Council. 6 out of 11 is insufficient for committees to operate effectively and for the Council’s work to be carried out with a sufficient diversity of opinion to reflect the community’s views. Need to recruit more Councillors.

· Planning Committee. Following on from ‘too small a council’ this committee is too small and needs to be boosted to full strength. ToRs should be reviewed. Should training in planning be made mandatory?

Risk Assessments Parts 1 and 2 were checked by Naomi Broomfield and cross checked by Richard Williams. They were agreed, to be signed and counter-signed.

Proposed: Naomi Broomfield

Seconded: Daniel Scharf

Resolved Unanimously

(v) Hours for Clerk and Deputy Clerk. It was resolved to increase the Deputy Clerk’s hours from five to ten per week and reduce the Clerk’s hours from fifteen to ten per week. This will allow the Clerk to spend extra hours on Drayton2020 working more hours if required for which overtime could be claimed if unable to balance over the month.

Proposed: Daniel Scharf

Seconded: Naomi Broomfield

Resolved Unanimously

211/2012-13 PLANNING COMMITTEE BUSINESS

	PC #
	ADDRESS
	DETAILS
	PARISH
	DISTRICT

	2012-25
	The Grange, 13 Gravel Lane, Drayton, OX14 4HY
	To remove a Lime tree
	No objections
	Pending

	2012-26
	Haywards Farmhouse, 53 Sutton Wick Lane, Drayton, OX14 4HH
	Erection of a dwelling
	Object
	Pending

	2012-27
	208 Steventon Road, Drayton, OX13 6RN
	Two storey side extension for garaging, workshop and office plus single storey rear extension to form kitchen / family room.
	Pending
	Pending

	2012-28
	The Bungalow, 2 East Way, Drayton, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 4JZ
	Erection of a conservatory
	Pending
	Pending


(a) Haywards Farmhouse (P13/V0053/FUL). This planning application has been withdrawn prior to determination on 27th February.

(b) Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA). Richard Webber reported on SHMA, an assessment of existing and future housing need and demand within a defined housing market area, focusing on all aspects of the housing market.

(c) Planning Appeal (APP/V3120/A/13/2191911/NWF). Hallam Land Management Ltd has made an appeal to the Secretary of State against VWHDC's decision to refuse planning permission for the housing on land east of Drayton Rd, South Abingdon. This development would affect our Drayton2020 plan if it went ahead. Daniel Scharf said he would be attending the inquiry on an individual basis. Richard Williams expressed an interest in attending the public inquiry on behalf of the Parish Council. 

(d) Sutton Courtenay. Dr Sheila Worsley has written to the Clerk on behalf of ‘Keep Sutton Courtenay Rural’ (a local group of residents campaigning against large scale housing development in Sutton Courtenay) regarding two planning applications which have recently been submitted to the VWHDC, by Pye Homes (reference P13/V0233/FUL) and Redrow Homes (reference P13/V0401/O). The letter explained how they object strongly to both of these applications for a number of key reasons which include the impact of additional traffic on the local area and that the Pye Homes application site will encroach into the open space between Sutton Courtenay and Drayton parish. The consultation period will end on 20th March (P13/V0233/FUL) and 27th March (P13/V0401/O) respectively. The council resolved to respond with a letter recommending that a better bus service and cycle tracks should be supported and agreed before these planning applications are approved.

Proposed: Daniel Scharf

Seconded: Julian Fowler


Resolved Unanimously

ACTION: Daniel Scharf to draft response letter and Clerk to send it.

(e) Meeting with the surrounding parish & town councils. It was agreed to hold a meeting on Monday 8th April to discuss common issues relating to neighbourhood planning. 

ACTION: Clerk to book Caudwell Day Centre for Monday 8th February, 7:00pm.

(f) Co-option. Richard Webber was co-opted onto the Planning Committee.

Proposed: Daniel Scharf

Seconded: Julian Fowler


Resolved Unanimously

ACTION: Clerk to add Richard Webber to Planning Committee members list.

212/2012-13 RIGHTS OF WAY & CONSERVATION WORKING GROUP

Jennifer Pooley had sent her apologies to the meeting. There was no business.

213/2012-13 LEISURE & GENERAL PURPOSES WORKING GROUP

(a) Village Caretaker and Grass Contractors’ Reports. These were received and noted. 

(b) Allotment. Robin Butler had emailed the clerk regarding the proposed rise in allotment rents (in 12 months’ time). Robin asked the council to substantiate why the allotment rents are being linked to inflation in the future (and which rate (CPI/RPI) and when (which month) the inflation rate will be chosen). The Parish Council discussed this and agreed that index linking was reasonable given the continuing costs associated with the allotments.

ACTION: Clerk to respond to Robin Butler.

214/2012-13 PRESS & PUBLIC RELATIONS WORKING GROUP

Laurence Zipson had sent his apologies to the meeting. 

(a) Logo. The Clerk suggested that we base our logo design on the Kennington shield with two quadrants changed to be relevant graphics for Drayton. The artwork cost would be £40 and with signage the total cost of required work would be circa £150, it was resolved to proceed with this suggestion and within a £150 budget limit.

Proposed: Julian Fowler

Seconded: Naomi Broomfield

Resolved Unanimously

The Councillors made the following suggestions for Drayton’s two graphics: Brick, Fire, Walnut, Red Kite, Millennium Green, Church, Cross, Water Pump, George and Dragon, Gnomon and A34 Bridge.

ACTION: Clerk to add Logo to April’s agenda.

(b) Website. The Clerk is still having some technical problems with the website, particularly relating to duplicate entries appearing in the calendar and the lack of permission to create additional pages for Drayton2020. The software upgrade has also not happened.

215/2012-13 CORRESPONDENCE

The items on the List of Correspondence received were noted. 

216/2012-13 ITEMS TO BE NOTED FROM PARISH COUNCILLORS

There were no items to be noted from the parish councillors.

217/2012-13 THE DATE OF THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

The date of the next Parish Council meeting was confirmed as MONDAY 15th April 2013 at 7:30pm in the Village Hall, Lockway, Drayton.

218/2012-13 RESERVED BUSINESS 

It was resolved that the Public and Press be excluded from the following two items of Reserved Business.

(a) Grass cutting contract. The four lowest bids of the six received were discussed along with references obtained for them by the clerk. It was resolved to award the contract to the lowest bidder with the best reference and the Clerk was instructed to issue the contract.

Proposed: Naomi Broomfield
Seconded: Richard Williams


Resolved Unanimously

ACTION: Clerk to offer the grass cutting contract to the agreed lowest bidder.

(b) Allotment Access. The Clerk has received a letter from a member of the public who is interested in buying a property near the allotments. The present owners rent a small piece of land from Drayton Parish Council to act as their driveway. The enquirer would like to know if the piece of land will always be available for rent, or if it could be bought from the Parish Council. It was resolved to keep the current rental arrangement and the Clerk was asked to reply accordingly to the enquirer.
Proposed: Daniel Scharf

Seconded: Naomi Broomfield

Resolved Unanimously

ACTION: Clerk to reply to enquirer re the Council land rented to householders near the allotments.

The meeting concluded at 9:55pm

Signed: 



       


 Date: 15th April 2013 
Name: Daniel Scharf 




Role: Chairman, Drayton Parish Council
Page 5 of 6
 04 December 2024

