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DRAYTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and Personnel Committee of Drayton Parish Council held on 28 January 2025 at 2pm in the Village Hall. 

Present: Cllrs Pat Athawes (Chair), and Richard Wade (left at 2:50pm) Elaine Wade, Pervin Shahin. 
Also, in attendance: Anita James (Clerk/RFO) Deputy Clerk, Chris Price and Programme Manager, Jonathon Fowler.

55/25: To receive and resolve to accept apologies for absence: All members present, Richard Wade left at 2.50pm

56/25: To receive any pecuniary and/or non- pecuniary declarations of interest and consider any written dispensations from councillors received by the clerk: None declared. 

57/25: To approve the minutes of the Finance Meeting on the 26 November 2024: Approved by the committee and signed by the chair, Pat Athawes.

58/25: Public Participation: No public present. 

59/25: Budget position as of 31 December 2024: The clerk went through the actual income and expenditure to 31 December 2024, and the anticipated income and expenditure to 31/03/2025. 

The clerk explained that there is an estimated budget deficit of £12,273. The reasons for this deficit have been recorded in the finance meeting on the 11 and the 26 November 2024, but it is due to the late payment of invoices for the locum clerk and the IT provider Microshade. Also, unforeseen legal expenses connected to 28 Church Lane. 

60/25: To consider a donation request from Abingdon Bridge for 2024/25:
£4,000 agreed and approved by the committee. 

61/25: To approve the updated NALC model (2024) Financial Regulations: Approved by council but will need to be ratified by full council at the next meeting.  

62/25: To approve the Updated Internal Controls Policy: Approved by council but will need to be ratified by full council at the next meeting.  

63/25: Internal Audit: The interim internal audit had been conducted at the clerks’ place of work on the 3 December 2024 with a subsequent report detailing recommendations and actions.  The clerk will endeavour to action and the final audit is booked for the 22 April 2025.  

Reserved Business: Exclusion of the Public and Press. In view of the nature of the business to be transacted any members of the public and press to be temporarily excluded from the meeting (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 s.1)

64/25: Clerks contract to be signed. The contract was approved by council and signed by the chair, Pat Athawes. 

65/25: Date of next meeting: 30 April 2025 at 7pm in the Caudwell Day Centre. 
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