Drayton Parish Council

Notes from the meeting of the Leisure & General Purposes Working Group
Held on Thursday 11th June 2009 at 7.30pm

Present:
Mr Scharf, Mrs Pooley, Mr Butler, Mrs Hind & Mrs Sellwood (Clerk)

1.  Community Day – 4th July

The PC would have a stand at the Community Day and use the noticeboard to display information about what the PC does.  Mr Scharf to make a notice to advertise the vacancy on the Parish Council.  The Clerk to take the laminates to Mr Scharf on 28th June.
2.  Youth noticeboard

The idea that the young people in the village should have their own noticeboard, so that activities could be advertised, came from the Annual Parish Assembly.  Two young people attending the meeting had said that they didn’t know about what activities were available in the village for them.  

Mr Scharf would contact Andrew Gould – who is taking over from Gary – at the DAMASCUS Project, to discuss the idea with him.  The Clerk to email Rita Atkinson and let her know that Mr Scharf would be contacting Andrew.

3.  Burial Ground memorials

The Clerk gave an update, following the testing of the memorials.  The Clerk had been to the archives office again and looked through the burial records for any further next of kin not identified on the first search.  Many of the forms completed some time ago didn’t detail who the next of kin was.  Also, some of the next of kin from years ago have since passed away.  The Clerk had contacted Abingdon Stone & Marble and Thomas Cakebread (in Banbury) who would both be visiting the burial ground and supplying the PC with quotes for putting right all the memorials which failed the test.  The Clerk had spoken again with Mr Sills (IMI) who said that they do not repair memorials which fail the testing, but are able to part bury the unsafe memorials a third into the ground.
Mr Sills had reiterated that if the PC went down the route of paying for the repair of a memorial, then the PC would be responsible for the liability of the memorial in the future (even if the next of kin was later found).

The Clerk had also discussed with Mr Sills that a number of the memorials, which failed the test, and required attention within 6 months were infact vases.  Mr Sills said that, because the vases weren’t fixed to the ground, they had been included in the report.  It was up to the Parish Council to decide if they wished to pursue these as a potential hazard.  The Clerk was asked to write again to the next of kin with vases and apologise for any inconvenience or upset caused by the first letter and to say that no further action was required.  This item to be discussed further at the next PC meeting in July.

4.  Play ground

The Clerk mentioned that the ROSPA safety inspection was due to take place during July.

5.  Lyford Close play area

All Councillors had been asked to look at the area, which would then be discussed at the next main PC Meeting.  Mr Scharf to speak with Mr Webber about the area.

6.  Recreation Ground

Mr Scharf to draft a letter to the Village Hall & Recreation Ground Committee ready for the next PC meeting, which would be sent to them with a copy of the letter from the solicitor.

7.  Allotments

Mr Butler gave a brief report on the allotments.  There are now only 2-3 people on the waiting list for an allotment.  There is a 3ft x 3ft shed on the allotments, which needs to be removed.  As the shed is made, in part, from asbestos, it would need to be removed by a recognised contractor.  The Clerk to contact the Vale’s Environmental Health Dept. and ask them if they would be able to remove it.

Mr Butler also mentioned that the allotment hedge, on the left hand side as you enter the church yard, needed to be cut back.  Mr Cook would be asked to cut the hedge back.
It was also noted that an allotment holder had cut a hole in the beech hedge.

8.  Chairman of the L&GP Working Group

Mr Scharf asked Mrs Hind if she would be interested in becoming Chairman of the Working Group.  Mrs Hind said that she would be interested and Mr Scharf would propose this at the next PC meeting.

