Drayton Parish Council

Draft Minutes, subject to confirmation, of the Parish Council Meeting of 
Drayton Parish Council, Held on Monday 5th February 2008 at 7.45pm

At the CAUDWELL DAY CENTRE, GRAVEL LANE, DRAYTON

Present:
Mr Scharf, Mrs Parker, Mr Webber, Mr Butler, Mrs Pooley, Mrs Morrison 
19/08.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

County Councillors Mr & Mrs Badcock, Mrs Seaman.
20/08.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No interests were declared.  Action - The Clerk to forward a Declarations of Interest form to Mrs Morrison and an alteration of interests form to Mr Butler.
21/08.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
2 members of the public were present.  Mr Brian Sayce of Halls Close attended the meeting to raise concerns about the problem of vehicles parking in the first 10 metres of Halls Close.  He presented a document to the PC detailing the main points to be considered and also giving some suggestions to alleviate the problem.  Decision – PC members to visit the area and report back at the next meeting.

Dr Fursdon Davis attended the meeting to find out what was happening concerning the Village Green.  Mr Scharf said that the PC had received a letter from Mr Hornsby asking that the PC sign off the proposed draft Order for the land swap at the Village Green, received from DEFRA.  The PC were unable to do this at the time as there were a couple of queries concerning the map Mr Hornsby had enclosed with the draft Order.
22/08.
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 7TH JANUARY 2008.
The Minutes were agreed and signed. 
23/08.
MATTERS ARISING

· 31/05   Deeds reconstruction –  Mr Scharf informed the PC that the title to the recreation ground had now been returned from the Land Registry.  Also it has been confirmed that the PC is the owner of the Lock Way play area, the Parish Burial Ground and the allotments.  The area of land around Sutton Wick pond is unclaimed, although the PC is registered holders of the common land.  Action - Mr Scharf would speak with Mr Stimpson concerning the land in Sutton Wick Lane, Lyford Close play area (BMX track) and parts A and B on the map received from Richard Hornsby.
· 40/06   Topple testing – The Clerk had written again to the Diocese to find out how the remainder of the burial ground could be consecrated, but was still awaiting a reply.  The Clerk had also written to Mr Rich at the Town Council concerning providing a quote for the cost to carry out topple testing in the Parish Burial Ground.  Action – The Clerk to chase the replies.
· 109/07 Sutton Wick Lane flooding – The Clerk had written to Mr Webb to check his understanding of what was agreed with Mr Hatwell and had invited Mr Webb to attend the PC meeting.  Action – The Clerk was requested to write to Mr Webb again, as no reply had been received.
· 109/07 Access across village hall field – The Clerk had circulated a copy of an email received from Mr Ian Mark, Senior Legal Executive at NALC, concerning the access across the village hall field and the proposed draft agreement with the football club.  Mr Scharf said that he had looked at the field and there was no evidence of anyone doing anything substantially over the land.  The draft agreement with the football club would be looked at again at the meeting with the Village Hall Management Committee, which had been set for Wednesday 27th February at 6.45pm in the village hall.  Mr Scharf requested that as many PC members as possible should attend the meeting.  Mr Scharf asked the Councillors if they were agreeable to him meeting with Ann Webb prior to the meeting on the 27th.  Decision -  All agreed that, if possible, Mr Scharf would meet with Ann Webb first.  Action – The Clerk to photocopy the Charity Commission document concerning the village hall and recreation ground and post this out first class to all Councillors.
· 115/07 Additional litter bin – The Clerk reported that the new litter bin had now been installed in the play area.  Mr Scharf and Mrs Parker were due to collect the contribution of £170.00 from the Brownies on 27th February.  The Clerk had checked with the Vale who’s responsibility it was to empty the new bin and had been informed that it was the PC’s, therefore the Clerk had spoken with Mr Sharpe to ask him to carry this out.
· 129/07 HGV’s using bridleway –  The Clerk received an emailed reply from Mr Sumner, which had been forwarded to all PC members.  The reply stated that a barrier would be inappropriate on Kiln Lane at this time and that there were strict criteria for installing a structure within the highway.  The PC still felt very strongly that a bollard should be installed at the Lock Way end of Kiln Lane to prevent vehciles from churning up the bridleway.  Mr Scharf proposed that the PC pay for a bollard to be installed.  Decision – All agreed.  Action – The Clerk to write to OCC, via Councillor Badcock, and say that the PC wish to have a bollard installed to prevent illegal use of the bridleway and that they are prepared to pay for it.  In the first instance the Clerk to email round the cost for a bollard.  So long as the majority still agree that the PC should pay for a bollard, the Clerk would then send the letter to Councillor Badcock.
· 159/07 Henleys Lane street lighting –Mr Scharf had spoken with Mr George Reade, the Vale’s tree officer, to find out if permission would need to be sought for having some trees trimmed in Henleys Lane.  This should allow for more light from the street lamp to light the area.  Mr Reade confirmed that permission wouldn’t be needed for trimming back the trees.  Decision – The PC agreed to pay for the pruning work.  Action – The Clerk to write to the owners of the trees to ensure that they would be happy for the work to be done.  Once their confirmation to carry out the work had been received the Clerk to then contact a couple of tree surgeons for quotes. 
Mr Butler mentioned that there was a tree in the Parish Burial Ground which also needed some attention.  Action – The Clerk would ask the tree surgeons to include this work in their quotation.  Mr Scharf agreed to show the tree surgeons the location of the trees.
· 174/07  Sutton Wick Lane bench – Mrs Parker had contacted Orchard Street Furniture, who could provide a 4ft wooden bench for £330.00.  The company could also make a plaque and have this put on the bench.  Action – The Clerk to check with the company that the wood used comes from a sustainable source.
The wording to go on the plaque was discussed.  Action – The Clerk to write to Mrs Purbrick concerning the wording for the plaque.
· 7/08  Draft letter to Ed Vaizey, MP, concerning the proposed reservoir – Item carried forward.

· 8/08  Vandalism to bus shelters – The Clerk had contacted the insurance company and asked whether they would still pay out the claim if the replacement panels were made of polycarbonate, instead of glass.  They confirmed that they would pay the claim, but only the cost of glass panels.  The Clerk also asked if they would have any objections to the PC installing metal crosses over the polycarbonate panels to prevent them from being removed.  They said that they did not have any objections to this.  The Clerk had emailed the information round to all the Councillors and it was decided to replace the panels with polycarbonate.  The Clerk had sent the claim and information to the insurance company and was waiting for their authorisation before ordering the panels.
The Clerk had sent information to Mr Webber of the cost to the PC over the last 3 years of vandalism to the bus shelters.  Mr Webber read out some research he had done on CCTV, which detailed that CCTV is not much of a deterrent for late night alcohol fuelled crime.  Mr Webber had spoken with Roger Foster, the Crime Reduction Officer at Abingdon Police Station.  OCC and the police had agreed to sort out the street light on The Green so that it faces the bus shelter, which would hopefully deter further vandalism.  There is no lighting near the bus shelter by Vickery’s.  Mr Webber proposed that the PC offer a contribution towards funding a street light near the bus shelter.  Decision – All agreed that the PC contribute towards a street light.  It was also agreed that Mr Webber would speak with Mr Foster about this, on the PC’s behalf.
· 9/08  Letter to NAG – Item carried forward.

· 10/08 Village Welcome Leaflet – The leaflets had now been printed.  Action – The Clerk to write a letter of thanks from the PC to Mr Derek Pooley for all his hard work on the leaflet.
· 12/08 Pension advice from OALC – The Clerk was waiting for updated information from OCC on the Local Government Pension Scheme.

· 15/08 East Way entrance – Mrs Pooley read out a copy of a letter she had received from Mrs White of Eastway, which had been sent to Mr Sumner at OCC on 23rd January.  Action – The Clerk to write to Mrs White to say that she was correct in directing her request to Mr Sumner.  The Clerk to also write to County Councillors Mr & Mrs Badcock concerning the state of the bridleway at Eastway.
The Clerk had emailed Mr Sumner concerning the bridleway at Eastway and had received a reply on 17th January, which stated that he found it difficult to accept that the state of the surface is causing any obstruction to the bridleway.

· 17/08  Abits Meeting – The meeting took place on 15th January.  Suggestions to help alleviate the traffic coming into Abingdon on the Drayton Road included connecting Masefield Crescent with the Drayton Road.  Other discussions included re-opening the Drayton slip road.  Mr Webber, as a member of the Abits Steering Group, would keep the PC updated on any progress made.
24/08.
FINANCE/ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE BUSINESS

All invoices, payments and receipts had been checked by Mr Butler, prior to the cheques being signed.  Mr Butler had also checked the latest bank statement and the National Savings account book.
A  Payments

M Sellwood                 

Clerk’s salary                       

£532.30
Inland Revenue           

Tax & NI                               

£42.76
M Sellwood                 

Clerk’s expenses


£68.40 (£4.87 VAT)

Steve Sharpe               

January caretaker


£318.58
Glasdon UK


New bin for play area


£399.55 (£59.50 VAT)
Viking Direct


Display board



£182.11 (£27.12 VAT)

Copycat


Photocopying



£16.64 (£2.48 VAT)

S137 payment
Dataprint


Village welcome leaflet


£507.00

B  Receipts

Mrs Absalom


Burial – cremated remains, new plot 8C
£65.00
C  Other business

· S137 grants/donations - Thank you letters had been received for donations from the Abingdon CAB and the Vale & Downland Museum.

· Cleansing Grant for 2008/2009 – Decision – It was agreed to request £800.00 from VWHDC as next year’s cleansing grant.

· Auditors – It was agreed that BR Consulting be asked to remain as the internal auditor for 2007/2008.  The Clerk had received a letter from the Audit Commission to notify the PC that they had appointed BDO Stoy Hayward LLP as the auditor for the Parish Council.  The appointment would be for a 5 year period, commencing with the 2007/2008 accounts.
· Finance Committee Meeting, 4th February 2008 @ 7pm.
Mr Butler reported on the Finance Committee Meeting, which had been held prior to the main PC Meeting.
· The financial spreadsheets had been reviewed.  The PC is currently within budget with no overspend expected.

· Draft Financial Regulations – information on the Local Government Pension Scheme from OCC had yet to be received.  Until it was the document could not be completed.

· Draft Donation Request Document.  The Finance Committee proposed that the document should include a statement allowing for grants/donations to be given in exceptional circumstances.  The Committee also proposed to omit further information on S137, as this would be quite a lengthy and complicated statement to include.  Decision – The changes were agreed.  Action – Mr Butler to email out the document again and to put an article in the Chronicle concerning grants/donations.

· Draft Risk Assessment.  The Finance Committee had looked at 2 parts of the Assessment; Council Activities and Financial Activities.  Some minor changes had been made.  Action – Mr Butler to email the document round again and to propose some dates for PC members to help with the third part of the Risk Assessment, which would look at the Council’s property and equipment.

· The date for the next Finance Committee Meeting would be Monday 2nd June at 7pm, prior to the main PC Meeting.  Parts 1 and 2 of the Annual Return needed to be certified by 31st July.
25/08.
PLANNING COMMITTEE BUSINESS

	NO
	ADDRESS
	DETAILS
	PARISH
	DISTRICT

	22/07

WORK TO TREE
	MANOR FARM
	FELL ONE ASH TREE
	OBJ
	REFUSED

	48/07
DRA/6169/5
	85 ABINGDON ROAD
	ERECTION OF A NEW DWELLING WITH CONSERVATORY
	NO OBJ
	PER

	1/08

DRA/17884/1
	31 ABINGDON ROAD
	REAR & 1ST FLOOR EXTENSION
	OBJ
	

	2/08

DRA/14018/1
	7A ABINGDON ROAD
	PROPOSED SMALL 1ST FLOOR FRONT EXTENSION.
	NO OBJ
	

	3/08

DRA/8702/10-LB
	3 CHURCH LANE
	CONSERVATION AND REPAIR TO NORTH GABLE & EAST ELEVATIONS.
	FULLY SUPPORT
	


	4/08

DRA/20065/1
	57 HILLIAT FIELDS
	DEMOLITION OF EXISTING GARAGE. CONSTRUCTION OF A DOUBLE GARAGE & CONSERVATORY TO THE SIDE OF THE PROPERTY.
	
	

	5/08

DRA/14126/24/LB
	STONEHILL HOUSE, STONEHILL LANE
	INTERNAL ALTERATIONS TO LARDER.
	
	


32a High Street, Drayton (DRA/5680/1)

The Clerk had spoken with Laura Hudson at the Vale’s Planning Department, following the receipt of a letter from Hannah Revell, Enforcement Monitoring Officer.  Miss Hudson confirmed that she had replied to Mrs Moore’s October letter.  The Vale can’t insist on the property installing frosted glass in the velux window as, following Miss Revell’s site visit on 16th January, the cill height of the velux window is over 1.7 metres above floor level.  Action – The Clerk to contact the Vale again to find out whether or not the decision letter was issued in the precise form of the committee resolution and also to ask what the exact measurement of the cill height is.
22/07 – Work to fell one ash tree, Manor Farm, Drayton

The Clerk had replied to the letter from Mr Chris Hyde at Cooke & Arkwright and was awaiting a reply.
26/08.
LEISURE & GENERAL PURPOSES WORKING GROUP
· Village caretaker – January information & recommendations.  The Clerk reported on the village caretaker’s work for the month.  The caretaker had completed a monthly inspection sheet for the play area and BMX track.  The only concern raised was that the bin at the Lyford Close BMX track needed emptying.  The work to  footpaths 14 and 25 was underway, but would need more scalping than originally expected.  The cost to the PC would be approximately the same as before, around £152.  Decision – The PC agreed to the extra cost.  Action – The Clerk to contact Steve Sharpe to let him know.   
· Burial ground – Mr Butler mentioned that there was quite a bit of soil left in the burial ground from recent interments.  Action – The Clerk to contact Mr Tyler concerning this.

· Drayton Youth Zone – Mrs Parker reported that the Youth Zone is going well and it now has more volunteers.  The noticeboard for young people and young people’s activities would need to be lockable.  Mrs Parker said that the noticeboard could be sited next to the other noticeboard, by the Mace Shop.  It could also be used by young people to display notices.  Action – The Clerk to look into the cost of a noticeboard and email the prices to all Councillors.
· Allotment Tenancy Agreement – Mrs Morrison chaired the item as Mr Butler and Mr Scharf declared an interest, both being allotment tenants.  All Councillors had seen a copy of the proposed new tenancy agreement prior to the meeting.  The new tenancy agreement would mean that allotment rents would be due on the 1st March each year.  Mrs Morrison proposed that the new tenancy agreement be accepted by the PC.  Mrs Parker and Mr Webber seconded the proposal.  Decision – It was decided to accept the new tenancy agreement.
· Proposed new rent pricing structure for allotments – The new pricing structure would be on the basis of the size of the allotment plot and whether or not the tenant was a resident of Drayton.  All tenants would need to be given a years notice before any price change could be implemented.  It was proposed that when the new tenancy agreement is sent out this year a copy of the new pricing structure for next year is included.  Decision – It was decided that all plots would be increased to £10.00 pa from next year for a standard 10 pole plot and smaller or larger plots increased pro-rata to this.  Action – Mr Butler to update the pricing structure document and email it to the Clerk.
· Allotment waiting list – item to be added to the next agenda.
27/08.
RIGHTS OF WAY & CONSERVATION GROUP

· Mrs Pooley reported that the 2 signs for Barrow Way and Frogmore Tree are now in place, although she had noticed a couple of weeks ago the signs had been installed the wrong way round.  Also, one of the signs referred to Cut Mill, instead of New Cut Mill.  Mrs Pooley had made OCC aware of their mistakes.
· Mrs Pooley said that the short section of path, running north/south towards the kissing gate at the east end of Sherwood’s Farm, had not yet been reinstated by Mr Caudwell.
· Following the Clerk’s letter to the owner of Haywards Farm to request that the overhanging branches and bushes are cut back, Mrs Pooley had spoken with the owner who had said they would arrange to do this.
28/08.
CORRESPONDENCE – to be noted 
Clerks & Councils Direct               
January 2008 

OCC                                               
Notice of footway resurfacing & kerbing works to Abingdon Road

                                                       
Removal of Unauthorised Signs

OPFA                                             
Newsletter Winter 2007-08

ORCC




Challenge of Community Change

29/08.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· Mr Webber – 2 bollards and ‘bioflex’ reinforcement of the verge are now in place in Lesparre Close and the road way is being prepared to be adopted.  The grass verge is now growing.  Mr Webber thought that it would be a good idea to have a couple of polite notices to display ‘no parking please’.  Mr Webber also suggested that some planting would be a good idea to stop the grass verge being destroyed.
· Mr Webber said that a speeding census would be carried out soon in Steventon Road.
· Mrs Parker reported that members from the Youth Zone would meet with the Village Hall Committee.

· Joint workshop between PC and DAMASCUS Youth Project – Mrs Parker to email round suggested dates.

· Mr Scharf said that a meeting was due to take place on 5th February from 7-9pm in the Village Hall of the local panel.  Eleanor Taylor from Thames Water would be present to give an update on plans for the proposed reservoir.

· There would be a meeting at 6.30pm on 26th February in Wolvercote Village Hall to discuss local green initiatives.

· Drayton Community Choir would meet this Sunday, 10th February, at 3pm.

· Affordable housing to be put on the next agenda.

30/08.  The date of the next meeting was confirmed as MONDAY 3RD MARCH at 7.45PM, in the CAUDWELL DAY CENTRE, GRAVEL LANE, DRAYTON.
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